
by OMF). I find his faith and his prayer 
inspirational and at the same time feel 
chastised about my lack of faith and the 
missing spirit of expectancy in my prayers. I 
think if we were to ask him how we increase 
our prayer life, his reply would probably 
include something like, “just start praying”. 

If we really believe that prayer moves the 
hand of God in this world, then surely we 
need to “just start praying”.

Thank you for all your support.

Al Simms 
UK Director

For our first update of 2020, we want to ensure 
our priorities are right for the year and the 
decade ahead of us. What better way than 
gearing this whole edition to prayer - giving 
thanks to God for what he has done and 
offering intercessory prayers for the future. 

I remember dear old Fred in the first church 
I pastored - and that was his real name! He 
had been very active for many years in church 
life and had arrived at a point where his health 
left him chair bound. He felt so frustrated 
and useless, but needed to understand that 
his ministry of prayer from his chair was the 
pinnacle of his service for Christ, not a left-over! 

My favourite book (other than the bible of 
course!) is “A Man in Christ”, the story of 
James Hudson Taylor (Roger Steer, published 
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give thanks for...
• Safety for our workers in their different 

countries, some with significant dangers

• New workers who have gone onto the 
field, or are scheduled to go in 2020

• The progress of gospel work for 
people who have put their trust in Jesus 
and for churches that are growing. In 
one of our more difficult countries, a 
worker writes, “praise that our church 
meeting place is too small and ask for 
wisdom to know how to expand”

• The vision for the future with our Five 
Year Plan which is now “live”

• Six GLSD trips (Go, Look, See, Do) in 
2020, which include student groups,  
20-30’s, church pastors, as well as a 
whole mix of ages 

• The faithfulness of our workers who 
labour in challenging circumstances

• The student group that went to 
Anonystan this last autumn and the 
way their lives have been shaped (and 
challenged) by the experience

• Finance - God has provided for our 
needs and we have managed to 
operate at a sustainable level in 2019. 
Furthermore, on the last working day 
of 2019, just before the Five Year Plan 
started, we received a generous legacy 
that allows us to grow gospel work. How 
amazing that this person has been able 
to bless the gospel work of Central Asia 
beyond death!

Praise

We are so grateful to God for his kindness and generosity towards us in so many ways.  
We want to acknowledge this at the start of this update, before we move on to our prayer 
requests. We could fill the update with praise items, but here are a selected few …

get in touch
phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

http://peopleintl.org.uk
mailto:chat@peopleintl.org.uk


workers on the field

One of the main purposes of People International is to recruit, train and send new workers to 
Central Asia. As you can imagine, it takes a particular person to decide to serve amongst the 
least reached, Muslim peoples of a largely unknown region of the world - courage, tenacity 
and trust in God’s faithfulness are vital. We are grateful that God is calling and equipping all 
kinds of people to serve both short and long term - people in their 20’s and their 70’s and 
everything in between! 

pray for our workers...

We are excited that short term teams to Central Asia are 
on the increase, university students and retired adults are 
joining teams to either go and do a specific ministry task 
following an invitation from a local church, or joining a Go 
Look See Do trip to experience the uniqueness of Central 
Asia and allow God to give them a burden for this region. 

PRAY for this precious family as 
they gather support, engage in 
training and prepare to leave.

PRAY for these two new workers 
that God would equip them with 
excellent language skills and 
continue to open doors for them 
to share the Good News to Central 
Asians.

PRAY for all ages of people who 
have been on trips and are planning 
to go in 2020 that God would call  
and equip them, and use them for 
his plans and purposes and His  
glory in Central Asia. 

A young family of three is currently gathering prayer and 
financial support ready to leave in the Autumn 2020. Their 
destination is a conservative Muslim region of a country 
in Central Asia, where they will join a pioneer church 
planting team. 

Two singles in their 30’s have moved to different cities 
in Central Asia in the last 18 months. Both are in the 
language learning phase, building relationships and 
finding which spheres God is calling them to work in - 
one is the emerging music scene amongst young adults, 
where God is opening unexpected doors. 
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Please Pray for...
• Our “Discover... exploring service in 

Central Asia” weekend 16-18 October 
2020. Pray that many would be stirred 
by the Spirit of God to come along and 
think seriously about serving

• People to be willing to go to Central 
Asia, either short-term or longer term

• Those on GLSD trips, that some would 
be burdened to go longer term

• A pastor needed to serve in an 
international community

• Teachers to work in schools to free up 
workers to be able to do their work

• Managers, health workers, IT people, 
administrators - and a whole variety of 
people to transfer their skills to Central 
Asia 

• A Welsh missionary (or at least with 
links to Wales) to go to Central Asia! 
We have a church in Wales wanting to 
support such a person

The ½ billion people living in Central Asia are the least reached in the world with the 
gospel and have the fewest number of gospel workers. With huge areas having no gospel 
witness and devoid of any believers, our desperate need is for more workers. Many years 
ago, James Hudson-Taylor looked across China and prayed for a thousand missionaries. 
The numbers who need to hear the gospel in Central Asia are greater today than the 
numbers in China at the time of Hudson-Taylor, so our prayer to God is for a substantial 
increase in the number of workers.

recruitment



focus - broadcasting into Turkmenistan
persecution

Persecution of Christians, as well as 
other faiths who want to practice, is 
widespread in Central Asia. For many 
of these countries, a long history of 
Soviet oppressive rule combined with 
a resurgent Islam can create a hostile 
environment. Opposition to individuals 
and faith groups can come from family, 
community or the state.

In a Central Asian country, a young woman found faith 
and was baptised. When her parents found out, her father 
came to her church and threatened the leaders, saying 
he’d rather his daughter had become a prostitute than a 
Christian. She is not allowed out or to attend the church, 
but amazingly because she is a student she has been 
able to fellowship with another believer at university. 

PRAY for her and other young 
believers that have responded 
to Christ, that they would remain 
strong and faithful. Pray for 
hostile families to be reached and 
transformed by the testimony of 
believers.

Police raided a Christmas gathering of Protestant women 
in a village in Turkmenistan’s eastern Lebap Region on 
26 December 2019. Officers searched the home, seized 
telephones and questioned the women at the police 
station. In early January 2020, police summoned the 
women one by one, forced them to write statements, and 
took their photos and fingerprints. It appears that none of 
the Protestants have yet been fined.

Although this is the only known raid on Protestant 
Christians in 2019, throughout the year police also raided 
Jehovah’s Witness meetings, interrogated and threatened 
individuals and brought cases to court. Incidents included 
police physical violence, intimidation, house searches 
(often without a warrant) and seizures of personal 
belongings. “Officers harass, interrogate and pressure 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, even threatening to ‘arrange an 
accident’ if they will not renounce their faith,” they told 
Forum 18.”

PRAY for Christian communities 
in Turkmenistan that are being 
constantly surveilled, harassed  
and raided by authorities. PRAY 
that they would stand strong and 
that the church would continue to 
grow and flourish.

This article from Forum 18 is just one of many that report violations  
of religious freedoms in Central Asia. (see www.forum18.org)

http://www.forum18.org


Despite Central Asia still being 
one of the largest unreached 
regions of the world, the local 
church there is involved in 
amazing work, shining the 
light of the gospel and being 
“the salt of the earth”. 

But they need our prayers  
and support!

Church in central asia

Please pray for...
PRAY for the Turkish church 
to be one in their service of 
the poor and refugees within 
their borders. 

PRAY for a miraculous 
provision of resources and 
safety as they work in major 
cities and border refugee 
camps. 

Turkey presently has 3.6 million Syrian refugees, the 
highest number in the world, and has provided £6 million 
in aid. The local Turkish churches have responded to the 
refugee influx and crisis in very practical ways. Providing 
food, clothes, children’s activities, trauma counselling, art 
therapy and much more. Often this can be highly dangerous 
when operating near the Syrian border in refugee camps, 
as the Turkish police are paranoid that IS members are also 
entering Turkey. 

PRAY for these churches 
to grow, be fruitful in their 
outreach, and to integrate 
and work in unity with ethnic 
Turkish churches.

Turkey has many believers from Iranian and Syrian 
backgrounds, most of whom have fled from dangerous 
regimes and many of whom have found faith since arriving 
in Turkey. 

In ex-Soviet states, many churches face the dilemma about whether to register their church 
with the authorities or exist precariously without it and operate ‘underground’. Registration 
is no guarantee of state non-interference, though in many countries it can be a sign that 
governments are open to new churches operating.

PRAY for new and growing 
churches that God would 
give them wisdom and good 
relationships with local 
authorities so they can be 
open about their beliefs and 
activities. 

PRAY for churches and small 
groups of believers that 
decide not to register that 
they would grow in maturity 
as well as numerically despite 
being ‘below the radar’. 

PRAY for those individuals 
who practice their faith in 
secret at the moment to 
find fellow believers to have 
fellowship with, and for God 
to open doors for them to 
share their faith with family 
and friends.



Eurasian Bible Mission College

The college trains students from across  
Central Asia in mission & evangelism 
especially to Muslims.

Praise for...
The college celebrating 20 years of 
serving the Central Asian church - by 
equipping the next generation of ministry 
leaders, despite many obstacles and 
setbacks along the journey

Over 30 new churches planted by former 
students – reaching many Central Asians 
who have never heard the gospel

Graduates that are now witnessing and 
sharing Christ’s compassion with the poor 
and needy, for example rehab centres 
for drink and drug addictions, victims of 
domestic violence

Each of the current students and their 
enthusiasm – learning to serve their local 
church in Bashkortostan, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Russia itself

The board and staff team in Kazan – for 
their passion to make Christ known, faithful 
service, and endurance in the face of almost 
constant persecution and resistance

pray for...
The students’ next mission placements 
in Feb/Mar in Uzbekistan and Russia, that 
they will be bold, develop their gifts, grow in 
spiritual maturity, and be kept safe

The implementation of the 
recommendations of the recent 
‘Educational Review’ – for unity, wisdom, 
and the necessary funds to enable the 
college to effectively serve the Central Asian 
church for the next 20 years!

The Lord’s protection for the college and 
staff as the last 18 months has witnessed 
an increasing scrutiny of Theological 
institutions by the Russian authorities



the uk office team Upcoming Events:
Sun 1 March 2020 
Long Crendon Baptist Church,  
Aylesbury (Al)

Sat 21 - Sun 22 March 2020 
Newark Evangelical Church Conference  
for the whole area 
(Al - is doing the bible teaching, Al/Gill  
Children’s session, Al presenting on work of PI)

Sun 22 March 2020 
am - Bessacarr Evangelical Church,  
Doncaster (Marcus) 
pm - Barton Evangelical Church,  
Barton-upon-Humber (Marcus) 

Sun 10 May 2020 
St Mark’s, Bexhill (Al)

Sun 16 May 2020 
Norwich Mission Conference (Al)

Sun 17 May 2020 
TCM Church, Lincoln (Marcus)

Experience Underground Church 
an engaging simulation for small  
groups, Christian Unions, and world 
mission events Find out more at  
peopleintl.org.uk/euc

Please do check on the website as there will 
be other events slotted in during this period 
peopleintl.org.uk/events

Al (Director) 
I have day to day and strategic responsibility, 
aiming to bring glory to Jesus Christ. This includes 
speaking/preaching around the UK, encouraging  
workers, keeping our charities legal, working 
in partnership with the charity trustees, and 
developing the future ministry and direction of the 
organisations. I lead some of the GLSD trips and 
love my job!

Iain (Personnel Development Manager) 
 I work with people who want to serve in Central 
Asia. I work with teams on the field to place them in 
the right situation, and mentor them. I also lead the 
pastoral (member) care of our UK workers - staying 
in touch through calls and emails, and debriefing 
everyone annually.

Marcus (Ministry Development Manager) 
My ministry is centred on spreading the word 
about a largely forgotten region of the world which 
needs the Good News. This includes managing our 
websites, email communications, and speaking at 
churches. I also love the challenge of fundraising, 
as we see the Lord open hearts to give.

Steve (Bookkeeper) 
My role covers all aspects of the finances, from 
banking cheques to producing annual accounts and 
organising end-of-year examinations. I also help 
with the running of the building, including arranging 
utilities, maintenance and repairs.

Laura (Office Administrator) 
The role is varied as I; respond to information 
requests, process donations, communicate with 
supporters, create and distribute publications and 
support workers by assisting in the debriefing 
process. I love every aspect of this work and count 
it a privilege to work here.

Gill (Volunteer); pastoral support work, presenting 
PI to youth camps, children’s ministry, hosting 
visitors, accompanying Al when needed as his wife, 
leading GLSD trips and some office tasks.

Valerie and Joyce (regional representatives); 
promoting and recruiting for PI in Northern Ireland 
and the North of England.

SAVE THE DATE!

16-18 Oct, Tunbridge Wells

A weekend for those  
considering overseas mission.

Register your interest at 
peopleintl.org.uk/discover

http://peopleintl.org.uk/euc
peopleintl.org.uk/events
http://peopleintl.org.uk/discover

