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|  turkey - The ‘land of instability   |    

 |  at a glance...  | 
 

 Population: 80 million  

 Area: 301,000 sq miles  

 Capital: Ankara  

 Languages: Turkish  

 Currency: Turkish Lira  

 Religion: Muslim (80% 
Sunni) 

 

 Believers: 7000 (Turks)  

    
 

 Turkey sits geographically on the crossroad between East 
and West. Its most famous city, Istanbul, straddles Asia and 
Europe, and Turkey’s culture and attitudes are a melting-pot 
of both continents. Today its population of 80 million, 
including secular and conservative Islamic Turks, is deeply 
polarised culturally and politically, and the Turkish 
democratic Republic founded by Ataturk (‘father of Turks’) in 
1928 is now moving towards an Islamic-influenced 
autocracy…  

 
More recently, the war in Syria spilling over their borders has 
resulted in three million refugees fleeing to Turkey. Frequent terror 
attacks, a failed coup and a restarting of the conflict with Kurdish 
separatists has also created a tense, unstable situation which 
threatens Turkey’s previously record-breaking economic growth. 
Its standing in the world as a beacon of moderation between 
Europe and the Middle East is also under threat, as is its place as 
the world’s 6th most popular tourist destination. 

     
|  turkey - The ‘land of rich Biblical history  |  www.peopleintl.org.uk/turkey 

 

 

 
Christian history dates back centuries with a peak during the 
Byzantine era around 5th century. Today, 99.8% Turks are 
Muslims,   the majority being Sunni, since the Turkic invaders from 
the Central Asian steppe entered Antolia (mainland Turkey) from 
the 12th century. Despite Ataturk abolishing Islam as state religion 
in 1928, it has always defined Turks as a nationality and culture. 
Islam has now regained a major role within public life and politics 
in the last few decades and the conservative Muslim population 
has grown in influence and visibility. Many Turkish Muslims are 
moderate and likely not to keep the strict regulations of prayer, 
fasting and pilgrimage to Mecca.  
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Instead, like many Central Asians, religious practice is mixed with 
folk Islam, where fear of evil spirits and the evil eye are warded off 
by beads and talismans. Fortune-telling is widespread, and sacred 
burial sites are revered and visited when there are immediate 
needs such as sickness, engagement or marriage. These 
practices seem to be popular because it is believed circumstances 
of everyday life can be affected or manipulated by them. That is 
something which orthodox Islam cannot offer as God is all-
knowing and all-powerful but distant and firmly in control of their 
fate. 
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|  turkey - The ‘land of pluralism?   | 

Turkish Christians still face many difficulties as they attempt to be 
accepted in their own society even though Turkey boasts being 
the most pluralistic culture in the Middle East. A recent study 
estimates there are 4,500 Christians from a Muslim background in 
the country. We rejoice that the Turkish church has since 
increased in numbers.  Congregations comprise of mostly young 
adults and the services are energetic and exciting. Although the 
Protestant or Evangelical faith began to spread in Turkey during 
the 19th century, it was not until the late 20th century that it began 
to consolidate. 

 

Persecution of Christians has continued in modern Turkey. With 
current political trends, grave opposition may come.  

   

  

|  turkey - The ‘land of your challenge..?   | 

Does knowing that Turkey is the largest unreached nation in the world overwhelm you, or challenge you into action? 
The doors really are wide open with opportunities to bring the good news to Turkish people. 
If you would like to experience Turkey short-term or feel God is preparing you for ministry longer-term, contact Iain or 
Al on 01892 545509 to discuss the different ways you could consider getting involved in Turkey gospel ministry. 

|  turkey - praise & prayer pointers  | 
 

• Praise God for the Turkish church. Pray that it will continue to grow in strength and maturity, and to begin 
to reach the unreached conservative sectors of Turkish society 

• Pray for the Turkish government to honour God in its policies and treatment of all members of society. 
Pray for unity and peace across the country 

• Please pray for our workers doing Gospel ministry and humanitarian work amongst the refugees in 
Turkey 

• We are seeking to send a Christian Refugee Child Psychologist to sensitively work with displaced and 
often very traumatised children – please pray the Lord will provide the right person 

• If graver opposition does come – pray that the Turkish believers will be given much courage, and 
enabled to be a shining witness in a land of such instability, confusion and uncertainty  


