
Yet today, despite the history of the early 
church, this country is quite barren to the 
gospel. It is estimated that there are around 
7000 Turkish believers in Turkey, if you’re 
good with maths, that means in a country of 
70 million, the number of believers is around 
0.01%. But it gets far worse than that as 
Eastern Turkey is pretty much unreached by 
the good news of Jesus, where the figures fall 
to 0.001% typically and sometimes zero.

Modern day Turkey seeks to be the bridge 
between east and west, is strategic politically, 
militarily and even economically. The new 
airport in Istanbul, due to open this month, 
will end up with 6 runways and is planned 
to be double the size of the current largest 
airport in the world. Right now you can fly to 
more countries from Turkey than from any 
other country. Istanbul’s skyline is increasingly 
filled with high rise, glass fronted buildings of 
great architectural design. 

Despite all the modern images, the lovely 
seaside resorts, the high mountains (did 
you know you can ski there?) and the 
cosmopolitan buzz of Istanbul, the country 

it’s a real eye-opener. Inside we tell you 
more.

As you wander through the pages, we’ll 
take you into a number of countries within 
Central Asia including Tatarstan and Turkey 
as well as into Northern Europe to get a 
glimpse of working with Muslim refugees 
from Central Asia. 

Jesus said that he would build his church 
and the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it. Jesus IS building his church in 
Central Asia and we are delighted that 
you are partnering with us in praying and 
supporting. Thank you so much for being 
part of the work of Jesus Christ in Central 
Asia!

 
Al Simms, UK Director & Team

Welcome to your spring edition of “Update”. 
We’ve included a variety of articles this quarter, 
some to inform you, others to help you pray 
for the work and even a few opportunities for 
you, our readers, to get involved with us, all of 
which reflects the diversity of the countries and 
situations we encounter in Central Asia.

We are offering you the opportunity to deepen 
your involvement with Central Asia by getting 
up and going there - to “Go, Look, See and 
Do”. It’s not a holiday trip, but it may be a life-
changing trip!

Some of the countries we work in are relatively 
free, others have a higher level of persecution. 
And if you can’t begin to imagine what life is 
like as a believer, living and worshipping under 
persecution, then we want to invite you to 
experience it in some small way. We don’t need 
to take you all the way to one of the  more 
oppressed countries of Central Asia, we can 
bring the experience to you – but be warned, 
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Whatever happened to Turkey?

Many of us like a good quiz, so here 
are some questions to test your bible 
knowledge …

1. In which country did the readers 
receive Galatians, Ephesians and 
Colossians?

2. Where was Timothy when Paul wrote 
his letters to him?

3. Where did Philemon live?

4. Where were the 7 churches of 
Revelation located?

5. In which modern day country is 
Antioch, where the disciples were first 
called Christians? 

I hope all you quizzers have spotted a 
recurring theme! The answer is Turkey, 
Turkey and Turkey. In fact a huge proportion 
of the New Testament is linked to the land 
that is modern day Turkey. Paul’s missionary 
journeys were sent from the church in Turkey 
(Antioch is now Antakya) to much of the rest 
of Turkey. 

update ll

Do you want to go to a part of the world where 
God is at work? Are you keen to have (or want 
to grow) a passion to reach Muslims with the 
good news of the love of Jesus? Might you be 
interested in exploring short or long term mission 
service in Central Asia? Or just keen to enthuse 
your local church to supporting gospel work in 
Central Asia? Then, read on …

In 2020, we’re planning to run a number of 
GLSD visits to Central Asia. Each visit will be 
over 2 weeks to allow folk to use holidays. With 
a training weekend in advance so that we can 
make the most of the trip, you’ll get to see a 
country in Central Asia, do some of the things 
that tourists do, but also delve into the lives and 

ministry of believers in the country, meeting and 
engaging with locals and getting a real taste of 
mission on the front line.

If you come along, you’ll need to see this trip as 
an adventure rather than a holiday, have a “can-
do” attitude and be flexible across the board. But 
don’t worry - there’ll be someone from People 
International as part of the group. Most of the 
dates have already been set, so feel free to 
engage in some forward planning!

If you are interested in finding out more, then 
drop us an email, putting GLSD in the title line 
to joinus@peopleintl.org.uk .

is bound by Islam. That’s not to say everyone 
is a passionate Muslim, many are proud to 
be Muslim but aren’t serious about practising 
their faith with any great commitment, but 
being Muslim is part of their national identity. 
To be Turkish is to be Muslim. That makes 
“becoming a follower of Jesus” a huge deal; it 
is to be seen to deny one’s nationality, to bring 
shame on the family and often to become a 
traitor and an outcast in society. 

So what hope is there? Loads!! Jesus Christ 
IS building his church and the gates of hell 
will not prevail against it! Churches are getting 
more people “drop in” to ask questions than 
you’d ever get in a UK church. One church 
has an average of around 5 people a day who 
call in, many of whom take a New Testament 
and other literature. There is a disillusionment 
experienced by many in Turkey and this is 
causing some to search for truth. When those 
who have been bound by Islam hear the truth, 
they are so often astounded by GRACE. 
Grace is something new and quite stunning – 
that God loves them unconditionally without 
them having to do things and earn his favour. 

And that’s the brilliant good news of the 
gospel to be proclaimed! Turkish people are 
coming to faith in Jesus Christ!

• Pray for Turkey! Please just do it – 
personally, in small groups, in prayer 
triplets, whatever, please pray.

• With only 0.01% Turkish believers 
in the country, we need many more 
missionaries to get up and go. In the UK 
the seed of God’s Word is being sown, 
even though the ground is hard, but in 
so many places in Turkey the seed is 
not even being sown. Can you work in 
Turkey to support the fledgling, often first 
generation churches?  Could you teach 
in a school, teach English as a foreign 
language, be an IT worker, run a small 
business, or fulfil one of the many other 
opportunities to live in Turkey?
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Reaching Europe’s last pagans

All of a sudden there he was again: a follower, 
clothed in dark blue. As far as I know, not a 
follower of Jesus Christ, but somebody who 
obviously is following me. I hadn’t seen him 
for nearly four years, but back in the day I had 
seen him quite a few times, and here he was 
again in the metro, a big, unpleasant smile 
on his face. I am so used to these things, 
even though they are strange... There was 
someone claiming to be Italian in our weekly 
gathering. Unfortunately for him, his accent 
was too similar to the local language and we 
all  guessed who he really was - some kind of 
informer...

...The pressure on brothers and sisters has 
been increasing over the past months. I also 
noticed some of it. Minor accidents such as 
losing my bank card, SIM cards of foreigners 
were blocked in great numbers without 
explanation or an easy way to unblock them, 
the heavy pollution has made breathing harder. 
The guys I ‘walk alongside’ have been under 
crazy amounts of pressure and therefore are 
not in touch much... things such as these can 
take your time and joy so easily...

... Just recently, I found myself chilling at one 
of these guy’s places. I was at work until 9 
p.m. and with at  least one hour to go to reach 
home, I thought I would be done for the day. 
So when he called me, I thought;  ‘Oh, no, I 

won’t go, I am not going to arrive there at 10 
p.m. as it will take me an hour to get home 
afterwards.’ Another thought, however, was; 
‘This is a chance.’ So, I went. Later, I knew 
why: two of his friends had found New Life just 
one month and three months prior! They were 
also there. My tiredness of the day immediately 
disappeared and before I realized it, it was 1 
a.m. and I was still there. It was an honour to 
meet them, to listen to their stories, to search 
for Biblical answers, to pray together and to 
encourage them. In the back of my head I 
thought: this is not without risk. But, what is the 
alternative? The verse that has been coming 
back to me over time is that those who are 
with us, are with so many more than those 
who are against us (2 Kings 6). That creates 
steadfastness and gives me confidence to 
move on not with fear, but with wisdom and joy. 
Life with Him is not boring at all! 

• Praise God for his protection, love, grace, 
Life in abundance!

• Please pray that Christians worldwide will 
be awake, prepared for the coming of 
Y’shua (Jesus).

“Over everything the glory will be a canopy. It 
will be a shelter and shade from the heat of 
the day, and a refuge and hiding place from 
the storm and rain”. Isaiah 4,5b-6 

We would like to share with you an answer to 
prayer. For some time we have been praying 
to meet men and women of peace among the 
Russian-speaking Central Asian community 
in this city. Unlike other communities, they are 
dispersed geographically and among different 
cultures. Added to this, we are in a pioneering 
work here - to our knowledge, there has been 
no ministry to this people group here or in the 
whole of this region for that matter. So, to find 
them we have to seek them out.

In the New Year we started prayer walking 
in the Muslim-dominated regions of our city, 
asking mainly for men and women of peace. 
It was during one of these walks in our local 
suburb that we bumped into an Uzbek 
couple, Jamal and Feruza. Within 5 minutes 
they had invited us and our children to their 
apartment for plov that evening! Later, as we 
arrived at the entrance to the block with our 
children, we realised we had prayed at exactly 
the same spot earlier in the day. The prayer 
was for Jesus’ statement from Mark 11:23 
to be realised: “Truly I tell you, if anyone says 
to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the 
sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but 
believes that what they say will happen, it will 
be done for them”. 

That evening we walked into a whole 
apartment of Uzbeks who are living in the 

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to meet 
in secret as an underground church? Have you 
ever felt that it’s almost impossible to imagine 
what it’s like to meet under persecution? How 
do you meet? How does it feel? How do you 
sing when you can’t make any noise? What are 
the issues? When challenged, what do you say 
and how do you react?  Many of us have read 
Hebrews 13:3, “Remember those in prison as 
if you were their fellow-prisoners, and those 
who are ill-treated as if you yourselves were 
suffering” and wondered, “How am I supposed 
to do that?” And that’s the problem when our 
experiences as believers are so far apart.

Here at People International, we have 
developed a simulation experience that 
provides just a small taste of what life is like for 
believers in some of the more difficult countries. 
Across Central Asia, there are some countries 
that enjoy a degree of relative freedom, whilst 
others are extremely restricted and endure 
significant persecution. The simulation starts 
before people arrive at the venue and, as the 
occasion unfolds, it replicates some of the 
experiences of so many believers in their real 
lives. 

What we wanted to do was create a simulation 
which tries to replicate the situation in the 
underground church as closely as possible. 
This is not meant to be a cheap gimmick, but 
an opportunity to enter a very different world 
and gain some small understanding of the 
situation of others. It is often quite moving and 
can even be a little frightening. The simulation 

has been put together with the help of those 
who have had real experience of these events. 
Maybe this will help people to obey the 
command of God’s Word in Hebrews more 
effectively and, more than likely, it will leave you 
quietly stirred in your heart. 

The simulation is particularly suited to small 
groups of 10-20 people, but can be run on 
consecutive days/evenings to cater for larger 
groups. It is especially suitable for university/
college student groups and home groups. 

The occasion includes a bible study that takes 
place during the simulation, a debrief when the 
simulation ends and a short presentation on 
the work of People International whilst sitting 
around in a small group.

WARNING: you need to expect everything 
to be very different as a very unfamiliar world 
unfolds before you, with the need to look over 
your shoulder, check constantly and be ready 
for any eventuality. You must understand we 
can’t say anything else!

Email chat@peopleintl.org.uk if you’re 
interested in making a booking.

get in touch phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

same town as us. During our time there, 
we were introduced to a family with two 
sons who have recently emigrated here 
and a man whose wife had just returned to 
Uzbekistan with their newborn baby as her 
visa had expired. Our host couple’s three 
young children are also apart from them, 
being looked after by their grandparents. Max 
shared that he believed God had brought 
us together as we had been praying to 
meet people from Sara’s homeland. Then 
we talked about what the Bible says about 
Jesus. However, Jamal was rigid in his belief 
that their holy book was the last revelation 
from God and therefore superceded ours 
(which, in his view, is corrupted anyway). We 
have since had the couple back to our home 
for dinner and visited Jamal’s sister’s flat in a 
nearby town.

Please give thanks with us for an open 
door into this community and pray that the 
inhabitants of both flats would form the first 
movement of Uzbek Jesus followers in this 
city.   

• Give thanks for the contacts made within 
the Uzbek community

• Pray for our team working amongst 
migrants that they would continue to 
make good contacts amongst the 
Central Asian community

The Mari El Republic is home to the Mari 
people, a Finno-Ugric ethnic group who have 
traditionally lived along the Russian Volga and 
Kama Rivers. The population of the Mari El 
Republic is just under 700,000.  Mari people 
can also be found in nearby Tatarstan and 
Bashkortan. Mari tribes can be traced back 
to the fifth century.  Even though a significant 
number of Maris became members of the 

Russian Orthodox church during the Soviet era, 
many kept their pagan traditions.

A group of the first year students of the 
Eurasian Mission College in Kazan went to 
Yoshkar-Ola - the capital city of the Mari El 
Republic - for their recent mission placement. A 
college student, from Russia itself, reports back 
on their evangelism...

Thankfulness for the opportunities the students 
had to speak of Christ, in what is a very difficult 
and largely closed region for evangelism

Praise God that there is one church proclaiming 
the Gospel in the capital Yoshkar-Ola - pray for 
His blessing and their protection

Pray that the Gospel will take root amongst the 
Mari people, known as Europe’s last pagans - 
that they will come to see that Jesus made the 
once-for-all sacrifice for our sins 

“Before I arrived, I looked at the information 
on the Internet. It was written there that it is 
an Orthodox people. But when we arrived, it 
turned out that they were pagans. We plunged 
deeper into the study of the people when we 
went to visit a village. We shared the gospel. 
We knocked on the doors of the houses. In 
one house the door was opened by an elderly 
woman and her husband. This woman said: 
“We do not need your God, we have our own. 
We worship in the groves.” I was so surprised. 
It is the first time I have encountered this. I 
thought, here in the centre of Russia, 750 km 
from Moscow, is paganism. 

The Mari still worship in the groves of tree spirits 
and offer them blood sacrifices. Each family 
has its own place or grove. It turns out that, in 
one area, 70 groves exist where they worship, 
and half of them are officially registered. By law, 

they have exactly the same rights and status 
as churches. They have registration, they have 
their priests. Their priest is called a Kart. They 
make sacrifices there. They used to bring big 
animals. But now they use small animals and 
birds - goats, sheep, geese. They put a vat in 
this grove and start cooking. The blood of the 
animal that flows to the ground is brought to 
the lower gods, and the stream rises to the 
higher gods. They cook a blood sacrifice in the 
cauldron and only the family can eat this, and 
the remains of the food are burned.  This is a 
tradition that is passed on from generation to 
generation. They believe, for example, if your 
foot is ill, remove the sock and tie it to this tree 
and healing will come. Mostly they ask their 
gods about how to have a good life here on 
earth. They talked little about eternity. They 
believe in Jesus Christ, but for them he is not 
God, but rather just a saint.”

pointers for prayer

Report from Northern Europe

from our own correspondent
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take your time and joy so easily...

... Just recently, I found myself chilling at one 
of these guy’s places. I was at work until 9 
p.m. and with at  least one hour to go to reach 
home, I thought I would be done for the day. 
So when he called me, I thought;  ‘Oh, no, I 

won’t go, I am not going to arrive there at 10 
p.m. as it will take me an hour to get home 
afterwards.’ Another thought, however, was; 
‘This is a chance.’ So, I went. Later, I knew 
why: two of his friends had found New Life just 
one month and three months prior! They were 
also there. My tiredness of the day immediately 
disappeared and before I realized it, it was 1 
a.m. and I was still there. It was an honour to 
meet them, to listen to their stories, to search 
for Biblical answers, to pray together and to 
encourage them. In the back of my head I 
thought: this is not without risk. But, what is the 
alternative? The verse that has been coming 
back to me over time is that those who are 
with us, are with so many more than those 
who are against us (2 Kings 6). That creates 
steadfastness and gives me confidence to 
move on not with fear, but with wisdom and joy. 
Life with Him is not boring at all! 

• Praise God for his protection, love, grace, 
Life in abundance!

• Please pray that Christians worldwide will 
be awake, prepared for the coming of 
Y’shua (Jesus).

“Over everything the glory will be a canopy. It 
will be a shelter and shade from the heat of 
the day, and a refuge and hiding place from 
the storm and rain”. Isaiah 4,5b-6 

We would like to share with you an answer to 
prayer. For some time we have been praying 
to meet men and women of peace among the 
Russian-speaking Central Asian community 
in this city. Unlike other communities, they are 
dispersed geographically and among different 
cultures. Added to this, we are in a pioneering 
work here - to our knowledge, there has been 
no ministry to this people group here or in the 
whole of this region for that matter. So, to find 
them we have to seek them out.

In the New Year we started prayer walking 
in the Muslim-dominated regions of our city, 
asking mainly for men and women of peace. 
It was during one of these walks in our local 
suburb that we bumped into an Uzbek 
couple, Jamal and Feruza. Within 5 minutes 
they had invited us and our children to their 
apartment for plov that evening! Later, as we 
arrived at the entrance to the block with our 
children, we realised we had prayed at exactly 
the same spot earlier in the day. The prayer 
was for Jesus’ statement from Mark 11:23 
to be realised: “Truly I tell you, if anyone says 
to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the 
sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but 
believes that what they say will happen, it will 
be done for them”. 

That evening we walked into a whole 
apartment of Uzbeks who are living in the 

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to meet 
in secret as an underground church? Have you 
ever felt that it’s almost impossible to imagine 
what it’s like to meet under persecution? How 
do you meet? How does it feel? How do you 
sing when you can’t make any noise? What are 
the issues? When challenged, what do you say 
and how do you react?  Many of us have read 
Hebrews 13:3, “Remember those in prison as 
if you were their fellow-prisoners, and those 
who are ill-treated as if you yourselves were 
suffering” and wondered, “How am I supposed 
to do that?” And that’s the problem when our 
experiences as believers are so far apart.

Here at People International, we have 
developed a simulation experience that 
provides just a small taste of what life is like for 
believers in some of the more difficult countries. 
Across Central Asia, there are some countries 
that enjoy a degree of relative freedom, whilst 
others are extremely restricted and endure 
significant persecution. The simulation starts 
before people arrive at the venue and, as the 
occasion unfolds, it replicates some of the 
experiences of so many believers in their real 
lives. 

What we wanted to do was create a simulation 
which tries to replicate the situation in the 
underground church as closely as possible. 
This is not meant to be a cheap gimmick, but 
an opportunity to enter a very different world 
and gain some small understanding of the 
situation of others. It is often quite moving and 
can even be a little frightening. The simulation 

has been put together with the help of those 
who have had real experience of these events. 
Maybe this will help people to obey the 
command of God’s Word in Hebrews more 
effectively and, more than likely, it will leave you 
quietly stirred in your heart. 

The simulation is particularly suited to small 
groups of 10-20 people, but can be run on 
consecutive days/evenings to cater for larger 
groups. It is especially suitable for university/
college student groups and home groups. 

The occasion includes a bible study that takes 
place during the simulation, a debrief when the 
simulation ends and a short presentation on 
the work of People International whilst sitting 
around in a small group.

WARNING: you need to expect everything 
to be very different as a very unfamiliar world 
unfolds before you, with the need to look over 
your shoulder, check constantly and be ready 
for any eventuality. You must understand we 
can’t say anything else!

Email chat@peopleintl.org.uk if you’re 
interested in making a booking.

get in touch phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

same town as us. During our time there, 
we were introduced to a family with two 
sons who have recently emigrated here 
and a man whose wife had just returned to 
Uzbekistan with their newborn baby as her 
visa had expired. Our host couple’s three 
young children are also apart from them, 
being looked after by their grandparents. Max 
shared that he believed God had brought 
us together as we had been praying to 
meet people from Sara’s homeland. Then 
we talked about what the Bible says about 
Jesus. However, Jamal was rigid in his belief 
that their holy book was the last revelation 
from God and therefore superceded ours 
(which, in his view, is corrupted anyway). We 
have since had the couple back to our home 
for dinner and visited Jamal’s sister’s flat in a 
nearby town.

Please give thanks with us for an open 
door into this community and pray that the 
inhabitants of both flats would form the first 
movement of Uzbek Jesus followers in this 
city.   

• Give thanks for the contacts made within 
the Uzbek community

• Pray for our team working amongst 
migrants that they would continue to 
make good contacts amongst the 
Central Asian community

The Mari El Republic is home to the Mari 
people, a Finno-Ugric ethnic group who have 
traditionally lived along the Russian Volga and 
Kama Rivers. The population of the Mari El 
Republic is just under 700,000.  Mari people 
can also be found in nearby Tatarstan and 
Bashkortan. Mari tribes can be traced back 
to the fifth century.  Even though a significant 
number of Maris became members of the 

Russian Orthodox church during the Soviet era, 
many kept their pagan traditions.

A group of the first year students of the 
Eurasian Mission College in Kazan went to 
Yoshkar-Ola - the capital city of the Mari El 
Republic - for their recent mission placement. A 
college student, from Russia itself, reports back 
on their evangelism...

Thankfulness for the opportunities the students 
had to speak of Christ, in what is a very difficult 
and largely closed region for evangelism

Praise God that there is one church proclaiming 
the Gospel in the capital Yoshkar-Ola - pray for 
His blessing and their protection

Pray that the Gospel will take root amongst the 
Mari people, known as Europe’s last pagans - 
that they will come to see that Jesus made the 
once-for-all sacrifice for our sins 

“Before I arrived, I looked at the information 
on the Internet. It was written there that it is 
an Orthodox people. But when we arrived, it 
turned out that they were pagans. We plunged 
deeper into the study of the people when we 
went to visit a village. We shared the gospel. 
We knocked on the doors of the houses. In 
one house the door was opened by an elderly 
woman and her husband. This woman said: 
“We do not need your God, we have our own. 
We worship in the groves.” I was so surprised. 
It is the first time I have encountered this. I 
thought, here in the centre of Russia, 750 km 
from Moscow, is paganism. 

The Mari still worship in the groves of tree spirits 
and offer them blood sacrifices. Each family 
has its own place or grove. It turns out that, in 
one area, 70 groves exist where they worship, 
and half of them are officially registered. By law, 

they have exactly the same rights and status 
as churches. They have registration, they have 
their priests. Their priest is called a Kart. They 
make sacrifices there. They used to bring big 
animals. But now they use small animals and 
birds - goats, sheep, geese. They put a vat in 
this grove and start cooking. The blood of the 
animal that flows to the ground is brought to 
the lower gods, and the stream rises to the 
higher gods. They cook a blood sacrifice in the 
cauldron and only the family can eat this, and 
the remains of the food are burned.  This is a 
tradition that is passed on from generation to 
generation. They believe, for example, if your 
foot is ill, remove the sock and tie it to this tree 
and healing will come. Mostly they ask their 
gods about how to have a good life here on 
earth. They talked little about eternity. They 
believe in Jesus Christ, but for them he is not 
God, but rather just a saint.”

pointers for prayer

Report from Northern Europe

from our own correspondent
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All of a sudden there he was again: a follower, 
clothed in dark blue. As far as I know, not a 
follower of Jesus Christ, but somebody who 
obviously is following me. I hadn’t seen him 
for nearly four years, but back in the day I had 
seen him quite a few times, and here he was 
again in the metro, a big, unpleasant smile 
on his face. I am so used to these things, 
even though they are strange... There was 
someone claiming to be Italian in our weekly 
gathering. Unfortunately for him, his accent 
was too similar to the local language and we 
all  guessed who he really was - some kind of 
informer...

...The pressure on brothers and sisters has 
been increasing over the past months. I also 
noticed some of it. Minor accidents such as 
losing my bank card, SIM cards of foreigners 
were blocked in great numbers without 
explanation or an easy way to unblock them, 
the heavy pollution has made breathing harder. 
The guys I ‘walk alongside’ have been under 
crazy amounts of pressure and therefore are 
not in touch much... things such as these can 
take your time and joy so easily...

... Just recently, I found myself chilling at one 
of these guy’s places. I was at work until 9 
p.m. and with at  least one hour to go to reach 
home, I thought I would be done for the day. 
So when he called me, I thought;  ‘Oh, no, I 

won’t go, I am not going to arrive there at 10 
p.m. as it will take me an hour to get home 
afterwards.’ Another thought, however, was; 
‘This is a chance.’ So, I went. Later, I knew 
why: two of his friends had found New Life just 
one month and three months prior! They were 
also there. My tiredness of the day immediately 
disappeared and before I realized it, it was 1 
a.m. and I was still there. It was an honour to 
meet them, to listen to their stories, to search 
for Biblical answers, to pray together and to 
encourage them. In the back of my head I 
thought: this is not without risk. But, what is the 
alternative? The verse that has been coming 
back to me over time is that those who are 
with us, are with so many more than those 
who are against us (2 Kings 6). That creates 
steadfastness and gives me confidence to 
move on not with fear, but with wisdom and joy. 
Life with Him is not boring at all! 

• Praise God for his protection, love, grace, 
Life in abundance!

• Please pray that Christians worldwide will 
be awake, prepared for the coming of 
Y’shua (Jesus).

“Over everything the glory will be a canopy. It 
will be a shelter and shade from the heat of 
the day, and a refuge and hiding place from 
the storm and rain”. Isaiah 4,5b-6 

We would like to share with you an answer to 
prayer. For some time we have been praying 
to meet men and women of peace among the 
Russian-speaking Central Asian community 
in this city. Unlike other communities, they are 
dispersed geographically and among different 
cultures. Added to this, we are in a pioneering 
work here - to our knowledge, there has been 
no ministry to this people group here or in the 
whole of this region for that matter. So, to find 
them we have to seek them out.

In the New Year we started prayer walking 
in the Muslim-dominated regions of our city, 
asking mainly for men and women of peace. 
It was during one of these walks in our local 
suburb that we bumped into an Uzbek 
couple, Jamal and Feruza. Within 5 minutes 
they had invited us and our children to their 
apartment for plov that evening! Later, as we 
arrived at the entrance to the block with our 
children, we realised we had prayed at exactly 
the same spot earlier in the day. The prayer 
was for Jesus’ statement from Mark 11:23 
to be realised: “Truly I tell you, if anyone says 
to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the 
sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but 
believes that what they say will happen, it will 
be done for them”. 

That evening we walked into a whole 
apartment of Uzbeks who are living in the 

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to meet 
in secret as an underground church? Have you 
ever felt that it’s almost impossible to imagine 
what it’s like to meet under persecution? How 
do you meet? How does it feel? How do you 
sing when you can’t make any noise? What are 
the issues? When challenged, what do you say 
and how do you react?  Many of us have read 
Hebrews 13:3, “Remember those in prison as 
if you were their fellow-prisoners, and those 
who are ill-treated as if you yourselves were 
suffering” and wondered, “How am I supposed 
to do that?” And that’s the problem when our 
experiences as believers are so far apart.

Here at People International, we have 
developed a simulation experience that 
provides just a small taste of what life is like for 
believers in some of the more difficult countries. 
Across Central Asia, there are some countries 
that enjoy a degree of relative freedom, whilst 
others are extremely restricted and endure 
significant persecution. The simulation starts 
before people arrive at the venue and, as the 
occasion unfolds, it replicates some of the 
experiences of so many believers in their real 
lives. 

What we wanted to do was create a simulation 
which tries to replicate the situation in the 
underground church as closely as possible. 
This is not meant to be a cheap gimmick, but 
an opportunity to enter a very different world 
and gain some small understanding of the 
situation of others. It is often quite moving and 
can even be a little frightening. The simulation 

has been put together with the help of those 
who have had real experience of these events. 
Maybe this will help people to obey the 
command of God’s Word in Hebrews more 
effectively and, more than likely, it will leave you 
quietly stirred in your heart. 

The simulation is particularly suited to small 
groups of 10-20 people, but can be run on 
consecutive days/evenings to cater for larger 
groups. It is especially suitable for university/
college student groups and home groups. 

The occasion includes a bible study that takes 
place during the simulation, a debrief when the 
simulation ends and a short presentation on 
the work of People International whilst sitting 
around in a small group.

WARNING: you need to expect everything 
to be very different as a very unfamiliar world 
unfolds before you, with the need to look over 
your shoulder, check constantly and be ready 
for any eventuality. You must understand we 
can’t say anything else!

Email chat@peopleintl.org.uk if you’re 
interested in making a booking.
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same town as us. During our time there, 
we were introduced to a family with two 
sons who have recently emigrated here 
and a man whose wife had just returned to 
Uzbekistan with their newborn baby as her 
visa had expired. Our host couple’s three 
young children are also apart from them, 
being looked after by their grandparents. Max 
shared that he believed God had brought 
us together as we had been praying to 
meet people from Sara’s homeland. Then 
we talked about what the Bible says about 
Jesus. However, Jamal was rigid in his belief 
that their holy book was the last revelation 
from God and therefore superceded ours 
(which, in his view, is corrupted anyway). We 
have since had the couple back to our home 
for dinner and visited Jamal’s sister’s flat in a 
nearby town.

Please give thanks with us for an open 
door into this community and pray that the 
inhabitants of both flats would form the first 
movement of Uzbek Jesus followers in this 
city.   

• Give thanks for the contacts made within 
the Uzbek community

• Pray for our team working amongst 
migrants that they would continue to 
make good contacts amongst the 
Central Asian community

The Mari El Republic is home to the Mari 
people, a Finno-Ugric ethnic group who have 
traditionally lived along the Russian Volga and 
Kama Rivers. The population of the Mari El 
Republic is just under 700,000.  Mari people 
can also be found in nearby Tatarstan and 
Bashkortan. Mari tribes can be traced back 
to the fifth century.  Even though a significant 
number of Maris became members of the 

Russian Orthodox church during the Soviet era, 
many kept their pagan traditions.

A group of the first year students of the 
Eurasian Mission College in Kazan went to 
Yoshkar-Ola - the capital city of the Mari El 
Republic - for their recent mission placement. A 
college student, from Russia itself, reports back 
on their evangelism...

Thankfulness for the opportunities the students 
had to speak of Christ, in what is a very difficult 
and largely closed region for evangelism

Praise God that there is one church proclaiming 
the Gospel in the capital Yoshkar-Ola - pray for 
His blessing and their protection

Pray that the Gospel will take root amongst the 
Mari people, known as Europe’s last pagans - 
that they will come to see that Jesus made the 
once-for-all sacrifice for our sins 

“Before I arrived, I looked at the information 
on the Internet. It was written there that it is 
an Orthodox people. But when we arrived, it 
turned out that they were pagans. We plunged 
deeper into the study of the people when we 
went to visit a village. We shared the gospel. 
We knocked on the doors of the houses. In 
one house the door was opened by an elderly 
woman and her husband. This woman said: 
“We do not need your God, we have our own. 
We worship in the groves.” I was so surprised. 
It is the first time I have encountered this. I 
thought, here in the centre of Russia, 750 km 
from Moscow, is paganism. 

The Mari still worship in the groves of tree spirits 
and offer them blood sacrifices. Each family 
has its own place or grove. It turns out that, in 
one area, 70 groves exist where they worship, 
and half of them are officially registered. By law, 

they have exactly the same rights and status 
as churches. They have registration, they have 
their priests. Their priest is called a Kart. They 
make sacrifices there. They used to bring big 
animals. But now they use small animals and 
birds - goats, sheep, geese. They put a vat in 
this grove and start cooking. The blood of the 
animal that flows to the ground is brought to 
the lower gods, and the stream rises to the 
higher gods. They cook a blood sacrifice in the 
cauldron and only the family can eat this, and 
the remains of the food are burned.  This is a 
tradition that is passed on from generation to 
generation. They believe, for example, if your 
foot is ill, remove the sock and tie it to this tree 
and healing will come. Mostly they ask their 
gods about how to have a good life here on 
earth. They talked little about eternity. They 
believe in Jesus Christ, but for them he is not 
God, but rather just a saint.”

pointers for prayer

Report from Northern Europe

from our own correspondent



Yet today, despite the history of the early 
church, this country is quite barren to the 
gospel. It is estimated that there are around 
7000 Turkish believers in Turkey, if you’re 
good with maths, that means in a country of 
70 million, the number of believers is around 
0.01%. But it gets far worse than that as 
Eastern Turkey is pretty much unreached by 
the good news of Jesus, where the figures fall 
to 0.001% typically and sometimes zero.

Modern day Turkey seeks to be the bridge 
between east and west, is strategic politically, 
militarily and even economically. The new 
airport in Istanbul, due to open this month, 
will end up with 6 runways and is planned 
to be double the size of the current largest 
airport in the world. Right now you can fly to 
more countries from Turkey than from any 
other country. Istanbul’s skyline is increasingly 
filled with high rise, glass fronted buildings of 
great architectural design. 

Despite all the modern images, the lovely 
seaside resorts, the high mountains (did 
you know you can ski there?) and the 
cosmopolitan buzz of Istanbul, the country 

it’s a real eye-opener. Inside we tell you 
more.

As you wander through the pages, we’ll 
take you into a number of countries within 
Central Asia including Tatarstan and Turkey 
as well as into Northern Europe to get a 
glimpse of working with Muslim refugees 
from Central Asia. 

Jesus said that he would build his church 
and the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it. Jesus IS building his church in 
Central Asia and we are delighted that 
you are partnering with us in praying and 
supporting. Thank you so much for being 
part of the work of Jesus Christ in Central 
Asia!

 
Al Simms, UK Director & Team

Welcome to your spring edition of “Update”. 
We’ve included a variety of articles this quarter, 
some to inform you, others to help you pray 
for the work and even a few opportunities for 
you, our readers, to get involved with us, all of 
which reflects the diversity of the countries and 
situations we encounter in Central Asia.

We are offering you the opportunity to deepen 
your involvement with Central Asia by getting 
up and going there - to “Go, Look, See and 
Do”. It’s not a holiday trip, but it may be a life-
changing trip!

Some of the countries we work in are relatively 
free, others have a higher level of persecution. 
And if you can’t begin to imagine what life is 
like as a believer, living and worshipping under 
persecution, then we want to invite you to 
experience it in some small way. We don’t need 
to take you all the way to one of the  more 
oppressed countries of Central Asia, we can 
bring the experience to you – but be warned, 
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Whatever happened to Turkey?

Many of us like a good quiz, so here 
are some questions to test your bible 
knowledge …

1. In which country did the readers 
receive Galatians, Ephesians and 
Colossians?

2. Where was Timothy when Paul wrote 
his letters to him?

3. Where did Philemon live?

4. Where were the 7 churches of 
Revelation located?

5. In which modern day country is 
Antioch, where the disciples were first 
called Christians? 

I hope all you quizzers have spotted a 
recurring theme! The answer is Turkey, 
Turkey and Turkey. In fact a huge proportion 
of the New Testament is linked to the land 
that is modern day Turkey. Paul’s missionary 
journeys were sent from the church in Turkey 
(Antioch is now Antakya) to much of the rest 
of Turkey. 

update ll

Do you want to go to a part of the world where 
God is at work? Are you keen to have (or want 
to grow) a passion to reach Muslims with the 
good news of the love of Jesus? Might you be 
interested in exploring short or long term mission 
service in Central Asia? Or just keen to enthuse 
your local church to supporting gospel work in 
Central Asia? Then, read on …

In 2020, we’re planning to run a number of 
GLSD visits to Central Asia. Each visit will be 
over 2 weeks to allow folk to use holidays. With 
a training weekend in advance so that we can 
make the most of the trip, you’ll get to see a 
country in Central Asia, do some of the things 
that tourists do, but also delve into the lives and 

ministry of believers in the country, meeting and 
engaging with locals and getting a real taste of 
mission on the front line.

If you come along, you’ll need to see this trip as 
an adventure rather than a holiday, have a “can-
do” attitude and be flexible across the board. But 
don’t worry - there’ll be someone from People 
International as part of the group. Most of the 
dates have already been set, so feel free to 
engage in some forward planning!

If you are interested in finding out more, then 
drop us an email, putting GLSD in the title line 
to joinus@peopleintl.org.uk .

is bound by Islam. That’s not to say everyone 
is a passionate Muslim, many are proud to 
be Muslim but aren’t serious about practising 
their faith with any great commitment, but 
being Muslim is part of their national identity. 
To be Turkish is to be Muslim. That makes 
“becoming a follower of Jesus” a huge deal; it 
is to be seen to deny one’s nationality, to bring 
shame on the family and often to become a 
traitor and an outcast in society. 

So what hope is there? Loads!! Jesus Christ 
IS building his church and the gates of hell 
will not prevail against it! Churches are getting 
more people “drop in” to ask questions than 
you’d ever get in a UK church. One church 
has an average of around 5 people a day who 
call in, many of whom take a New Testament 
and other literature. There is a disillusionment 
experienced by many in Turkey and this is 
causing some to search for truth. When those 
who have been bound by Islam hear the truth, 
they are so often astounded by GRACE. 
Grace is something new and quite stunning – 
that God loves them unconditionally without 
them having to do things and earn his favour. 

And that’s the brilliant good news of the 
gospel to be proclaimed! Turkish people are 
coming to faith in Jesus Christ!

• Pray for Turkey! Please just do it – 
personally, in small groups, in prayer 
triplets, whatever, please pray.

• With only 0.01% Turkish believers 
in the country, we need many more 
missionaries to get up and go. In the UK 
the seed of God’s Word is being sown, 
even though the ground is hard, but in 
so many places in Turkey the seed is 
not even being sown. Can you work in 
Turkey to support the fledgling, often first 
generation churches?  Could you teach 
in a school, teach English as a foreign 
language, be an IT worker, run a small 
business, or fulfil one of the many other 
opportunities to live in Turkey?



Yet today, despite the history of the early 
church, this country is quite barren to the 
gospel. It is estimated that there are around 
7000 Turkish believers in Turkey, if you’re 
good with maths, that means in a country of 
70 million, the number of believers is around 
0.01%. But it gets far worse than that as 
Eastern Turkey is pretty much unreached by 
the good news of Jesus, where the figures fall 
to 0.001% typically and sometimes zero.

Modern day Turkey seeks to be the bridge 
between east and west, is strategic politically, 
militarily and even economically. The new 
airport in Istanbul, due to open this month, 
will end up with 6 runways and is planned 
to be double the size of the current largest 
airport in the world. Right now you can fly to 
more countries from Turkey than from any 
other country. Istanbul’s skyline is increasingly 
filled with high rise, glass fronted buildings of 
great architectural design. 

Despite all the modern images, the lovely 
seaside resorts, the high mountains (did 
you know you can ski there?) and the 
cosmopolitan buzz of Istanbul, the country 

it’s a real eye-opener. Inside we tell you 
more.

As you wander through the pages, we’ll 
take you into a number of countries within 
Central Asia including Tatarstan and Turkey 
as well as into Northern Europe to get a 
glimpse of working with Muslim refugees 
from Central Asia. 

Jesus said that he would build his church 
and the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it. Jesus IS building his church in 
Central Asia and we are delighted that 
you are partnering with us in praying and 
supporting. Thank you so much for being 
part of the work of Jesus Christ in Central 
Asia!

 
Al Simms, UK Director & Team

Welcome to your spring edition of “Update”. 
We’ve included a variety of articles this quarter, 
some to inform you, others to help you pray 
for the work and even a few opportunities for 
you, our readers, to get involved with us, all of 
which reflects the diversity of the countries and 
situations we encounter in Central Asia.

We are offering you the opportunity to deepen 
your involvement with Central Asia by getting 
up and going there - to “Go, Look, See and 
Do”. It’s not a holiday trip, but it may be a life-
changing trip!

Some of the countries we work in are relatively 
free, others have a higher level of persecution. 
And if you can’t begin to imagine what life is 
like as a believer, living and worshipping under 
persecution, then we want to invite you to 
experience it in some small way. We don’t need 
to take you all the way to one of the  more 
oppressed countries of Central Asia, we can 
bring the experience to you – but be warned, 
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Whatever happened to Turkey?

Many of us like a good quiz, so here 
are some questions to test your bible 
knowledge …

1. In which country did the readers 
receive Galatians, Ephesians and 
Colossians?

2. Where was Timothy when Paul wrote 
his letters to him?

3. Where did Philemon live?

4. Where were the 7 churches of 
Revelation located?

5. In which modern day country is 
Antioch, where the disciples were first 
called Christians? 

I hope all you quizzers have spotted a 
recurring theme! The answer is Turkey, 
Turkey and Turkey. In fact a huge proportion 
of the New Testament is linked to the land 
that is modern day Turkey. Paul’s missionary 
journeys were sent from the church in Turkey 
(Antioch is now Antakya) to much of the rest 
of Turkey. 

update ll

Do you want to go to a part of the world where 
God is at work? Are you keen to have (or want 
to grow) a passion to reach Muslims with the 
good news of the love of Jesus? Might you be 
interested in exploring short or long term mission 
service in Central Asia? Or just keen to enthuse 
your local church to supporting gospel work in 
Central Asia? Then, read on …

In 2020, we’re planning to run a number of 
GLSD visits to Central Asia. Each visit will be 
over 2 weeks to allow folk to use holidays. With 
a training weekend in advance so that we can 
make the most of the trip, you’ll get to see a 
country in Central Asia, do some of the things 
that tourists do, but also delve into the lives and 

ministry of believers in the country, meeting and 
engaging with locals and getting a real taste of 
mission on the front line.

If you come along, you’ll need to see this trip as 
an adventure rather than a holiday, have a “can-
do” attitude and be flexible across the board. But 
don’t worry - there’ll be someone from People 
International as part of the group. Most of the 
dates have already been set, so feel free to 
engage in some forward planning!

If you are interested in finding out more, then 
drop us an email, putting GLSD in the title line 
to joinus@peopleintl.org.uk .

is bound by Islam. That’s not to say everyone 
is a passionate Muslim, many are proud to 
be Muslim but aren’t serious about practising 
their faith with any great commitment, but 
being Muslim is part of their national identity. 
To be Turkish is to be Muslim. That makes 
“becoming a follower of Jesus” a huge deal; it 
is to be seen to deny one’s nationality, to bring 
shame on the family and often to become a 
traitor and an outcast in society. 

So what hope is there? Loads!! Jesus Christ 
IS building his church and the gates of hell 
will not prevail against it! Churches are getting 
more people “drop in” to ask questions than 
you’d ever get in a UK church. One church 
has an average of around 5 people a day who 
call in, many of whom take a New Testament 
and other literature. There is a disillusionment 
experienced by many in Turkey and this is 
causing some to search for truth. When those 
who have been bound by Islam hear the truth, 
they are so often astounded by GRACE. 
Grace is something new and quite stunning – 
that God loves them unconditionally without 
them having to do things and earn his favour. 

And that’s the brilliant good news of the 
gospel to be proclaimed! Turkish people are 
coming to faith in Jesus Christ!

• Pray for Turkey! Please just do it – 
personally, in small groups, in prayer 
triplets, whatever, please pray.

• With only 0.01% Turkish believers 
in the country, we need many more 
missionaries to get up and go. In the UK 
the seed of God’s Word is being sown, 
even though the ground is hard, but in 
so many places in Turkey the seed is 
not even being sown. Can you work in 
Turkey to support the fledgling, often first 
generation churches?  Could you teach 
in a school, teach English as a foreign 
language, be an IT worker, run a small 
business, or fulfil one of the many other 
opportunities to live in Turkey?



Yet today, despite the history of the early 
church, this country is quite barren to the 
gospel. It is estimated that there are around 
7000 Turkish believers in Turkey, if you’re 
good with maths, that means in a country of 
70 million, the number of believers is around 
0.01%. But it gets far worse than that as 
Eastern Turkey is pretty much unreached by 
the good news of Jesus, where the figures fall 
to 0.001% typically and sometimes zero.

Modern day Turkey seeks to be the bridge 
between east and west, is strategic politically, 
militarily and even economically. The new 
airport in Istanbul, due to open this month, 
will end up with 6 runways and is planned 
to be double the size of the current largest 
airport in the world. Right now you can fly to 
more countries from Turkey than from any 
other country. Istanbul’s skyline is increasingly 
filled with high rise, glass fronted buildings of 
great architectural design. 

Despite all the modern images, the lovely 
seaside resorts, the high mountains (did 
you know you can ski there?) and the 
cosmopolitan buzz of Istanbul, the country 

it’s a real eye-opener. Inside we tell you 
more.

As you wander through the pages, we’ll 
take you into a number of countries within 
Central Asia including Tatarstan and Turkey 
as well as into Northern Europe to get a 
glimpse of working with Muslim refugees 
from Central Asia. 

Jesus said that he would build his church 
and the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it. Jesus IS building his church in 
Central Asia and we are delighted that 
you are partnering with us in praying and 
supporting. Thank you so much for being 
part of the work of Jesus Christ in Central 
Asia!
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