
we wouldn’t be scraping the surface. 
Regardless, every single person who goes 
to Central Asia takes the gospel to their 
new circle, interacting and engaging with 
valuable people who are precious to God 
and we need to multiply this over and over 
again.

Despite the challenges of Covid-19, our 
prayer is for the Lord of the Harvest to raise 
up more workers. Might you be the answer 
to some of these prayers and be willing to 
take your everyday job and life and relocate 
to Central Asia? Current opportunities can 
be viewed at www.peopleintl.org.uk/go

Again, thank you so much for your prayers 
and support. We could not engage in our 
ministry without your partnership and we 
thank God for each of you!

The sending church is one of our themes in 
this publication. As regular readers you know 
all about unreached Central Asia with its half a 
billion people, the vast majority of whom have 
never heard the gospel. With the least number 
of gospel workers prepared to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ than in any other region 
of the world, you can understand our passion 
and desire to raise up new workers to get up 
and GO.

I think this is an exciting edition because we 
tell the stories of those who are planning to 
GO later this year, ranging from a young family 
through to some in more senior years, which 
goes to show that people from every age group 
have much to offer – and “age” is good and 
highly respected in Central Asia! We have 7 
people plus 4 children destined for 4 different 
countries. 

Although it is brilliant and exciting to be doing 
this, we are so conscious that 7 is a drop in 
the ocean and we need 777, and even then, 
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al wants to 
communicate 
with youl
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email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

LOVELY WORKER NEEDS
A SENDING CHURCH
As you know, we believe passionately 
in the church sending workers abroad 
and then working with the local church 
(where there is one). For historic reasons, 
we have a lovely female worker, a Slovak, 
who really needs to � nd a “sending” 
church in the UK. She lived in England 
for a few years (hence recruited through 
the UK Of� ce for what was supposed 
to be a short term mission!) and now 
works in the eastern end of Central Asia 
as a teacher in a school – looking after 
missionary kids, but also as her reason 
to be in the country. Are you able to link 
us to a church that might adopt her? 
It’s not � nance she is looking for, just a 
church family to love her and care for her. 
I guarantee you will love her if you meet 
her – she is delightful! 

THANK YOU for giving by 
STANDING ORDER
We generally send out “thank you” 
emails or cards for one-off gifts we 
receive and really appreciate those who 
are able to do this from time to time. 
However, we are not always very good 
at thanking those who give monthly by 
Standing Order. This is to say a massive 
“thank you” to all of you for supporting 
the work of the gospel in wider Central 
Asia month by month. May God bless 
you greatly for generous giving!

MOVING AHEAD DESPITE COVID-19
We are delighted that, including our Indian family, we have accepted 7 people for service 
in Central Asia who are all aiming to “arrive” in late 2020, two of whom are returning after 
a few years off the � eld. This covers 4 different country destinations. However, this is a 
drop in the ocean, so please join us in our main prayer as an organisation – “Lord send us 
more workers for Central Asia”

iNDIAN FAMILY NEED 
CHURCH SUPPORT
Through a series of links, we have 
accepted an Indian family to go and serve 
in wider Central Asia – they are based in 
India! 

Mrs S is planning to work in a mission 
school teaching IT, leaving Mr P to learn 
the language and work out how he will 
serve in due course. They have two boys, 
one of whom can do a Rubik cube in less 

than 90 seconds!! They will be amongst the 
� rst missionaries to go to Central Asia from 
India. They are being sent by the Church 
of South India, but given where they are 
leaving and going to, � nances are a serious 
challenge. They have to raise 20% of their 
support from India itself, with the rest 
from elsewhere. So if you know of any 
church(es) in the UK that might like to take 
on some support of a missionary family in 
more unusual circumstances, then please 
get in touch. They will communicate well 
with any adopting church!

mailto:chat@peopleintl.org.uk
peopleintl.org.uk


Once upon a time, I led Alpha courses with 
my wife for our church in Scotland and we 
thought about going on short term missions. 
So far, so normal. Then my wife was 
diagnosed with cancer, the short term trip 
was put on hold and within a year she was 
dead. The love and support we received from 
our friends in the church during that time 
showed me how the love of Christ can be 
manifest in his people today. 

The interest in mission re-surfaced and an 
opportunity arose to advise a team based 
in Central Asia wanting to start ‘business as 
mission’. I engineered a job move to be close 
to them, learned a new language and began 
a life alternating between a conventional job 
for 28 days and running my own business for 
28 days. This frenetic existence continued for 
a few years during which time a local church 
was established. The business never made 
any money but we learned much and made 
life-long friends. 

Eventually, I was asked to leave the country 
and a long interlude began as I wrestled with 
what the Lord may be asking of me. I had 
married again while in Central Asia but the 
marriage � oundered in a chasm of cultural 
and personality differences and I seriously 

questioned whether I had disquali� ed myself 
from being who or what the Lord wanted me 
to be.

The wheels of the global business cycle 
turned and my employers wanted to cut their 
costs so an opportunity arose to take early 
retirement. I seized the opportunity, worked 
for a Christian holiday company for a season 
and then enrolled in a degree course at All 
Nations Christian College. Most importantly 
of all for me, over a cup of coffee, the 
pastor of my church in Scotland said ‘come 
back, we want you back’.  It was not that I 
planned to return home immediately but it 
was an af� rmation that whatever mistakes 
I had made, the Lord had not � nished with 
me. That was con� rmed when I talked to 
People International and we explored fresh 
opportunities to serve again in Central Asia.

The worldwide upheavals caused by 
coronavirus have almost passed me by 
unnoticed as I write my � nal essays to 
� nish my degree, a good time to have few 
distractions. Maybe my plans will be delayed 
by a few months, so be it. Maybe I have 
� nally begun to learn to trust the Lord instead 
of myself.    

a long journey



So, please introduce your family to our 
readers:

We are a mission-minded family of 4 people, 
my wife and I and our two sons who are 
ages 13 and 6 years old, and we are from 
Southern India. I am a licensed Social Worker 
trained in Missions and my wife is a quali� ed 
IT Teacher. My wife has lived 16 years of her 
early life in Eastern Africa. In 2014 God gave 
me this very speci� c vision to serve in Turkey 
and from then on we have been trying for a 
breakthrough in world missions. Our family 
motto goes like this: “but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord” - Joshua 
24:15.                    

Hold on, why is the UK offi ce sending 
Indian nationals?

In a globalised world, Missions strategy is 
from anywhere to everywhere. The Great 
Commission is a huge task which cannot be 
achieved by an individual or an organisation 
in one particular country. I believe to have 
an international team will be effective and 
strategic in several ways. These days in 
closed countries like Turkey long term service 
is not that easy for Westerners. In our case 
we are pioneering this work from South India 
and the Church in India has a long history 
of Christian heritage by the great in� uence 
of missionaries and Churches in the UK. It’s 
time for India to collaborate and partner in 
world missions to ful� l her great commission 
taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

When you eventually arrive in Turkey, what 
do you hope to do?

My wife has been invited to serve in the 
local mission school as a Computer Science 
Teacher and she will be also learning the 
language and ministering among the locals 
(women & children) through relational 
evangelism and discipleship. I will be 
involved in evangelism & discipleship through 
local churches, language learning, refugee 

ministry and explore long term ‘business as 
mission’. I have visited Turkey in 2019 and 
engaged in ministry through partnership for a 
month’s time in Istanbul. I look at myself as a 
Kingdom worker and a Kingdom in� uencer.            

What are the big challenges for you as you 
prepare?

We foresee three major aspects as challenges 
and they are: 

1. Fundraising to cover our needs and meet 
our budget. 

2. Travel & immigration restrictions due to 
Covid - 19.  

3. To avail the work permit for my wife  from 
the Ministry of Education in Turkey.  

Lastly, how can we pray for you?

Please pray that......

• We are protected during this preparatory 
period and make a safe transition to 
Turkey. 

• My wife gets her work permit to teach.   

• To have a clear focus daily in the work 
that we do towards ‘Mission Turkey’ and 
not to be distracted or discouraged in 
the process. 

• We mobilise the funds strategically by 
His grace and direction and that Jesus 
Christ brings in more long term partners. 

• Effective collaboration and partnership 
emerges between People International 
UK and Churches in India during each 
stage of the process. 

from india to turkey



...

Have you heard God calling you to work overseas? 

Have you been stirred to respond to the enormous need of Central Asians to hear the 
gospel and fi nd faith? 

Are you waiting to know what to do next?

Because this is such a life-changing, 
uprooting decision to make, you can’t do 
it alone!  Your ‘call’ and the actions you take 
need to be tested by others that you respect. 
Church leaders and believing friends are the 
people to talk to fi rst - share your plans with 
them and pray together.

We highly recommend a ‘Look See’ trip, 
perhaps to more than one country or team, so 
that you can meet other workers, talk to them 
face to face, and explore what life and ministry 
is really like for them.

People International uses a fl exible, 
tailor-made approach to recruiting 
workers, and this includes interviews, taking 
up references and meeting with home churches 
to create effective partnerships.

If you sense Central Asia (or Central 
Asians wherever they are) is your mission 
fi eld, then please get in touch with us. 
We are here to work with you to answer 
all your questions, work with you and your 
church to realise your calling, and help this 
become a reality. Part of the process is putting 
you in touch with our teams on the fi eld to 
discuss what opportunities and locations 
would be best for you.

So, what are you waiting for? 
Get in touch and we can start the 
conversation of your life!

Current opportunities can be viewed 
at peopleintl.org.uk/go

16-18 Oct, Tunbridge Wells

A weekend for those 
considering overseas mission.

Register your interest at 
peopleintl.org.uk/discover

I want to be

peopleintl.org.uk/go
peopleintl.org.uk/discover


Hello, we are a family of 4, our children 
are 3 years and 3 months old and we live 
in Scotland! Here is a little bit of our story, 
and plans to move to Central Asia.  

We feel really fortunate that we were both 
called by God to mission work amongst 
Muslims before we were married.  We’ve both 
been on missions trips, and we love praying 
and interceding for Muslims.  We knew that 
we both wanted to go to a Muslim country 
and be a part of what God was doing there, 
but we didn’t know which country.  So we 
prayed over lots of different countries of the 
world, and asked God to give us discernment 
and show us what He wanted us to do. Over 
a period of time, we focused a bit more on 
one region which was the Caucasus region, 
and we also heard that it was particularly 
unreached, and that was something which 
really appealed to us.  Over time, we started 
to focus on one country, and we asked God 
for a couple of specifi c dreams to confi rm 
that to us, and I had two different dreams on 
different occasions, which at the time I didn’t 
understand.  However, when we then took a 
trip to the country, one of the streets we drove 
down, in the town we are going to move to, 
was the same street that had been in one 
of my dreams, which didn’t make any sense 
to me, and has never happened before! It 
certainly seemed like a confi rmation that God 
was speaking to us about this country. We 
spent time praying with friends, and our church 
leaders, over several months, and then applied 
and were accepted by People International.

After moving, we hope to spend one, or maybe 
two years, in language learning, full-time, if 
possible. After that, we may be able to be 
involved in some other kind of work. As a GP, I 
won’t be able to get a visa to work as a doctor, 
but there may be some longer term women’s 
health projects I can be involved in.  The other 
thing we are really passionate about is prayer 
and worship, and intercession. 

We’ve been involved in praying for Muslims 
here in Scotland, and we hope to keep 
praying and worshipping, and having that as 
a central part of our lives on the fi eld, asking 
God for His kingdom to come there, and 
for the area, and spiritual atmosphere to be 
changed.  

My husband loves music, worshipping, and 
working as a musician, and is a worship 
leader.  One of the things he’s been doing 
recently is researching ethnodoxology in 
Scotland, with the goal to worship in spirit 
and truth using ethnic music. He would love 
to continue that by looking at the music 
of the Caucasus, trying to document it, 
publicise it, journal it online, even working 
as a music journalist.  He would love to help 
the local church to write worship music in 
their language, and in their musical language 
as well. We are really passionate about 
discipleship and church planting, seeing 
people not just come to a faith in the Lord 
Jesus, but then also 
develop their faith, 
grow, and share, 
both individually, 
and together as 
a community.  
We have had the 
privilege of being 
involved in church 
planting in our part 
of Scotland for the 
last 5 years. 

We are in the 
process of 
support raising 
and preparations 
for our move.  
Once we are 
ready, and fl ights 
are available, we 
will be free to 
move! 

Medicine and music



I am going to serve in South Ossetia 
(Tzkhinval). My ministry is to children. I learned 
about Jesus and believed in him because for 
two years in a row I was accepted in children’s 
camps that were organised by a former EM 
College graduate. I am planning to help him 
start a new church with a strong emphasis on 
children’s ministry. 

There are very few Bible-believing churches, 
and Christian Orthodox churches have 
problems because they are Georgian churches, 
and Ossetians and Georgians are in confl ict. 
People of Ossetia continue to go to Orthodox 
churches but their beliefs and practices are 
actually occultic and pagan. We have so many 
festivals that are pagan, we even celebrate 
Muslim festivals, and you can imagine how 

diffi cult it is to leave all this behind for people 
who are so used to living that way.

It is rather diffi cult for me to have to leave my 
home and family in North Ossetia and move to 
South Ossetia. Please pray for our new church 
plant in South Ossetia. Pray for God to send 
new workers because we don’t have enough of 
them, pray for fi nancial help, and for children’s 
hearts to open, and for more people to come 
to us and be saved. We cannot run children’s 
events in the streets but children who come 
already love to bring other children with them.

Ovdotya North Ossetia

I have chosen to serve among Muslims, 
namely, the Turkish people who live in the North 
Caucasus. These are the people who were 
exiled from their land in the past. They fl ed 
to Georgia fi rst, then under Stalin they were 
deported to Uzbekistan, and then because of 
the confl ict with the local people they were sent 
to Kabardino-Balkaria and other republics of 
the Northern Caucasus. 

I am planning to move there and preach the 
gospel, make disciples and join a team who 
are planting a new church there. I went there 
a year ago and am still in contact with some 
locals. There are some believing Turks but there 
are very few of them. It is an unreached nation. 
You need to work really hard to win their trust. 
I was accepted because I am an ethnic Tatar, 
and they consider me to be their brother. They 
accepted me into their homes and I helped 
them in practical ways. They are still writing to 
me telling me they are waiting for me to come 
back. 

They are mainly working the land, and their 
young people go to Turkey to earn a living. 
They have their own mosque that is only 
attended by the Turks. They worship in Turkish. 
They understand Russian, and it makes it 
easier for me to talk to them. I am also learning 
Turkish. My own mother tongue is Tatar, and 
it is a lot like their old Turkish dialect, so I can 
understand some words and phrases and 
explain some things to them.

On my fi rst trip I wasn’t really ready. They have 
a different culture which is more Central-Asian 
than my own. I made a lot of mistakes. While 
at EM College, I learned a lot and understood 
how I could be more effective in serving these 
people.

Aynur from Bashkortostan

Graduates‘ new ministries



Online mission presentations

I would love to join you in your “new 
normal” church meeting on Zoom and 
share with you something of gospel 
work in Central Asia, or your Zoom 
homegroup, or even just a few friends 
you can get together online.

I can tailor presentations to your 
requirements, with opportunities for 
questions and interactions. I’m also happy to 
teach the Bible if you want this as well. You 
tell me how I can serve you!!
 
We can also mail material for mission packs 
for distribution to your group. We don’t 
expect or anticipate any gift for meeting with 
you online, I’d just be delighted to have the 
opportunity to share the challenge of getting 
the gospel to the totally unreached people of 
Central Asia and spend time with you.
 
Please email me at al@peopleintl.org.uk 
and we’ll get a slot booked.
 
Al 
Director

Al’s presentation really helped 
us get a glimpse into the 

world of believers in Central Asia. 
His enthusiasm was so evident I 
forgot I was on-line! I wholeheartedly 
encourage churches to set an online 
meeting.

Adrian, Church Elder

I’d be very honoured and 
delighted to be committed to 

pray more thoroughly and regularly 
as what you shared during last night’s 
presentation really impacted me.

Carole, Church member

Thanks for your presentation 
which was informative, well 

presented, extremely challenging and 
worked well!

Phil, Church Pastor

mailto:al@peopleintl.org.uk

