
with God for Central Asia. We’ve also 
shared an update on our monthly prayer 
meetings, which are now expanding into 
a monthly afternoon slot in addition to the 
evening slot, as we seek to make prayer 
the focus of everything – this is one of the 
most exciting activities we have started 
under lockdown! As we look ahead to all 
the opportunities, we also realise that all of 
our plans can so easily come to nothing, 
after all we have all learnt this last year how 
an unseen virus can wreak havoc on our 
world. And yet, our God is in control and 
with this in mind, we are determined to 
press on towards the goal. So thank you 
so much for partnering with us and please 
keep praying for wisdom and guidance 
as we make all our plans to further gospel 
work across wider Central Asia.

Dear Friends,

As Paul writes to the church in Philippi, he 
“strains” towards what is ahead and says, 
“I press on towards the goal to win the prize”. 
His eyes are fi xed on the future, which is 
heaven itself. In a wider context, we press on to 
achieve the goal of reaching Central Asia with 
the gospel, knowing that time is short and the 
task is huge. 

Much of the content this time is about 
pressing on and moving forward, with a load 
of opportunities both for our workers overseas 
and also for “you”! We really want you to be 
engaged with the work – and this time we are 
providing an opportunity to go to Central Asia 
from your armchair and engage with Muslims 
for the sake of Jesus. Of course, if you want 
to get up and go physically, we have specifi c 
opportunities for this as well!

Amidst the stories and the news we bring you, 
we have also tried to channel each into prayer 
opportunities to encourage you to intercede 

Al wants to communicate with you 2
UK churches ‘road show‘ 3
The danger of drifting  5

In this issue
Afghanistan: Finance Mentor Interview 6
Azerbaijan update 7
Summer Teams 2021 8

Pressing on towards the goal

February 2021



al wants to communicate with you

get in touch
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go, look, see, do...
We are very much hoping to run some 
GLSD TRIPS (GO, LOOK, SEE, DO) 
in the autumn with dates in place. One 
designed for church leaders has just 
a couple of spaces left (Remotestan), 
another to the heart of the “Stans” and 
one closer to home with lots of biblical 
history, refugee contact and other 
believers. 

These are NOT tourist trips, but for 
those who are serious about exploring 
service, or being a long term prayer 
partner, a church sponsor of mission or 
someone who is interested in supporting 
PI in some way. We are also able to put 
together trips for university students who 
don’t know what the future holds for 
them – we have two fully booked closed 
trips, but we can do more if you want to 
get a group together! Please email 
al@ukteam.org for details.

Please pray that these trips will be really 
used for God to grow and develop 
relationships with Central Asia.

We are all continuing to work remotely 
with occasional forays into the of� ce. 
There will be a longer delay than usual in 
dealing with cheques and physical mail, 
so please bear with us! Otherwise we 
continue to offer a normal service to our 
� eld workers and our lovely supporters in
the UK.

New monthly prayer 
meetings
Our NEW MONTHLY PRAYER 
MEETINGS started in November and 
have been a real blessing according 
to lots of feedback. We’ve had new 
workers join us as they prepare for 
the � eld and � eld updates which 
we then used to break out and pray 
together in smaller groups. One of 
our long standing supporters said, 
“These prayer meetings have been 
one of the most exciting things that 
PI has done and it is amazing to 
have 40 people coming together with 
the sole purpose of praying for the 
gospel in Central Asia”. 

Due to popular demand, we are 
starting a Tuesday day time prayer 
meeting as well – how can we 
possibly decline requests to pray!!

The 3rd Monday evening of each 
month at 8pm for one hour

The 1st Tuesday afternoon of each 
month at 2pm for one hour (starts 
March)

If you would like to join us, email 
shareandpray@peopleintl.org.uk in 
order for us to send you a personal 
Zoom Invitation (for GDPR and 
security reasons).

mailto:al@ukteam.org
mailto:shareandpray@peopleintl.org.uk


UK Churches 
“Road Show“

Late this year in November, we’re planning 
to bring Eduard and his wife Galina across 
to the UK for a fast moving visit to different 
churches. Eduard is the Chair of the Board 
of Eurasian Mission Bible College in Kazan.  
He is also the Chair of the Association 
of Independent Evangelical Churches of 
Tatarstan, who do an amazing work, including 
summer camps for young people (often 
mentioned in testimonies) and conferences 
and networking support for church pastors 
and their families. 

We’re doing this so that our existing 
supporters of Eurasian Ministries get the 
opportunity to connect directly with the 
work of the college and the wider work in 
Tatarstan. Travelling with them will be Tim 
McMahon, who we have sent very recently to 
Kazan to work alongside the college to bring 
about the changes required to make it a true 
centre of excellence for preparing Central 
Asians for ministry to Central Asians.

There will be a main conference day in 
Dunstable on Saturday 27th November, 
to which everyone is invited. Eduard will be 
in the country for the 2 weeks leading up 

NEW FIELD WORKERS
We have new � eld workers preparing for 
departure. One couple have seen their 
January � ights cancelled to Kyrgyzstan 
(we don’t have a security issue stating 
the country), whilst another family are 
beginning their visa applications for a 
different country and and one single 
man who is itching to make a visit to 
another country as a � nal step to joining 
the team there. This is really exciting 
and it is fantastic to know that Covid is 
NOT stopping Jesus Christ building his 
church in Central Asia!

• Please pray for these people as 
they get up and go during these 
challenging times. Three of them 
are well over 60 years old, one with 
signi� cant health problems. The 
family has two very young children

• Please pray for many, many more 
workers to follow them … over 
60 year olds, over 18 year olds, 
singles, married … the urgent cry is 
for an army of workers to reach the 
unreached of Central Asia

phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

Dunstable, Saturday 27th November

mailto:chat@peopleintl.org.uk
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to this and is available to speak in different 
churches.  He has many years of experience 
in gospel ministry with all its challenges in the 
midst of the Russian Federation, and he is an 
engaging speaker with many stories to share.  

We would love to � ll weeknights with different 
speaking opportunities, so whilst we can offer 
no guarantees, please do email 
marcus@eurasian-ministries.org if you’re 
interested in booking Eduard for your church 
group. Lots of details much nearer the time!

Please pray that:
 - the changes that are needed in the college 
in Kazan would be much blessed by God

 - the “roadshow” in November would 
be really used by God to cement gospel 
partnerships

 - the inspirational work taking place in 
the churches of Tatarstan might be a real 
encouragement to UK churches in their own 
gospel ministry

“My mentors were 
criminals… I turned to 
God as the last resort.  
The reason that I want 
to study here is that I 
want to serve God, 
I want to dedicate my 
life to him…” 

Hello, my name is Iriston. I was born in North Ossetia. In 1999 my 
father was killed and we lost the breadwinner in the family. I lost a 
mentor in my father too, and because of that I continued to grow 
and be shaped and moulded in the streets. A boy needs a father. 
You do not become a man without a father. Since I was looking 
for a mentor in the streets, my life became really bad and I found 
my role models and authority � gures, people that I admired and 
I wanted to be like in the streets, they were criminals, and I liked 
their way of living. 

My character became really bad, and my character ruined me. As 
a result, because of my character, I had to do harm to people that 
I underestimated and I had to be in hiding for a long time. I had to 
run away from home. 

At nights I knelt near my bed, even though I wasn’t a believer, and 
I asked God, “God if you exist, can you please get me back into 
the time when I was still a good man.” And then in the daytime 
I went out and was the same old me. And my neighbours told 
me about God, before I left home. I remembered about them 
very often. I even saw some billboards saying we can help you. I 
wanted to call those people but I couldn’t � nd the courage to. 

After a while, I went into a coma because of a drug overdose, 
and when I came out of it, I decided that I should turn to God 
for help because that would be the last resort that I hadn’t tried. 
Because I had tried to change my life. I came to a church that 
was a Pentecostal Church, I went forward when there was a call 
to repentance and I repented of my sins and from that day on my 
life began to change. 

The reason that I want to study here is that I want to serve God, 
I want to dedicate my life to him and in order to be a good, high 
quality servant of the Word I need the knowledge. But my biggest 
prayer request is that my mother and my brother are saved.

Please pray for:

Iriston as he studies 
God’s word during his 
year at the College - that 
as he mentions he would 
grow in the knowledge - 
and also the grace - of his 
Saviour the Lord Jesus;

the conversion of his 
mother & brother.

Iriston’s testimony

mailto:marcus@eurasian-ministries.org


When I lived in Cornwall for a short period of 
time, I had a little boat and would often go 
about a mile off the Dodman Point, cut my 
engine and do some � shing. After about 20 
minutes, I would suddenly realise that either 
the rocks were very close, or they seemed 
to be a very long way off. With wind meeting 
strong tidal currents off the point, it was quite 
usual to drift very quickly.

The dangers of “drift” are very signi� cant, not 
least because it happens at an indiscernible 
rate when you’re busy doing other things. Our 
Global Leadership Forum (our international 
partners and � eld regional leaders) have 
“mission drift” on our agenda at our next 
virtual meeting. 

I’m reading a book called “Mission Drift” 
(Bethany House) in preparation. When 
Harvard University started, its vision was, 
“To be plainly instructed …. that the main end 
of your life and studies is to know God and 
Jesus Christ”. After only 80 years, Harvard 
had so seriously drifted from its vision that 
Elihu Yale � nanced a new university in his 
name to provide Christian education. Before 
long, drift happened again and now both are 
outstanding centres of education with no 
Christian ethos remaining.

It seems inconceivable to me that People 
International could experience “mission 
drift”, yet how easily this could happen. 
Many of our � eld workers use NGOs, 
language schools, or some other business 

the danger of drifting

reason to be in the country and get a visa, 
but it is too easy for these to become more 
and more consuming to the detriment of 
gospel proclamation. Through our workers, 
sometimes we provide relief  which is right 
and proper, but the danger is that we drift 
into becoming a relief agency. Or consider 
the highlighting of suffering and persecution 
(Scripture commands we pray for our fellow 
believers as if we are right next to them) and 
the pursuit of justice along with advocacy. 
All of these are absolutely meritable, 
commendable activities, yet the dangers of 
“drift” lurk constantly.

Mission drift is an inherent danger for all 
Christian organisations. Tragically, when 
you’ve been so engrossed in � shing and 
eventually look up, you can see the land 
several miles away and the dangerous drift 
has happened. It is the same for Christian 
mission organisations and at this point, it is 
too late to correct it. You see, the drift only 
happens one way – evangelical mission drifts 
towards secularism, but secularistic agencies 
never drift towards evangelical mission.

“Without careful attention, faith based 
organisations drift from their founding 
mission”. I don’t think we have drifted, but 
I would be very foolish to say we couldn’t 
drift – and the moot point is without regular 
checks, we wouldn’t even know it until it was 
too late. 

Please pray that both in the UK and across 
our worldwide partnership, we keep our eyes 
on THE ROCK and don’t get so involved in 
“� shing” we take our eyes off Jesus Christ.

Please pray for wisdom for our � eld workers 
to get the right balance between “their reason 
to be in country” (their work) and gospel 
proclamation - and real opportunities to use 
their work settings to share the gospel with 
not yet believers to achieve a win/win.

Al Simms, Director 



Afghanistan: Finance Mentor Interview

Please pray for God to raise up people able to live in a country like 
Afghanistan but as you can see, there are also opportunities to serve and 
witness to Christ among Central Asians, without leaving the UK / or even 
your home!  

There are opportunities to teach Afghans in Afghanistan English by Zoom, 
please pray that people would feel called to take up this opportunity.

Prayer 
Points

How did you get involved supporting an 
Afghan Muslim Finance Manager from the 
UK?

“I responded to a notice in the PI Quarterly 
Update. Being a mentor to a Finance Manager 
in Afghanistan looked like an interesting and 
worthwhile, but also manageable, way to apply 
some of my experience in fi nance at the time 
when I was starting to wind down my career in 
the Civil Service.

What do you do in that role?

The fi nance manager is the most senior 
member of the fi nance team with no other 
professional oversight, so my role gives him 
someone to turn to for advice and support. 
We spend about an hour a month on Skype 
or Zoom and exchange e-mails on particular 
points we need to follow up.  Time is limited so 
we focus on talking about fi nance tasks which 
he is currently working on, and in particular 
fi nding solutions to any areas of diffi culty he 
is facing.  I have helped him with preparing 
communications with the organisation’s 
auditors who are based in the UK.  
We have also discussed which learning and 
development opportunities are most suitable 
for him. 

How do you feel this contributes to the 
Kingdom of God?

The organisation is involved with front-line 
projects in the country, demonstrating the 
love of Christ in practical ways on the 
ground.   Expat staff in country have 
the opportunity to live and work 
alongside Afghans.  

I like to think that I can play a small part 
in helping to ensure that there is good 
stewardship over the fi nances needed to run 
the projects.

Given that Afghanistan is 2nd on the Open 
Doors Persecution Index, which means 
sharing about Jesus with Afghans can 
be very dangerous for them, has it been 
appropriate to talk about your faith? 

The main purpose of our relationship and 
our Skype calls is professional and I am 
careful not to raise matters of faith when it is 
not appropriate. But it was a great privilege 
to welcome him to the UK when (perhaps 
surprisingly) he was granted a visa and was 
able to come for work reasons. This gave him 
experience of staying with a Christian family. 
I had unavoidable church commitments 
on the Sunday and he came with me.  The 
minister taking the service later told me that 
she had felt prompted to omit one item, 
without understanding why, and later realised 
that it avoided raising issues that might have 
been problematic for a Muslim visitor. So 
my prayer is that the one opportunity he has 
had to experience a Christian service, and a 
gospel message, in safety, has left a positive 
impression on him.”



Azerbaijan Update

After 30 years, there is fi nally a peace agreement 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia over the Karabakh 
region and surrounding districts. This has come at great 
cost to both sides with thousands of soldiers, and many 
civilians killed during the six week war this autumn. IDP’s 
(Internally Displaced Persons) from Azerbaijan will be 
able to return to their homes, yet tragically this in turn 
means thousands of Armenian refugees will now seek 
refuge outside the Karabakh region.

Yet this dramatic turn of events has created many new 
opportunities for the Gospel in 2021. The promise of 
peace and the opportunity for displaced Azerbaijanis to 
return to their homes in Karabakh seems to be giving 
Christians an unprecedented opportunity for sharing the 
Good News.

During and after the war, local Christian leaders have 
been invited by government offi cials in the regions 
to distribute humanitarian aid. Government media 
has included Christian leaders in publicly promoting 
Azerbaijan as a nation of religious diversity and tolerance, 
and Christians in the military have been invited to pray 
openly in the name of Jesus for courage and protection 
for fellow soldiers.

While great things are happening, it is not known how 
long this window of opportunity will be open. Unity and 
collaboration are needed amongst local churches and 
mission groups as a great movement of Azerbaijani 
people turning to follow Jesus is anticipated.

... for wisdom and clarity for 
2021 as mission partners prepare 
for ministry in the new year. 

... for key people who are leading 
preparation for trauma healing 
training as a ministry to those 
impacted by the war.

... for healing and restoration 
for believers and the general 
population who are fi ghting severe 
symptoms from COVID. Cases are 
on the rise.

... for the distribution of 
Scripture videos during 
Christmas and the New Year 
season and the teams who are 
doing in-person follow-up with 
people who want to talk about 
Jesus.

... for continued favour, safety 
in travel, and special protection 
over Christian leaders who have 
been given special permission 
to continue humanitarian aid 
distribution despite quarantines.

please Pray...



SUMMER TEAMS 2021 

We have two great short-term opportunities to serve in 
Kazakhstan this year - one in person this summer (travel 
rules permitting) and one virtual this April. Short term 
trips are a great way to experience this amazing region 
fi rst-hand, to dip your toe in and then see where 
this leads. 

Here is an invitation from the hosts of the 
in-person team:

Our church in Kazakhstan invites you to 
participate in what God is  doing in our city and 
region! Most churches in Central Asia are  small 
and isolated and sometimes it is hard to realize 
that we are  all part of the global church – the 
magnifi cent work of a global God. Come for two 
weeks this summer, encourage the church body, 
help students practice their English, and make 
relationships  that will last into eternity!

The virtual outreach is based in another city, where we are 
linked to a private university and where we provide native 
English speaking conversation classes for students over a 
two week period. This team has happened in person for 
many years and has been very successful.

Both teams involve meeting students and young people, 
and actively encourage building relationships and sharing 
the gospel with them. Of course they will be very different 
experiences - in person team members will be able to meet 
face to face, eat the food and physically enter homes and 
experience Central Asian 
hospitality. 

But as we know from 
our digital existence 
today, virtual meeting and 
relationships can be very 
rewarding and fruitful!

In person: 
23 July – 7 August 2021
Cost: £600 (includes airfare)
8 spaces available 

Online: 
5–16 April 2021
Cost: £0

what are 
the dates?

who can join 
a team?
The program is open to mature 
people 18 or older who can speak 
English fl uently and are able to 
share their testimony and the 
gospel.  It is not limited to college 
students - older participants are 
very respected in Asian culture, 
with the added bonus that 
they can relate as equals with 
the teachers or parents of the 
students.

Contact us to enquire further; 
opportunities@peopleintl.org.uk

Make Disciples and Leave a Lasting Impact
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