
Religious freedom in Azerbaijan

and similar terms to deny the reality of the 
regime’s serious human rights violations. The 
regime and its foreign apologists even claim 
that other countries should promote “the 
Azerbaijani model of tolerance”. It appears to 
people within Azerbaijan that the regime, with 
the collaboration of some foreigners, wants 
to empty such language of any connection 
with the regime’s binding international legal 
obligations to ensure that everyone can 
exercise their freedom of religion and belief, 
freedom of expression, and other human 
rights and fundamental freedoms.

Officials behave as if the rule of law, including 
published laws, places no limitations on their 
actions - for example in torturing people. 
Trials for alleged offences often flagrantly 
lacked due process, including trials taking 
place without those accused being aware 
that the trials are happening. Officials do not 
allow legally or politically binding international 
human rights standards to which Azerbaijan is 
a party to limit their actions. These standards 
include the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the European Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms, and Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
human dimension commitments.

These actions are targeted against Christians, 
Muslims, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other 
religious groups.

you’ll know about the racing circuit in Baku 
- a modern, vibrant city with increasing 
prosperity, whilst below the surface there’s 
another story to read.

Please read, take onboard and delight in 
a gospel that is reaching the unreached 
and shining light into darkness.  Above 
everything, please use this bulletin to help 
shape your prayers over the coming weeks. 
Thank you for your support.

Al Simms 
UK Director

Welcome to this edition of “Update” and a 
Happy New Year to you! This is a year that sees 
People International achieve its 40th birthday - 
there’ll be more on this during 2019. This last 
year has seen new folk move onto the mission 
field, which is great, but how often have you 
wondered what it’s like to arrive on location and 
find your whole world has changed? Have a 
look at page 5 and read an honest account! 

Or see if you can try and imagine what it’s like 
to be Mary, rejected by those around her in life, 
but loved by God and in desperate need to 
know that love personally in her life.

And how much do you know about Azerbaijan? 
I guess many would struggle on a geography 
quiz question, but if you follow Formula 1, 
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Religious freedom in Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan is the largest country in the South 
Caucasus region and with almost 10 million 
people has the largest population. It includes 
the exclave of Nakhichevan [Naxcivan], which 
borders Iran, Armenia and Turkey, where the 
human rights situation is worse than in other 
parts of the country. A bitter territorial dispute 
continues about the currently Armenian-
controlled entity of Nagorno-Karabakh, which 
led to open war between 1988 and 1994.

Over 90 per cent of Azerbaijan’s population 
is ethnic Azeris (regarded as being of mostly 
Shia Muslim background), with around two 
per cent being Lezgins (who are regarded as 
being of Sunni Muslim background). Less than 
two per cent of the population are Russians 
or other Slavs (regarded as being of Russian 
Orthodox or other Christian background), 
with smaller percentages of Jews and other 
groups.

President Ilham Aliyev has ruled the country 
since 2003, after the death of his father 
Heidar Aliyev. Under both Aliyevs, local 
and international human rights defenders 
have documented cases of electoral fraud, 
torture, and other violations of human rights 
and the rule of law. Despite massive oil 
wealth, much of the population remains in 
poverty. Transparency International describes 
corruption in the country as “rampant”, and 
has uncovered large-scale bribery of foreign 
politicians and others to deny the regime’s 
serious human rights violations.

The regime, foreign apologists, and religious 
leaders coerced or co-opted by the 
regime use claims of what the regime calls 
“tolerance”, “dialogue”, “multiculturalism” 

uzbekistan 
Pray for this authoritarian nation and its 32 
million people. Since the death of Islam 
Karimov who ruled since independence, 
the country under the new leader Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev has only marginally opened 
up to reform. Pray for churches that 
continue to be raided illegally and their 
members fined or held. Pray for Uzbeks 
to find Christ despite the opposition and 
persecution that may result. 

uk office 
Praise God that new workers are being 
recruited for two different countries, and 
others are enquiring about long-term 
service. Pray for the office staff as they 
work to prepare people to move to Central 
Asia, and for the enquirers that they would 
be led by God to the right opportunity 
and team. Praise for the new UK director, 
please pray for him to settle in quickly and 
‘learn the ropes’.

northern cyprus
Pray for the Turkish Cypriot region of the 
island, for the mixed population of Turkish 
Cypriots, mainland Turkish, Greek and 
mixed expat communities. Pray for new 
indigenous churches to be established 
amongst the Muslim communities, for local 
leaders to be raised up and trained, and 
for workers to be effective and fruitful in 
their ministries.

update ll

Turkey
Pray for Andrew Brunson, the American 
pastor imprisoned in Turkey for two 
years on terrorism charges, who, praise 
God,was released in October. 

Pray for him and his family as they adjust 
back to life in the US after decades of 
service in Turkey. Pray for healing and 
restoration for Andrew.

Kazan, tartarstan
Please pray for God to continue to 
provide for the different needs of the bible 
and mission training college, especially 
that their financial needs would be met. 
Pray for the staff and students that they 
would train and be trained in every way 
necessary for ministry in Central Asia.

iran
Praise God that a small group of young 
men have come to faith. Pray for them 
as they are discipled, and for the worker 
who is meeting with them, that they would 
grow in faith and boldness to share with 
their families and friends.

Team members lead small groups of university 
students in conversational English practice and 
then the rest of the day is open to continue 
relationships with the students while visiting 
local museums, parks and other points of 
interest. At the weekends trips are organised 
in or around the city, including a picnic, and 
on Sundays interested students are invited to 
a Christian fellowship.  The discussion topics 
each day start simple, then progress towards 
spiritual subjects, so every student will have an 
opportunity to hear the gospel.  This program 
started in 1995, and has resulted in many 
students receiving Christ and being discipled in 
a local church.

The program is open to mature people 18 or 
older who can speak English �uently and are 

able to share their testimony and the gospel. 
This team is particularly suitable for older 
participants, who are very respected in Asian 
culture, with the added bonus that they can 
relate as equals with the teachers or parents of 
the students.

Kazakhs are Muslims, but after 70 years of 
communism, Islam is not a big part of their 
lives.  Most young people know God exists, but 
know little about Him. There is great spiritual 
openness, but who will �ll it?  But praise 
God, since 1990 about 13,000 Kazakhs have 
become believers in Jesus the Messiah.

Dates:   22nd May - 9th June 2019 
Cost:  £320 + airfare  
Contact: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

KAZAKHSTAN  
SUMMER EVANGELISM TEAM 

Share the gospel with Muslims who have never heard!

These accounts may be read in more detail 
at www.forum18.org

Joining with the US, Canada and Latin 
American of�ces, we are offering a fortnight of 
outreach to Central Asian Muslims, including 
refugees. Starting in Istanbul with 6 other 
teams then moving off to different locations, the 
teams will participate in training together before 
heading off to do outreach.

Dates:  21st May - 5th June 2019 
Location:  Istanbul & other locations  
 in Turkey 
Cost:  £800 + airfare 
Contact:  chat@peopleintl.org.uk

WOULD YOUR CHURCH TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE TO SEND 
A TEAM OF 4 PEOPLE TO CENTRAL ASIA THIS SUMMER?
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GETTING TO KNOW MARY

From Cornwall...                    ...to Kent

Welcome to this edition of “update” - or 
perhaps you should really welcome me as 
I’m the new one here and I know that many 
of you have been supporting the work of the 
gospel in Central Asia for years through People 
International.

Doubtless some of you will be asking, “Who is 
this person that’s been appointed and what’s 
he really like?” The answer will depend on who 
you are, but this is my response! I’m Al, married 
to Gill a Welsh lady, but please don’t hold that 
against her. We have three grown up children, 
Heidi, Tom and Katya, two sons-in-law and two 
small grandchildren, with another on the way. I 
love the great outdoors, including a wide range 
of activities on land, water and mountains.

I worked in management for a number of 
years, many of them alongside serving as an 
elder in a church, before moving to become a 
full-time church minister/pastor, which I did for 
a number of years in two different churches. 
Very recently I have been engaging in a wider 
itinerant work, speaking on church weekends 
away and doing quite a lot of teaching the Bible 
and leading on Christian holiday trips. Whilst 
doing this, I have been seeking what God 
would have me do with the rest of my life. 

For a number of years, Gill and I have had 
more than a passing interest in the wider world 

Mary is in her mid-twenties, and like many 
Central Asian women, has experienced much 
loss and rejection. She feels she has little 
hope for the future, with her life choices being 
dictated by others. As a foreigner, she finds 
me a ‘safe person’ to confide in, as I have no 
reason to use information ‘against her,’ the fear 
of which causes many to bury their hurt and 
become depressed. 

Mary lives with her younger brother and his 
wife, and her younger sister (another sister is 
already married). Their mother died when Mary 
was around 15, leaving them as ‘orphans’ as 
their father had already divorced their mother, 
re-married, and moved away (although he still 
visits). Their mother’s sister took responsibility 
for them out of duty, but Mary said, ‘she 
doesn’t love us.’ As such, a marriage was 
arranged for Mary (as is common) before she 
was 20, but lasted only six months before 
her husband divorced her. She suffers from 
epilepsy, and although she takes medication 
she occasionally has fits and his family 
considered her too big of a risk to have around 
children. So she had to come home in ‘shame.’ 
(Culturally a woman’s place is in her father’s or 
husband’s house, with the extended family; it is 
rare for a woman to live alone).   

Her aunt then found an older, previously-
married relative to marry her (no-one will take a 
‘ruined’ woman as a first bride), but, he clearly 
felt forced into the match, as the marriage was 
never consummated and after two weeks she 
was again ‘divorced.’ 

Although some years ago now, Mary still feels 
the rejection keenly, living in a society that 
says you are nothing if you are not married, 
especially if you don’t have children. Despite 
being pretty and able to do most of the 
housework, she asks, ‘what man would have 
me now?’ 

As believers in Christ, we have so much hope 
to hold out to women like Mary. A hope that 
says ‘Jesus accepts you, no matter who you 
are, or whatever your background’. A church 
that welcomes you as a sister, even if you are 
not related by blood. A gospel that proclaims 
that Jesus is the true husband, waiting for his 
undefiled bride, purified by his blood shed on 
the cross, whom he loves unconditionally.

Please pray for Mary and many women like her, 
that they might open their hearts to this truth 
and be able to enjoy true hope and peace, and 
a place in the loving family of God.  

Expect the unexpected:  
a new worker writes

News from Tatarstan and  
Kazan Mission College

Handcuffs for the  
faith: Pastor arrested  
for baptism
On the evening of 22 November, a Tatar 
pastor was arrested and placed in detention 
in order to be brought in handcuffs to the 
courtroom.  He was fined for carrying out a 
baptism in the Kama river. 

It was stated that there had been “violation 
of set arrangement procedures for holding 
a meeting, demonstration, procession or 
picketing-organisation or carrying out a public 
event without the prior notification of the 
forthcoming event”.  The pastor argued that 
it was in fact a family retreat with no outside 
people. In addition, there was no public 
notification of the baptism, and no distribution 
of religious materials. 

Lawyers intend to appeal on the basis of 
an illegal arrest.  Some view this as part 
of an intended and planned intimidation of 
evangelical pastors.   

As I prepared to come out to the field, I 
received a lot of advice and a lot of thoughts 
on how my first few months on the field would 
be, but the best advice I got was ‘expect the 
unexpected’! I have been out to Central Asia 
for summer camps since 2014, so in some 
ways I knew what I was getting myself in to. It 
meant that I could get myself around the city, 
order a burger, do my shopping and navigate 
the craziness which is the local public 
transport system (well at least I was prepared 
for being shouted at for not knowing the 
protocol on the overcrowded minibuses that 
serve as the main mode of public transport). It 
also meant that I expected my time here to be 
just like extended versions of my 2-week trips! 

One of my main activities here is language 
learning, and it has been quite a shock 
to come face to face with the rules and 
exceptions of the Russian language. The 
language lulls you into a false sense of 
security before hitting you with a completely 
unexpected rule or exception. There 
have been days where I feel I have made 
progress, and days where I feel like giving 
up completely, but there is a real sense of 
joy when you realise you understood what 
was just said to you in a shop or café. Being 
a white westerner in Central Asia has both 
benefits and drawbacks. Many people are 
genuinely interested to know about where you 
come from and what life is like in the west. 
Others eye you with suspicion, asking why 
you’d want to come to a country where most 
young people are dreaming of leaving? 

It is always fun to have a conversation about 
my Premier League club, or teach people how 
to say ‘traditional English’ phrases. However 
it can also make locals ashamed to talk about 
their country because they believe the west to 
be infinitely better that Central Asia, so there is 
clearly a balancing act to be performed when 
meeting locals. 

Christian scene. Between us we have been 
involved in visiting and encouraging on the 
mission field, teaching the Bible, pastoral care 
and providing support to frontline workers 
through difficult times. When I received the 
details of this job, it was an amazing fit and 
something I really, really wanted to do. What’s 
even more astonishing is that the Trustee Board 
presumably thought there was something in 
this too!! 

The challenges in the days ahead are many, 
but ultimately, it is only in God’s grace that I 
will be able to serve Him and you as workers 
and partners in the gospel. I will seek to do 
this to the best of my ability using the gifts 
given me on loan for His service and build on 
the excellent work already in progress. I look 
forward to meeting many of you in the days 
ahead, but thank you for your support of God’s 
gospel work in Central Asia!

get in touch phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

I’d love an invitation to come and speak 
about People International in your church 
fellowship and can also do a Bible teaching 
slot if desired. 

Send me an email to al@peopleintl.org.uk  
or give me a ring on 07938 861278.

Cardboard  
Evangelism in Kazan 
A Tatar college student puts his cardboard 
creative and writing skills into play during 
a week of mission practice in the Tatarstan 
capital city.  The sign reads ‘Jesus Christ 
died for you’. Many could not fail to 
notice as they passed by in the packed 
trolleybuses (trams!), some walking by 
stopped, others chose to ignore and some 
openly swore at the students.  

An old Muslim lady who didn’t like that 
they were “imposing” their faith started to 
blame the students that they were doing 
everything for money’s sake, such as selling 
crosses, literature and so on.  An orthodox 
woman argued that they were seeking to 
drag people into their ‘sect’.  Then followed 
a lively debate with a Jehovah Witness. 

When asked about what they were speaking 
about, the students boldly proclaimed they 
preach Jesus Christ, who died on the cross 
for their sins and was resurrected on the 
third day. On hearing this, another woman 
started smiling and blessing the students!!!

Mission college  
library book classified 
as ‘extremist’
A recent court case ruled that a college library 
book was promoting extremist views, despite 
it being widely available for some years.  The 
college was not fined, but rather given a 
strong warning that should any further books 
be deemed also to be banned within the 
next 12 months, the consequences would 
be much more serious.  Please pray that 
the college will know how best to act in this 
situation. 

Where I live, there is a growing café culture, 
with café’s and coffee shops seemingly 
popping up every week. Along with café’s 
there is a growing art scene, including paint 
and photography, as well as music and film. 
As a musician, this has given me a brilliant 
opportunity to meet local musicians and make 
friends. 

There have been downs as well as ups, some 
minor like missing salt and vinegar crisps, 
and some more serious like being made 
acutely aware that while superficially, religious 
freedom is granted in the region, Christianity 
is still eyed with a lot of suspicion in the cities 
and openly opposed in the villages.

If you are reading this while you prepare to 
come out on the field for the first time, get all 
the advice and information you can get before 
you arrive, be ready to take the good with the 
bad, be ok with getting the language wrong, 
be ready to answer a million questions about 
the West, be ready to miss some of your 
favourite foods, be frustrated by pseudo-
religious freedoms. But overall remember to 
‘expect the unexpected’ and be excited to 
see God use you in ways you could never 
predict!
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elder in a church, before moving to become a 
full-time church minister/pastor, which I did for 
a number of years in two different churches. 
Very recently I have been engaging in a wider 
itinerant work, speaking on church weekends 
away and doing quite a lot of teaching the Bible 
and leading on Christian holiday trips. Whilst 
doing this, I have been seeking what God 
would have me do with the rest of my life. 

For a number of years, Gill and I have had 
more than a passing interest in the wider world 

Mary is in her mid-twenties, and like many 
Central Asian women, has experienced much 
loss and rejection. She feels she has little 
hope for the future, with her life choices being 
dictated by others. As a foreigner, she finds 
me a ‘safe person’ to confide in, as I have no 
reason to use information ‘against her,’ the fear 
of which causes many to bury their hurt and 
become depressed. 

Mary lives with her younger brother and his 
wife, and her younger sister (another sister is 
already married). Their mother died when Mary 
was around 15, leaving them as ‘orphans’ as 
their father had already divorced their mother, 
re-married, and moved away (although he still 
visits). Their mother’s sister took responsibility 
for them out of duty, but Mary said, ‘she 
doesn’t love us.’ As such, a marriage was 
arranged for Mary (as is common) before she 
was 20, but lasted only six months before 
her husband divorced her. She suffers from 
epilepsy, and although she takes medication 
she occasionally has fits and his family 
considered her too big of a risk to have around 
children. So she had to come home in ‘shame.’ 
(Culturally a woman’s place is in her father’s or 
husband’s house, with the extended family; it is 
rare for a woman to live alone).   

Her aunt then found an older, previously-
married relative to marry her (no-one will take a 
‘ruined’ woman as a first bride), but, he clearly 
felt forced into the match, as the marriage was 
never consummated and after two weeks she 
was again ‘divorced.’ 

Although some years ago now, Mary still feels 
the rejection keenly, living in a society that 
says you are nothing if you are not married, 
especially if you don’t have children. Despite 
being pretty and able to do most of the 
housework, she asks, ‘what man would have 
me now?’ 

As believers in Christ, we have so much hope 
to hold out to women like Mary. A hope that 
says ‘Jesus accepts you, no matter who you 
are, or whatever your background’. A church 
that welcomes you as a sister, even if you are 
not related by blood. A gospel that proclaims 
that Jesus is the true husband, waiting for his 
undefiled bride, purified by his blood shed on 
the cross, whom he loves unconditionally.

Please pray for Mary and many women like her, 
that they might open their hearts to this truth 
and be able to enjoy true hope and peace, and 
a place in the loving family of God.  

Expect the unexpected:  
a new worker writes

News from Tatarstan and  
Kazan Mission College

Handcuffs for the  
faith: Pastor arrested  
for baptism
On the evening of 22 November, a Tatar 
pastor was arrested and placed in detention 
in order to be brought in handcuffs to the 
courtroom.  He was fined for carrying out a 
baptism in the Kama river. 

It was stated that there had been “violation 
of set arrangement procedures for holding 
a meeting, demonstration, procession or 
picketing-organisation or carrying out a public 
event without the prior notification of the 
forthcoming event”.  The pastor argued that 
it was in fact a family retreat with no outside 
people. In addition, there was no public 
notification of the baptism, and no distribution 
of religious materials. 

Lawyers intend to appeal on the basis of 
an illegal arrest.  Some view this as part 
of an intended and planned intimidation of 
evangelical pastors.   

As I prepared to come out to the field, I 
received a lot of advice and a lot of thoughts 
on how my first few months on the field would 
be, but the best advice I got was ‘expect the 
unexpected’! I have been out to Central Asia 
for summer camps since 2014, so in some 
ways I knew what I was getting myself in to. It 
meant that I could get myself around the city, 
order a burger, do my shopping and navigate 
the craziness which is the local public 
transport system (well at least I was prepared 
for being shouted at for not knowing the 
protocol on the overcrowded minibuses that 
serve as the main mode of public transport). It 
also meant that I expected my time here to be 
just like extended versions of my 2-week trips! 

One of my main activities here is language 
learning, and it has been quite a shock 
to come face to face with the rules and 
exceptions of the Russian language. The 
language lulls you into a false sense of 
security before hitting you with a completely 
unexpected rule or exception. There 
have been days where I feel I have made 
progress, and days where I feel like giving 
up completely, but there is a real sense of 
joy when you realise you understood what 
was just said to you in a shop or café. Being 
a white westerner in Central Asia has both 
benefits and drawbacks. Many people are 
genuinely interested to know about where you 
come from and what life is like in the west. 
Others eye you with suspicion, asking why 
you’d want to come to a country where most 
young people are dreaming of leaving? 

It is always fun to have a conversation about 
my Premier League club, or teach people how 
to say ‘traditional English’ phrases. However 
it can also make locals ashamed to talk about 
their country because they believe the west to 
be infinitely better that Central Asia, so there is 
clearly a balancing act to be performed when 
meeting locals. 

Christian scene. Between us we have been 
involved in visiting and encouraging on the 
mission field, teaching the Bible, pastoral care 
and providing support to frontline workers 
through difficult times. When I received the 
details of this job, it was an amazing fit and 
something I really, really wanted to do. What’s 
even more astonishing is that the Trustee Board 
presumably thought there was something in 
this too!! 

The challenges in the days ahead are many, 
but ultimately, it is only in God’s grace that I 
will be able to serve Him and you as workers 
and partners in the gospel. I will seek to do 
this to the best of my ability using the gifts 
given me on loan for His service and build on 
the excellent work already in progress. I look 
forward to meeting many of you in the days 
ahead, but thank you for your support of God’s 
gospel work in Central Asia!

get in touch phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

I’d love an invitation to come and speak 
about People International in your church 
fellowship and can also do a Bible teaching 
slot if desired. 

Send me an email to al@peopleintl.org.uk  
or give me a ring on 07938 861278.

Cardboard  
Evangelism in Kazan 
A Tatar college student puts his cardboard 
creative and writing skills into play during 
a week of mission practice in the Tatarstan 
capital city.  The sign reads ‘Jesus Christ 
died for you’. Many could not fail to 
notice as they passed by in the packed 
trolleybuses (trams!), some walking by 
stopped, others chose to ignore and some 
openly swore at the students.  

An old Muslim lady who didn’t like that 
they were “imposing” their faith started to 
blame the students that they were doing 
everything for money’s sake, such as selling 
crosses, literature and so on.  An orthodox 
woman argued that they were seeking to 
drag people into their ‘sect’.  Then followed 
a lively debate with a Jehovah Witness. 

When asked about what they were speaking 
about, the students boldly proclaimed they 
preach Jesus Christ, who died on the cross 
for their sins and was resurrected on the 
third day. On hearing this, another woman 
started smiling and blessing the students!!!

Mission college  
library book classified 
as ‘extremist’
A recent court case ruled that a college library 
book was promoting extremist views, despite 
it being widely available for some years.  The 
college was not fined, but rather given a 
strong warning that should any further books 
be deemed also to be banned within the 
next 12 months, the consequences would 
be much more serious.  Please pray that 
the college will know how best to act in this 
situation. 

Where I live, there is a growing café culture, 
with café’s and coffee shops seemingly 
popping up every week. Along with café’s 
there is a growing art scene, including paint 
and photography, as well as music and film. 
As a musician, this has given me a brilliant 
opportunity to meet local musicians and make 
friends. 

There have been downs as well as ups, some 
minor like missing salt and vinegar crisps, 
and some more serious like being made 
acutely aware that while superficially, religious 
freedom is granted in the region, Christianity 
is still eyed with a lot of suspicion in the cities 
and openly opposed in the villages.

If you are reading this while you prepare to 
come out on the field for the first time, get all 
the advice and information you can get before 
you arrive, be ready to take the good with the 
bad, be ok with getting the language wrong, 
be ready to answer a million questions about 
the West, be ready to miss some of your 
favourite foods, be frustrated by pseudo-
religious freedoms. But overall remember to 
‘expect the unexpected’ and be excited to 
see God use you in ways you could never 
predict!



focus - broadcasting into Turkmenistan
GETTING TO KNOW MARY

From Cornwall...                    ...to Kent

Welcome to this edition of “update” - or 
perhaps you should really welcome me as 
I’m the new one here and I know that many 
of you have been supporting the work of the 
gospel in Central Asia for years through People 
International.

Doubtless some of you will be asking, “Who is 
this person that’s been appointed and what’s 
he really like?” The answer will depend on who 
you are, but this is my response! I’m Al, married 
to Gill a Welsh lady, but please don’t hold that 
against her. We have three grown up children, 
Heidi, Tom and Katya, two sons-in-law and two 
small grandchildren, with another on the way. I 
love the great outdoors, including a wide range 
of activities on land, water and mountains.

I worked in management for a number of 
years, many of them alongside serving as an 
elder in a church, before moving to become a 
full-time church minister/pastor, which I did for 
a number of years in two different churches. 
Very recently I have been engaging in a wider 
itinerant work, speaking on church weekends 
away and doing quite a lot of teaching the Bible 
and leading on Christian holiday trips. Whilst 
doing this, I have been seeking what God 
would have me do with the rest of my life. 

For a number of years, Gill and I have had 
more than a passing interest in the wider world 

Mary is in her mid-twenties, and like many 
Central Asian women, has experienced much 
loss and rejection. She feels she has little 
hope for the future, with her life choices being 
dictated by others. As a foreigner, she finds 
me a ‘safe person’ to confide in, as I have no 
reason to use information ‘against her,’ the fear 
of which causes many to bury their hurt and 
become depressed. 

Mary lives with her younger brother and his 
wife, and her younger sister (another sister is 
already married). Their mother died when Mary 
was around 15, leaving them as ‘orphans’ as 
their father had already divorced their mother, 
re-married, and moved away (although he still 
visits). Their mother’s sister took responsibility 
for them out of duty, but Mary said, ‘she 
doesn’t love us.’ As such, a marriage was 
arranged for Mary (as is common) before she 
was 20, but lasted only six months before 
her husband divorced her. She suffers from 
epilepsy, and although she takes medication 
she occasionally has fits and his family 
considered her too big of a risk to have around 
children. So she had to come home in ‘shame.’ 
(Culturally a woman’s place is in her father’s or 
husband’s house, with the extended family; it is 
rare for a woman to live alone).   

Her aunt then found an older, previously-
married relative to marry her (no-one will take a 
‘ruined’ woman as a first bride), but, he clearly 
felt forced into the match, as the marriage was 
never consummated and after two weeks she 
was again ‘divorced.’ 

Although some years ago now, Mary still feels 
the rejection keenly, living in a society that 
says you are nothing if you are not married, 
especially if you don’t have children. Despite 
being pretty and able to do most of the 
housework, she asks, ‘what man would have 
me now?’ 

As believers in Christ, we have so much hope 
to hold out to women like Mary. A hope that 
says ‘Jesus accepts you, no matter who you 
are, or whatever your background’. A church 
that welcomes you as a sister, even if you are 
not related by blood. A gospel that proclaims 
that Jesus is the true husband, waiting for his 
undefiled bride, purified by his blood shed on 
the cross, whom he loves unconditionally.

Please pray for Mary and many women like her, 
that they might open their hearts to this truth 
and be able to enjoy true hope and peace, and 
a place in the loving family of God.  

Expect the unexpected:  
a new worker writes

News from Tatarstan and  
Kazan Mission College

Handcuffs for the  
faith: Pastor arrested  
for baptism
On the evening of 22 November, a Tatar 
pastor was arrested and placed in detention 
in order to be brought in handcuffs to the 
courtroom.  He was fined for carrying out a 
baptism in the Kama river. 

It was stated that there had been “violation 
of set arrangement procedures for holding 
a meeting, demonstration, procession or 
picketing-organisation or carrying out a public 
event without the prior notification of the 
forthcoming event”.  The pastor argued that 
it was in fact a family retreat with no outside 
people. In addition, there was no public 
notification of the baptism, and no distribution 
of religious materials. 

Lawyers intend to appeal on the basis of 
an illegal arrest.  Some view this as part 
of an intended and planned intimidation of 
evangelical pastors.   

As I prepared to come out to the field, I 
received a lot of advice and a lot of thoughts 
on how my first few months on the field would 
be, but the best advice I got was ‘expect the 
unexpected’! I have been out to Central Asia 
for summer camps since 2014, so in some 
ways I knew what I was getting myself in to. It 
meant that I could get myself around the city, 
order a burger, do my shopping and navigate 
the craziness which is the local public 
transport system (well at least I was prepared 
for being shouted at for not knowing the 
protocol on the overcrowded minibuses that 
serve as the main mode of public transport). It 
also meant that I expected my time here to be 
just like extended versions of my 2-week trips! 

One of my main activities here is language 
learning, and it has been quite a shock 
to come face to face with the rules and 
exceptions of the Russian language. The 
language lulls you into a false sense of 
security before hitting you with a completely 
unexpected rule or exception. There 
have been days where I feel I have made 
progress, and days where I feel like giving 
up completely, but there is a real sense of 
joy when you realise you understood what 
was just said to you in a shop or café. Being 
a white westerner in Central Asia has both 
benefits and drawbacks. Many people are 
genuinely interested to know about where you 
come from and what life is like in the west. 
Others eye you with suspicion, asking why 
you’d want to come to a country where most 
young people are dreaming of leaving? 

It is always fun to have a conversation about 
my Premier League club, or teach people how 
to say ‘traditional English’ phrases. However 
it can also make locals ashamed to talk about 
their country because they believe the west to 
be infinitely better that Central Asia, so there is 
clearly a balancing act to be performed when 
meeting locals. 

Christian scene. Between us we have been 
involved in visiting and encouraging on the 
mission field, teaching the Bible, pastoral care 
and providing support to frontline workers 
through difficult times. When I received the 
details of this job, it was an amazing fit and 
something I really, really wanted to do. What’s 
even more astonishing is that the Trustee Board 
presumably thought there was something in 
this too!! 

The challenges in the days ahead are many, 
but ultimately, it is only in God’s grace that I 
will be able to serve Him and you as workers 
and partners in the gospel. I will seek to do 
this to the best of my ability using the gifts 
given me on loan for His service and build on 
the excellent work already in progress. I look 
forward to meeting many of you in the days 
ahead, but thank you for your support of God’s 
gospel work in Central Asia!

get in touch phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

I’d love an invitation to come and speak 
about People International in your church 
fellowship and can also do a Bible teaching 
slot if desired. 

Send me an email to al@peopleintl.org.uk  
or give me a ring on 07938 861278.

Cardboard  
Evangelism in Kazan 
A Tatar college student puts his cardboard 
creative and writing skills into play during 
a week of mission practice in the Tatarstan 
capital city.  The sign reads ‘Jesus Christ 
died for you’. Many could not fail to 
notice as they passed by in the packed 
trolleybuses (trams!), some walking by 
stopped, others chose to ignore and some 
openly swore at the students.  

An old Muslim lady who didn’t like that 
they were “imposing” their faith started to 
blame the students that they were doing 
everything for money’s sake, such as selling 
crosses, literature and so on.  An orthodox 
woman argued that they were seeking to 
drag people into their ‘sect’.  Then followed 
a lively debate with a Jehovah Witness. 

When asked about what they were speaking 
about, the students boldly proclaimed they 
preach Jesus Christ, who died on the cross 
for their sins and was resurrected on the 
third day. On hearing this, another woman 
started smiling and blessing the students!!!

Mission college  
library book classified 
as ‘extremist’
A recent court case ruled that a college library 
book was promoting extremist views, despite 
it being widely available for some years.  The 
college was not fined, but rather given a 
strong warning that should any further books 
be deemed also to be banned within the 
next 12 months, the consequences would 
be much more serious.  Please pray that 
the college will know how best to act in this 
situation. 

Where I live, there is a growing café culture, 
with café’s and coffee shops seemingly 
popping up every week. Along with café’s 
there is a growing art scene, including paint 
and photography, as well as music and film. 
As a musician, this has given me a brilliant 
opportunity to meet local musicians and make 
friends. 

There have been downs as well as ups, some 
minor like missing salt and vinegar crisps, 
and some more serious like being made 
acutely aware that while superficially, religious 
freedom is granted in the region, Christianity 
is still eyed with a lot of suspicion in the cities 
and openly opposed in the villages.

If you are reading this while you prepare to 
come out on the field for the first time, get all 
the advice and information you can get before 
you arrive, be ready to take the good with the 
bad, be ok with getting the language wrong, 
be ready to answer a million questions about 
the West, be ready to miss some of your 
favourite foods, be frustrated by pseudo-
religious freedoms. But overall remember to 
‘expect the unexpected’ and be excited to 
see God use you in ways you could never 
predict!



Religious freedom in Azerbaijan

and similar terms to deny the reality of the 
regime’s serious human rights violations. The 
regime and its foreign apologists even claim 
that other countries should promote “the 
Azerbaijani model of tolerance”. It appears to 
people within Azerbaijan that the regime, with 
the collaboration of some foreigners, wants 
to empty such language of any connection 
with the regime’s binding international legal 
obligations to ensure that everyone can 
exercise their freedom of religion and belief, 
freedom of expression, and other human 
rights and fundamental freedoms.

Officials behave as if the rule of law, including 
published laws, places no limitations on their 
actions - for example in torturing people. 
Trials for alleged offences often flagrantly 
lacked due process, including trials taking 
place without those accused being aware 
that the trials are happening. Officials do not 
allow legally or politically binding international 
human rights standards to which Azerbaijan is 
a party to limit their actions. These standards 
include the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the European Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms, and Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
human dimension commitments.

These actions are targeted against Christians, 
Muslims, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other 
religious groups.

you’ll know about the racing circuit in Baku 
- a modern, vibrant city with increasing 
prosperity, whilst below the surface there’s 
another story to read.

Please read, take onboard and delight in 
a gospel that is reaching the unreached 
and shining light into darkness.  Above 
everything, please use this bulletin to help 
shape your prayers over the coming weeks. 
Thank you for your support.

Al Simms 
UK Director

Welcome to this edition of “Update” and a 
Happy New Year to you! This is a year that sees 
People International achieve its 40th birthday - 
there’ll be more on this during 2019. This last 
year has seen new folk move onto the mission 
field, which is great, but how often have you 
wondered what it’s like to arrive on location and 
find your whole world has changed? Have a 
look at page 5 and read an honest account! 

Or see if you can try and imagine what it’s like 
to be Mary, rejected by those around her in life, 
but loved by God and in desperate need to 
know that love personally in her life.

And how much do you know about Azerbaijan? 
I guess many would struggle on a geography 
quiz question, but if you follow Formula 1, 
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Religious freedom in Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan is the largest country in the South 
Caucasus region and with almost 10 million 
people has the largest population. It includes 
the exclave of Nakhichevan [Naxcivan], which 
borders Iran, Armenia and Turkey, where the 
human rights situation is worse than in other 
parts of the country. A bitter territorial dispute 
continues about the currently Armenian-
controlled entity of Nagorno-Karabakh, which 
led to open war between 1988 and 1994.

Over 90 per cent of Azerbaijan’s population 
is ethnic Azeris (regarded as being of mostly 
Shia Muslim background), with around two 
per cent being Lezgins (who are regarded as 
being of Sunni Muslim background). Less than 
two per cent of the population are Russians 
or other Slavs (regarded as being of Russian 
Orthodox or other Christian background), 
with smaller percentages of Jews and other 
groups.

President Ilham Aliyev has ruled the country 
since 2003, after the death of his father 
Heidar Aliyev. Under both Aliyevs, local 
and international human rights defenders 
have documented cases of electoral fraud, 
torture, and other violations of human rights 
and the rule of law. Despite massive oil 
wealth, much of the population remains in 
poverty. Transparency International describes 
corruption in the country as “rampant”, and 
has uncovered large-scale bribery of foreign 
politicians and others to deny the regime’s 
serious human rights violations.

The regime, foreign apologists, and religious 
leaders coerced or co-opted by the 
regime use claims of what the regime calls 
“tolerance”, “dialogue”, “multiculturalism” 

uzbekistan 
Pray for this authoritarian nation and its 32 
million people. Since the death of Islam 
Karimov who ruled since independence, 
the country under the new leader Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev has only marginally opened 
up to reform. Pray for churches that 
continue to be raided illegally and their 
members fined or held. Pray for Uzbeks 
to find Christ despite the opposition and 
persecution that may result. 

uk office 
Praise God that new workers are being 
recruited for two different countries, and 
others are enquiring about long-term 
service. Pray for the office staff as they 
work to prepare people to move to Central 
Asia, and for the enquirers that they would 
be led by God to the right opportunity 
and team. Praise for the new UK director, 
please pray for him to settle in quickly and 
‘learn the ropes’.

northern cyprus
Pray for the Turkish Cypriot region of the 
island, for the mixed population of Turkish 
Cypriots, mainland Turkish, Greek and 
mixed expat communities. Pray for new 
indigenous churches to be established 
amongst the Muslim communities, for local 
leaders to be raised up and trained, and 
for workers to be effective and fruitful in 
their ministries.

update ll

Turkey
Pray for Andrew Brunson, the American 
pastor imprisoned in Turkey for two 
years on terrorism charges, who, praise 
God,was released in October. 

Pray for him and his family as they adjust 
back to life in the US after decades of 
service in Turkey. Pray for healing and 
restoration for Andrew.

Kazan, tartarstan
Please pray for God to continue to 
provide for the different needs of the bible 
and mission training college, especially 
that their financial needs would be met. 
Pray for the staff and students that they 
would train and be trained in every way 
necessary for ministry in Central Asia.

iran
Praise God that a small group of young 
men have come to faith. Pray for them 
as they are discipled, and for the worker 
who is meeting with them, that they would 
grow in faith and boldness to share with 
their families and friends.

Team members lead small groups of university 
students in conversational English practice and 
then the rest of the day is open to continue 
relationships with the students while visiting 
local museums, parks and other points of 
interest. At the weekends trips are organised 
in or around the city, including a picnic, and 
on Sundays interested students are invited to 
a Christian fellowship.  The discussion topics 
each day start simple, then progress towards 
spiritual subjects, so every student will have an 
opportunity to hear the gospel.  This program 
started in 1995, and has resulted in many 
students receiving Christ and being discipled in 
a local church.

The program is open to mature people 18 or 
older who can speak English �uently and are 

able to share their testimony and the gospel. 
This team is particularly suitable for older 
participants, who are very respected in Asian 
culture, with the added bonus that they can 
relate as equals with the teachers or parents of 
the students.

Kazakhs are Muslims, but after 70 years of 
communism, Islam is not a big part of their 
lives.  Most young people know God exists, but 
know little about Him. There is great spiritual 
openness, but who will �ll it?  But praise 
God, since 1990 about 13,000 Kazakhs have 
become believers in Jesus the Messiah.

Dates:   22nd May - 9th June 2019 
Cost:  £320 + airfare  
Contact: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

KAZAKHSTAN  
SUMMER EVANGELISM TEAM 

Share the gospel with Muslims who have never heard!

These accounts may be read in more detail 
at www.forum18.org

Joining with the US, Canada and Latin 
American of�ces, we are offering a fortnight of 
outreach to Central Asian Muslims, including 
refugees. Starting in Istanbul with 6 other 
teams then moving off to different locations, the 
teams will participate in training together before 
heading off to do outreach.

Dates:  21st May - 5th June 2019 
Location:  Istanbul & other locations  
 in Turkey 
Cost:  £800 + airfare 
Contact:  chat@peopleintl.org.uk

WOULD YOUR CHURCH TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE TO SEND 
A TEAM OF 4 PEOPLE TO CENTRAL ASIA THIS SUMMER?



Religious freedom in Azerbaijan

and similar terms to deny the reality of the 
regime’s serious human rights violations. The 
regime and its foreign apologists even claim 
that other countries should promote “the 
Azerbaijani model of tolerance”. It appears to 
people within Azerbaijan that the regime, with 
the collaboration of some foreigners, wants 
to empty such language of any connection 
with the regime’s binding international legal 
obligations to ensure that everyone can 
exercise their freedom of religion and belief, 
freedom of expression, and other human 
rights and fundamental freedoms.

Officials behave as if the rule of law, including 
published laws, places no limitations on their 
actions - for example in torturing people. 
Trials for alleged offences often flagrantly 
lacked due process, including trials taking 
place without those accused being aware 
that the trials are happening. Officials do not 
allow legally or politically binding international 
human rights standards to which Azerbaijan is 
a party to limit their actions. These standards 
include the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the European Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms, and Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
human dimension commitments.

These actions are targeted against Christians, 
Muslims, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other 
religious groups.

you’ll know about the racing circuit in Baku 
- a modern, vibrant city with increasing 
prosperity, whilst below the surface there’s 
another story to read.

Please read, take onboard and delight in 
a gospel that is reaching the unreached 
and shining light into darkness.  Above 
everything, please use this bulletin to help 
shape your prayers over the coming weeks. 
Thank you for your support.

Al Simms 
UK Director

Welcome to this edition of “Update” and a 
Happy New Year to you! This is a year that sees 
People International achieve its 40th birthday - 
there’ll be more on this during 2019. This last 
year has seen new folk move onto the mission 
field, which is great, but how often have you 
wondered what it’s like to arrive on location and 
find your whole world has changed? Have a 
look at page 5 and read an honest account! 

Or see if you can try and imagine what it’s like 
to be Mary, rejected by those around her in life, 
but loved by God and in desperate need to 
know that love personally in her life.

And how much do you know about Azerbaijan? 
I guess many would struggle on a geography 
quiz question, but if you follow Formula 1, 
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Religious freedom in Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan is the largest country in the South 
Caucasus region and with almost 10 million 
people has the largest population. It includes 
the exclave of Nakhichevan [Naxcivan], which 
borders Iran, Armenia and Turkey, where the 
human rights situation is worse than in other 
parts of the country. A bitter territorial dispute 
continues about the currently Armenian-
controlled entity of Nagorno-Karabakh, which 
led to open war between 1988 and 1994.

Over 90 per cent of Azerbaijan’s population 
is ethnic Azeris (regarded as being of mostly 
Shia Muslim background), with around two 
per cent being Lezgins (who are regarded as 
being of Sunni Muslim background). Less than 
two per cent of the population are Russians 
or other Slavs (regarded as being of Russian 
Orthodox or other Christian background), 
with smaller percentages of Jews and other 
groups.

President Ilham Aliyev has ruled the country 
since 2003, after the death of his father 
Heidar Aliyev. Under both Aliyevs, local 
and international human rights defenders 
have documented cases of electoral fraud, 
torture, and other violations of human rights 
and the rule of law. Despite massive oil 
wealth, much of the population remains in 
poverty. Transparency International describes 
corruption in the country as “rampant”, and 
has uncovered large-scale bribery of foreign 
politicians and others to deny the regime’s 
serious human rights violations.

The regime, foreign apologists, and religious 
leaders coerced or co-opted by the 
regime use claims of what the regime calls 
“tolerance”, “dialogue”, “multiculturalism” 

uzbekistan 
Pray for this authoritarian nation and its 32 
million people. Since the death of Islam 
Karimov who ruled since independence, 
the country under the new leader Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev has only marginally opened 
up to reform. Pray for churches that 
continue to be raided illegally and their 
members fined or held. Pray for Uzbeks 
to find Christ despite the opposition and 
persecution that may result. 

uk office 
Praise God that new workers are being 
recruited for two different countries, and 
others are enquiring about long-term 
service. Pray for the office staff as they 
work to prepare people to move to Central 
Asia, and for the enquirers that they would 
be led by God to the right opportunity 
and team. Praise for the new UK director, 
please pray for him to settle in quickly and 
‘learn the ropes’.

northern cyprus
Pray for the Turkish Cypriot region of the 
island, for the mixed population of Turkish 
Cypriots, mainland Turkish, Greek and 
mixed expat communities. Pray for new 
indigenous churches to be established 
amongst the Muslim communities, for local 
leaders to be raised up and trained, and 
for workers to be effective and fruitful in 
their ministries.

update ll

Turkey
Pray for Andrew Brunson, the American 
pastor imprisoned in Turkey for two 
years on terrorism charges, who, praise 
God,was released in October. 

Pray for him and his family as they adjust 
back to life in the US after decades of 
service in Turkey. Pray for healing and 
restoration for Andrew.

Kazan, tartarstan
Please pray for God to continue to 
provide for the different needs of the bible 
and mission training college, especially 
that their financial needs would be met. 
Pray for the staff and students that they 
would train and be trained in every way 
necessary for ministry in Central Asia.

iran
Praise God that a small group of young 
men have come to faith. Pray for them 
as they are discipled, and for the worker 
who is meeting with them, that they would 
grow in faith and boldness to share with 
their families and friends.

Team members lead small groups of university 
students in conversational English practice and 
then the rest of the day is open to continue 
relationships with the students while visiting 
local museums, parks and other points of 
interest. At the weekends trips are organised 
in or around the city, including a picnic, and 
on Sundays interested students are invited to 
a Christian fellowship.  The discussion topics 
each day start simple, then progress towards 
spiritual subjects, so every student will have an 
opportunity to hear the gospel.  This program 
started in 1995, and has resulted in many 
students receiving Christ and being discipled in 
a local church.

The program is open to mature people 18 or 
older who can speak English �uently and are 

able to share their testimony and the gospel. 
This team is particularly suitable for older 
participants, who are very respected in Asian 
culture, with the added bonus that they can 
relate as equals with the teachers or parents of 
the students.

Kazakhs are Muslims, but after 70 years of 
communism, Islam is not a big part of their 
lives.  Most young people know God exists, but 
know little about Him. There is great spiritual 
openness, but who will �ll it?  But praise 
God, since 1990 about 13,000 Kazakhs have 
become believers in Jesus the Messiah.

Dates:   22nd May - 9th June 2019 
Cost:  £320 + airfare  
Contact: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

KAZAKHSTAN  
SUMMER EVANGELISM TEAM 

Share the gospel with Muslims who have never heard!

These accounts may be read in more detail 
at www.forum18.org

Joining with the US, Canada and Latin 
American of�ces, we are offering a fortnight of 
outreach to Central Asian Muslims, including 
refugees. Starting in Istanbul with 6 other 
teams then moving off to different locations, the 
teams will participate in training together before 
heading off to do outreach.

Dates:  21st May - 5th June 2019 
Location:  Istanbul & other locations  
 in Turkey 
Cost:  £800 + airfare 
Contact:  chat@peopleintl.org.uk

WOULD YOUR CHURCH TAKE UP THE CHALLENGE TO SEND 
A TEAM OF 4 PEOPLE TO CENTRAL ASIA THIS SUMMER?



Religious freedom in Azerbaijan

and similar terms to deny the reality of the 
regime’s serious human rights violations. The 
regime and its foreign apologists even claim 
that other countries should promote “the 
Azerbaijani model of tolerance”. It appears to 
people within Azerbaijan that the regime, with 
the collaboration of some foreigners, wants 
to empty such language of any connection 
with the regime’s binding international legal 
obligations to ensure that everyone can 
exercise their freedom of religion and belief, 
freedom of expression, and other human 
rights and fundamental freedoms.

Officials behave as if the rule of law, including 
published laws, places no limitations on their 
actions - for example in torturing people. 
Trials for alleged offences often flagrantly 
lacked due process, including trials taking 
place without those accused being aware 
that the trials are happening. Officials do not 
allow legally or politically binding international 
human rights standards to which Azerbaijan is 
a party to limit their actions. These standards 
include the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the European Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms, and Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
human dimension commitments.

These actions are targeted against Christians, 
Muslims, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other 
religious groups.
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another story to read.
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everything, please use this bulletin to help 
shape your prayers over the coming weeks. 
Thank you for your support.

Al Simms 
UK Director
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Azerbaijan is the largest country in the South 
Caucasus region and with almost 10 million 
people has the largest population. It includes 
the exclave of Nakhichevan [Naxcivan], which 
borders Iran, Armenia and Turkey, where the 
human rights situation is worse than in other 
parts of the country. A bitter territorial dispute 
continues about the currently Armenian-
controlled entity of Nagorno-Karabakh, which 
led to open war between 1988 and 1994.

Over 90 per cent of Azerbaijan’s population 
is ethnic Azeris (regarded as being of mostly 
Shia Muslim background), with around two 
per cent being Lezgins (who are regarded as 
being of Sunni Muslim background). Less than 
two per cent of the population are Russians 
or other Slavs (regarded as being of Russian 
Orthodox or other Christian background), 
with smaller percentages of Jews and other 
groups.

President Ilham Aliyev has ruled the country 
since 2003, after the death of his father 
Heidar Aliyev. Under both Aliyevs, local 
and international human rights defenders 
have documented cases of electoral fraud, 
torture, and other violations of human rights 
and the rule of law. Despite massive oil 
wealth, much of the population remains in 
poverty. Transparency International describes 
corruption in the country as “rampant”, and 
has uncovered large-scale bribery of foreign 
politicians and others to deny the regime’s 
serious human rights violations.

The regime, foreign apologists, and religious 
leaders coerced or co-opted by the 
regime use claims of what the regime calls 
“tolerance”, “dialogue”, “multiculturalism” 

uzbekistan 
Pray for this authoritarian nation and its 32 
million people. Since the death of Islam 
Karimov who ruled since independence, 
the country under the new leader Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev has only marginally opened 
up to reform. Pray for churches that 
continue to be raided illegally and their 
members fined or held. Pray for Uzbeks 
to find Christ despite the opposition and 
persecution that may result. 

uk office 
Praise God that new workers are being 
recruited for two different countries, and 
others are enquiring about long-term 
service. Pray for the office staff as they 
work to prepare people to move to Central 
Asia, and for the enquirers that they would 
be led by God to the right opportunity 
and team. Praise for the new UK director, 
please pray for him to settle in quickly and 
‘learn the ropes’.

northern cyprus
Pray for the Turkish Cypriot region of the 
island, for the mixed population of Turkish 
Cypriots, mainland Turkish, Greek and 
mixed expat communities. Pray for new 
indigenous churches to be established 
amongst the Muslim communities, for local 
leaders to be raised up and trained, and 
for workers to be effective and fruitful in 
their ministries.
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Turkey
Pray for Andrew Brunson, the American 
pastor imprisoned in Turkey for two 
years on terrorism charges, who, praise 
God,was released in October. 

Pray for him and his family as they adjust 
back to life in the US after decades of 
service in Turkey. Pray for healing and 
restoration for Andrew.

Kazan, tartarstan
Please pray for God to continue to 
provide for the different needs of the bible 
and mission training college, especially 
that their financial needs would be met. 
Pray for the staff and students that they 
would train and be trained in every way 
necessary for ministry in Central Asia.
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Praise God that a small group of young 
men have come to faith. Pray for them 
as they are discipled, and for the worker 
who is meeting with them, that they would 
grow in faith and boldness to share with 
their families and friends.

Team members lead small groups of university 
students in conversational English practice and 
then the rest of the day is open to continue 
relationships with the students while visiting 
local museums, parks and other points of 
interest. At the weekends trips are organised 
in or around the city, including a picnic, and 
on Sundays interested students are invited to 
a Christian fellowship.  The discussion topics 
each day start simple, then progress towards 
spiritual subjects, so every student will have an 
opportunity to hear the gospel.  This program 
started in 1995, and has resulted in many 
students receiving Christ and being discipled in 
a local church.
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This team is particularly suitable for older 
participants, who are very respected in Asian 
culture, with the added bonus that they can 
relate as equals with the teachers or parents of 
the students.

Kazakhs are Muslims, but after 70 years of 
communism, Islam is not a big part of their 
lives.  Most young people know God exists, but 
know little about Him. There is great spiritual 
openness, but who will �ll it?  But praise 
God, since 1990 about 13,000 Kazakhs have 
become believers in Jesus the Messiah.
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