
In this edition, we want to share some of 
their stories with you. So in the midst of 
your lockdown, please read these real life 
accounts and pray for these people and 
those like them. 

We value each praying person enormously 
and we couldn’t be what we are without 
you!

In grace,

Not for many years has the whole world been 
utterly taken and consumed with something like 
Coronavirus. Our lives have been changed out 
of all recognition and we live with the ongoing 
questions as to what happens now.

We think it is really important to share with 
you the impact of all of this on our workers 
across Central Asia. Nearly all our workers have 
chosen to stay in Central Asia, where medical 
support is only a fraction of that on offer to us 
in our amazing NHS. In many cases, going to a 
hospital in some parts of Central Asia is a risky 
business; in at least two worker locations, there 
is no medical backup whatsoever.
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Do I stay 
or go?

I had a decision to make – do I stay here or 
return to my home country? I stayed, and 
believe that was the right choice. Not an 
easy one, though.  Some of my friends with 
whom I had contact with had symptoms a 
few weeks back which may have been the 
virus, so I was advised to quarantine for 14 
days.  I literally just got to the end of my 
self-isolation, only for the Government to 
announce a full lockdown!  So now, I don’t 
know how long it will be before I can get out!

The lockdown in this city means that we can 
only go out between 7am and 8pm, and only 
for 3 reasons;

1. For groceries

2. To visit the pharmacy

3. To see a doctor

get in touch
phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk
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We have to � ll out a ‘journey card’ stating 
where we live, proof of residency, time we 
plan to leave our house, time we plan to 
return, and the address we are going to. 
There are police checking everywhere.

I would like to just pop out for some fresh 
fruit and vegetables, but the problem is that 
the price of these has become so expensive 
now. I and some missionary friends have 
been reaching out to other single girls – 
calling them, playing games online, seeking 
to bless and encourage them.

One thing perhaps the current circumstances 
mean is that we each have more time alone 
with our Lord.

Every blessing and prayers from lockdown in 
Central Asia.

Suzannah shares her 
experience of life under 
lockdown in her city

Suzannah
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Two to three months ago today, the world 
was thinking about China and praying for 
us.  Today my heart and prayers, and those 
of believers here, are focused on you and 
the rest of the world.  It’s been an unsettling 
time facing COVID-19, but I want to take a 
moment to share as things start to look a little 
brighter here.

I have been in China during this entire 
outbreak.  I’ve spent a lot of time meeting 
virtually.  

For me, this is not the � rst time I’ve faced 
dif� culty.  Almost 10 years ago I was 
diagnosed with cancer. Ten years later, I still 
feel the pain of losing my sense of safety, 
but I also see how God taught me that He is 
always providing for me, and that His love is 
deeper than the pain and fear in my life.

I don’t know what God is doing through this 
season where the world is being impacted 
by the spread of this disease.  That is a hard 
question.  And yet, I can already see the 
seeds of growth sprouting here.  More people 
have placed their trust in Jesus.  Some 
doctors have gone to where the disease is 
spreading the most.  We’ve seen ordinary 
people make sacri� ces to care for their 
neighbours. And I’m being reminded (once 
again), that I do not nor have ever known how 
long my life will be.  

But I do know this... Wherever my feet 
are today, that is the place I am to 
be a blessing.  Today this is in my own 
neighbourhood.  Whether it’s sharing my 
smiling eyes while wearing a mask, or texting 
a cheerful photo to a friend who’s struggling, 
or making stupid little jokes to help myself 
and others laugh for a moment to lift the 
weight of this virus off our shoulders.

This is a step-by-step journey.  I encourage 
taking it a day at a time ... or an hour at 
a time ... whatever chunk of time seems 
bearable and to bring Jesus into it.  He loves 
us so much. I’ve been through quite a lot of 
dif� culty in my life, and I can testify that His 
love has always, always, always been deeper 
than my dif� culties.  Sometimes in the midst 
of pain, I can’t see it, so I hold on to the last 
time He provided for me in a painful moment.

Please know you are not alone.  God is with 
us always.  And as believers, we are praying 
for you.  We have felt your prayers, and now 
we are standing with you.  I believe and trust 
that God wastes nothing ... so let’s share a 
little salt and light where are feet are today.  

surviving 
lockdown
in China
How Diana found hope 
within the hardship

Diana



The current coronavirus pandemic is 
presenting challenges to us all, many of 
which the majority of us have never had to 
face. We are being told to stay at home, and 
have become dependent on key services to 
provide what we need, while UK travellers 
abroad have quickly returned or been 
repatriated with the help of the government. 
But what about our mission workers based 
in Central Asia, most of whom have chosen 
to stay put? How do we as a mission agency 
continue to offer support and pastoral 
care for our people isolated in their host 
countries?    

The gift of modern technology enables 
us to communicate with voice and video 
quickly and effectively. Through this we 
can listen, talk, advise, inform, empathise, 
pray, counsel….and this is what we have all 
been trying to do every day. With so many 
unknowns and changes happening daily, our 
workers (and especially those that are single 
and most isolated) need the time to process 
their emotions, their fears and discuss 
the uncertainties they face. The greatest 

How are we caring 
for our workers 
during Covid-19?

challenge for them is the lack of a robust 
health system should they catch Covid 19 
and need intensive care. Many of them, like 
us, are anxious and concerned about elderly 
parents in the UK, and feel unable to help 
them. Yet the majority have chosen to stay, 
to stay amongst the people God has called 
them to serve and love. 

It’s worth adding that all our overseas 
workers are sent by a UK church, and many 
are supported by a number of churches. 
We work in partnership with them to ensure 
workers are getting the pastoral support 
they need, though our structure of team 
and regional leaders will be providing the 
everyday communication and care as they 
would in more ‘normal’ circumstances. 

Please pray for them and for us as a 
team as we continue to support our 
workers.

Pray for courage, resilience and 
patience for them, and for wisdom 
and strength for us.



Renewed focus, 
expanded reach

Despite the troubling times we are living 
through, the Eurasian Missionary College 
in Kazan, Tatarstan, is poised to refocus 
its vision and increase its reach to train 
more missionaries and church planters 
for Muslim areas in Russia and Central 
Asia. Tim McMahon shares his hopes and 
aspirations as he prepares for a new season 
of involvement in the College’s ministry, 
stepping into the role of Training and 
Foreign Development Director in October 
(if the current crisis abates). Marcus from 
Eurasian Ministries interviews Tim to fi nd 
out what might lie ahead...

M: What will the role involve?

T: It will involve simultaneously narrowing the 
focus of the College’s training, and broadening 
its reach!

The “Training” part of the role will require me to 
review every course we offer, and sharpen the 
focus where needed. The aim will be to ensure 
that the content of every course is specifi cally 
geared to help a church planter or evangelist 
engage people from a Muslim background with 
the gospel. 

M: That sounds good, and you also 
mentioned extending its reach?

T: Yes, the “Foreign Development” aspect of 
the role is to make training at the College more 
widely known and coveted among Central 
Asian churches, and to be more accessible to 
them. I also want to look at ways that we can 
provide further training for many of the church 
planters who previously trained at the college. 

We may look into getting the courses 
accredited. I also expect to spend a signifi cant 
chunk of my time visiting pastors throughout 
Central Asia to fi nd out ways the College could 
better serve their need for culturally appropriate 
and accessible training for gospel workers.

M: Obviously the coronavirus crisis has 
put a bit of a spanner in the works on the 
timing of these plans. How do you see the 
future panning out?

T: The delay to my departure has been a 
blessing in disguise, in many ways. It gives me 
more time to get fi nancial support in place. 
Having said that, the economic effects of 
the coronavirus crisis on individuals’ ability 
to support charitable and mission causes 
such as this, and on church mission budgets, 
means that there is still a signifi cant fundraising 
challenge ahead. The delay in going is also 
giving me the opportunity to do some Russian 
language study.

M: Despite the bleak backdrop of the world 
pandemic, this opportunity seems like it 
could result in a signifi cant expansion of 
the College’s training ministry, and lead to 
more effective training of gospel workers for 
Central Asia. I am sure Eurasian Ministries 
supporters will uphold you in prayer, and 
some may be able to help fi nancially 
(drop us a line initially at admin@eurasian-
ministries.org). 

Please pray for Tim:
For successful completion of the stalled 
visa application process so that he can 
serve on the staff of the Eurasian College in 
Kazan after the summer.

For wisdom in reviewing the College’s 
current training offerings, and careful 
discernment of how best to address the 
training needs and expand the training 
opportunities that the College can provide for 
Central Asia in the future.

That the logistic and fi nancial impacts 
of the coronavirus crisis will not prevent 
him from contributing to the next stage of 
development of the Eurasian Missionary 
College’s training ministry in and from Kazan.
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Hi, my name is Mo, and I am writing to you 
from my living room in Central Asia!

Plans? I don’t know about yours but my reality 
is not matching up too well with what was on 
my calendar for Spring 2020. God’s master 
plan, on the other hand, has not even taken a 
hit.

I’m blessed with a local friend who likes to 
walk, who for years has been dragging me 
along with her at 6.30am, 6 days a week. In 
the last couple of days, we’ve been delighting 
in our city centre gardens which are exploding 
with tulips. Sunlight deliveries have continued 
unchallenged during the coronavirus situation! 
The world is still spinning on its axis. And Jesus 
continues to sit at God’s right hand interceding 
for us. Yes, my daily agendas unravel, but 
Jesus, the brightness of God’s glory, is 
upholding all things by the word of His power. 

a message from 
my living room

Please pray that despite the uncertainties, and 
maybe even as a result of them, we would 
fi nd great comfort and excitement in our God. 
He not only has a plan, but His plan is for our 
good. Please pray that we would joyfully yield 
control of our days to God as we seek creative 
ways to unveil His glory and by His grace to 
establish and enable His church here. Thank 
you for your part in this work. Please pray that 
the Lord will shine through each one of us 
imperfect vessels - as we and you continue 
to fi nd ways to connect with both believers 
and unbelievers for His divine purposes. Say 
bolunuz! Be well!

Mo



Hi everyone, Murad here with the Gospel 
satellite ministry team. We really appreciate all 
your prayers and love, it’s defi nitely not an easy 
time. 

We hear really hard news from Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkey, Central Asia - where our 
team ministers. The impact of the coronavirus 
is really hard on those brothers and sisters 
and all people there - not only repressed by 
dictatorship regimes but also being persecuted 
for being Christians. 

Additionally there are serious economic issues. 
People are really suffering in some places, 
maybe even starving because the price of food 
is spiking and there are shortages of the basic 
supplies. 

As a ministry team we are in constant 
communication with the leaders and workers, 
trying to help them - in some cases sending 
funds, encouraging them, mentoring them and 
just talking and praying with them. 

Praise the Lord our team is not personally 
impacted health-wise. Everyone in our 
household is healthy so far and because we 
have a studio, we can continue ministering.

One programme is specifi cally for this time 
of Coronavirus around the world. It is about 
the fear and anxiety this situation is creating 
everywhere and encourages our brothers and 
sisters in Central Asia with God’s word - that 
God is with them, that He cares for them and 
asks them to trust in the Lord in these hard 
moments. 

We try to continue with our ministry, 
encouraging our brothers and sisters for the 
glory of God. 

Thank you for keeping us in your prayers, for 
loving and supporting us, we really appreciate 
it. May God bless you and keep you safe and 
healthy.

A satellite ministry
encouraging the persecuted

Murad



raise money for free 
during lockdown

I guess most of us are now doing even more shopping 
online whilst the UK is in lockdown. You could also be 
helping People International raise much needed funds 
for FREE! Over 4,000 online retailers including Just 
Eat, Now TV, uSwitch, Domino’s Pizza and Audible 
are ready to give a free donation every time you shop 
online. It only takes 2 minutes to sign up.

Even in the midst of Covid-19 some normality remains. 
Do you need to renew insurance or your mobile 
contract?  Or perhaps you are looking to save money 
on your energy bills, or broadband & tv deal?

Compare, Switch and Raise

You can see that it wouldn’t need that many of 
our supporters to shop, compare, and save via 
easyfundraising for the donations to start making a real 
difference at this diffi cult time.

If we do the maths...

peopleintl.org.uk/ef
start raising money for FREE at 

A supporter has raised nearly £80 in the last 
6 months for People International at no cost to 
them - simply by using the easyfundraising ‘donation 
reminder’ when shopping online to arrange a new 
mobile phone contract, switch their energy supplier, 
and buy things including a fridge freezer, clothes, 
stationery, and a few items for the garden!

example supporter 
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