
It has been 5 months since the Taliban took 
Kabul and some Christian workers have made 
trips to assess the situation.  Most reports are 
positive, project work has received permission 
to continue, especially humanitarian aid work.  
The World Food Programme assessed that 
only one in twenty Afghan households had 
enough to eat.  Winter exacerbates the lack 
of food issues.  Many Afghans lost jobs as 
foreign agencies left, and funding at the level 
needed remains uncertain as the Taliban 
are not recognized internationally, and this 
means laying off staff or only giving temporary 
contracts.  So life becomes more uncertain - 
especially as banks are still not functioning fully 
and Covid continues yet access to vaccines is 
very limited. 

Visit https://bit.ly/piqu-afghan to read the 
stories of families impacted by the current 
situation.

In terms of political stability, Islamic State 
attacks continue.  The Taliban have been 
fi nding their feet but there are inconsistencies 
geographically and between the ranks.  The 
Dept. of Vice and Virtue, the “morality police”, 
have reappeared and so in some cases there 
are bans on shaving, alcohol, smoking, listening 
to music and women wearing bright colours 
or driving. Phones are checked for sensitive 
content, including music or “forbidden images” 
and no music is allowed at weddings and 
on TV - only news and Islamic programmes. 
Women are only allowed to work in health and 
education which leaves many at home. 

Revenge is a strong part of Afghan culture. 
Some have been punished harshly such as 
kidnappers and certainly there are retaliations 
on some former government workers. The 
Taliban are still occupying some NGO offi ces 
but this is caused by absentee landlords and 
the Taliban need for accommodation.

People continue to leave the country, many to 
Pakistan despite having no onward invitation.  
Currently myself and friends are supporting 
believing families who have no work.  Believers 
continue to meet secretly in homes, usually 
family groups, as they have always done.  The 
threat of discovery has always been by family 
and neighbours not the government.

Living in Britain we have so much physically 
and spiritually available to us so understanding 
Afghanistan is a challenge to us.  “Lord…in 
wrath remember mercy” (Habakkuk 3:2).

Believers: those who are able to leave 
to adapt well to new countries and to 
remain faithful despite � nding easier 
lives; those who must stay to � nd joy in 
God despite extreme circumstances.  

Educated Afghan women struggling 
at home.  

Christian expats: pray as most will 
slowly return that God will help them 
adapt to the new challenges; praise 
that we have new applicants to work in 
Afghanistan.

please 
pray for...

N.B. PI is not accepting money for Afghanistan but we can provide details of another organisation 
doing this if anyone wishes to give. Contact chat@peopleintl.org.uk 
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