
Over 130 Christian women leaders from the 
nations of Central Asia and beyond gathered 
together for five days of rest, teaching, ministry, 
and fellowship at the 14th annual Arise 
Conference in March. 

Arise conference is designed to be a safe 
place for women who lead in their communities 
to take time to rest and receive the Word of 
God and gain refreshment for their ongoing 
ministries. The country group leader from 
Turkmenistan once said to me that she waited 
all year to attend Arise, as it was an ‘oasis in 
the desert’ for her and the ten women she 
brings along with her; that there is no other 
conference quite like Arise for women in Central 
Asia, a teaching and ministry conference that 
ministers to the whole woman – body, mind, 
and spirit.      
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Kyrgyzstan is often called the Switzerland 
of Central Asia, with its beautiful mountains 
and snow. Have a read, book a trip.

Included in this mailing is information 
specifically relating to GLSD (Go, Look, 
See, Do) and our “Experience Underground 
Church” simulation for use in the UK. 
Please do have a look and see how you or 
your church might be able to get involved! 

With much blessing

 
Al Simms, UK Director 

Welcome to the latest Quarterly Bulletin, which 
has a decidedly Russian feel to it, with a couple 
of articles taking you a few hundred miles 
east of Moscow to Tatarstan, with its capital 
Kazan on the banks of the Volga River. There’s 
some great gospel work going on in this region 
amongst the local churches, but also in terms 
of equipping the wider church across Central 
Asia. One of the few lasting benefits of the old 
Soviet Union is the commonality of the Russian 
language across all of the northern “stans”, 
which means the training of future leaders 
and gospel workers can take place in an 
international context. 

Drop a little further south from Tatarstan and 
you arrive in Switzerland. Well, not really, but 
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I wonder how many of you have been to 
Switzerland recently? If you’ve been fortunate 
enough to go skiing, you will know that a coffee 
costs an extortionate amount and as for a meal, 
well that’s a king’s ransom!

If you travel on 5 hours east from Istanbul, you 
arrive in the country of Kyrgyzstan, often referred 
to as the Switzerland of Central Asia. Nestled 
up against China on the eastern flanks, the 
country is surrounded by beautiful mountains, is 
wonderful for walking and yes, you can even do 
a spot of skiing in winter! Lake Issyk-Kul is one 
of the most fascinating lakes in the region, with 
118 rivers flowing into it and none out. It is at 
high altitude and is very deep, yet despite -30c 
temperatures in winter it never freezes! 

Then there are the local people, friendly, 
welcoming and often wanting a selfie with you. 
Find a local eatery and you can get a cup of tea 
for 5 pence, or if you’re feeling peckish, you can 
get a massive plate of meat for about £1 or just 
over. 

Parts of Bishkek (the capital) are modern and 
vibrant, with a few new swanky hotels, whilst the 
countryside is much more primitive, delightfully 
authentic  and sometimes stuck in a time warp, 
with the horse the main mode of transport 
and even a few eagle hunters remaining (that’s 
hunting with eagles, not hunting eagles!). 

Kyrgyzstan gained its freedom in 1991 with 
the collapse of the old Soviet Bloc and, with 
its newfound freedom, the church grew quite 
quickly for a few years – to around 0.5% of 

the population. This growth has plateaued and 
the growth that remains is largely found in the 
cities. During recent years, Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia have been funding a huge programme 
of mosque building to the extent that there are 
now more mosques than schools. Yet whilst the 
majority would identify themselves as Muslim, 
much of this remains nominal, although it is 
evident that there is a growing antagonism 
towards believers. Persecution of believers in 
rural areas is becoming quite common and so, 
when people do become followers of Jesus, 
they often end up moving to the cities where 
they can live more anonymous lives. In fairness, 
the government is worried about any form of 
extremism (and who can blame them?) and 
sometimes believers and churches feel the 
impact of this.

Amidst all of this, the church in Kyrgyzstan has 
stagnated and in some cases has lost its vision. 
We need to pray that God would revitalise the 
church and give its leaders a real heart for gospel 
work and mission within the country. Sadly, there 
are many people who have still not heard of a 
Saviour who loves them, gave his life for them 
and was raised from death to new life – in order 
to offer them life to the full. 

this beautiful and amazing country, that 
the light of the gospel would shine afresh 
and illuminate the darkness with truth.

Pray for 

The Switzerland of Central Asia

Kazakhstan: Baptist church raided

Police raided a Baptist church in Taraz, 
summarily fining two worshippers. 

On 3 March, Anti-Terrorism Police in the 
southern city of Taraz raided another Baptist 
church’s Sunday morning meeting for worship. 
This was the third police raid on a Council of 
Churches Baptist community in the city since 
10 February. Again police issued summary fines 
- of two months’ and one month’s average 
wages - to two church members. These 
brought to five the number of Baptists in the 
city given summary police fines for exercising 
freedom of religion or belief since February.

Council of Churches Baptists choose not to 
seek state permission to exercise their right to 
freedom of religion or belief.

Four of the five Baptists summarily punished in 
Taraz, the capital of Zhambyl Region, appealed 
to court against the fines. The court rejected 
the appeal by Yuliya Ivanova on 20 March. As 
the local police officer failed to turn up to court 
for the hearings in the other three cases, the 
appeals were postponed. 
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The fifth Baptist – who is a pensioner – chose 
not to appeal against his fine. “We don’t pay 
fines voluntarily, so they’ll take the money from 
his pension,” a fellow Baptist told Forum 18.

Balgabek Myrzayev, acting head of the 
Information and Social Development Ministry’s 
Social Harmony Committee (which restricts 
freedom of religion and belief) in the capital 
Astana, told Forum 18 on 4 March that he was 
not informed about the raids on the Baptists 
and fines in Taraz.

Despite claiming that “our laws don’t ban 
praying”, Myrzayev defended punishing people 
who meet for worship without state permission. 
“Our laws don’t allow unregistered religious 
organisations and I don’t have the right to 
change the law,” he told Forum 18. “If a law 
has been adopted and comes into force, 
everyone must abide by it.”

arise 2019

An  Leader writes
    Listening to these Arise stories, thankfulness 
has seeped through my being – thankfulness 
for God’s work in the lives of each woman who 
willingly entrusted her story to me, and a sense 
that in a minute way I had been a part of their 
story as I was one sent to the former Soviet 
Union by God in 1992 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners.

“
“

For the first time this year, we invited women from 
the Middle East, India, Indonesia, and Ethiopia to 
join us. It was a glorious time of fellowship and 
networking for our sisters from some of the most 
difficult places in the world to be a Christian and a 
woman. 

Arise is underpinned by the prayers of hundreds 
of prayer supporters and funded by the donations 
of many generous individuals who wish to invest 
directly in Christian women and their churches in 
some of the least reached nations in the world. 
Donations fund airfares, hotel accommodation 
and the ministry provided at the conference. The 
ministry team of 80+ women and men involved in 
the bible exposition, worship teams and a whole 
host of activities give their time and energy freely 
and willingly.

If you wish to get involved in Arise or would like 
to read more about this ministry, please go to 
www.arisewomen.care 

We are building the Arise 2020 ministry team 
now, and would love to hear from people 
interested in supporting this valuable ministry for 
the women of Central Asia and beyond.
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These positions are part of People 
International’s gospel work in Central Asia and 
are crucial in allowing many of our workers to 
serve on the front line, so you would be part 
of our family team, cared for and supported. 

These positions come with a basic monetary 
allowance, which is sufficient to provide basic 
living costs overseas. Some additional income 
will probably need to be raised. 

We are open to a year at a time, or maybe 
you might like to think about doing a little 
longer and getting to grips with a new 
language! 

Either way, we’d love to hear from you. 
Give us a ring and have a chat with no 
commitment!

Are you early retired, or maybe fed-up 
with the paperwork and red tape of 
teaching in the UK, or want to explore a 
new avenue of Christian service? Might 
you be willing to serve overseas in one 
of a couple of (very different) fascinating 
locations? Do you have a church that will 
“send” you overseas? 

We always need new workers across the 
whole region of Central Asia to reach the 1/2 
billion people who live there. We’d love to 
hear from anyone interested in serving with 
us, but right now we are urgently in need 
of teachers. 

We need primary and secondary teachers 
across different subjects to work in mission 
schools in a couple of our countries. 

our director writes... Russian government campaign 
against theological colleges

Right in the middle of the huge Russian 
Federation, lies Kazan the capital city of the 
Republic of Tatarstan. It ranks as the 6th most 
populous city in Russia, its Kremlin has world 
heritage site status, and it proudly hosted FIFA 
World Cup matches in 2018. 

Praise God that Kazan in early summer 
witnessed over 110 young people gathering 
together for ‘Wake Up’ - the annual Christian 
youth conference of the Association of 
Christian Evangelical Free Churches (ACEFC) 
in Tatarstan. The young people travelled in from 
some 15 cities within Tatarstan and other cities 
of the Volga region. 

The theme was Grace. The aim through God’s 
power to be renewed and revitalised in their 
relationship with Christ.  The reality is that many 
of the young believers would have few, if any, 
fellow Christians in their small towns or villages, 
highlighting that this annual conference is a 
spiritual lifeline and huge encouragement. 

The Bangor Worldwide Missionary Convention 
takes place 23rd – 31st August this year in 
Northern Ireland. The main speaker is Don 
Carson, but we have a headline speaker 
from People International – our very own 
Mary Ann Jacobs (at least that is the name 
she is adopting for the conference).  She will 
be taking part during the week in different 

As many of you will know, we run Eurasian 
Ministries parallel to People International, 
believing this to be an excellent strategic fit. 
We need missionaries to go to Central Asia 
because the task is so huge and the numbers 
of believers and churches so small, but we 
also need to be encouraging Central Asians to 
train Central Asians as gospel workers – and 
that is where the college in Kazan comes in, 
supported by our Eurasian Ministries arm. In 
case you’re wondering, Kazan is in the semi-
autonomous region of Tatarstan, some 400 
miles east of Moscow and north of the rest 
of the “stans”, but very much under ultimate 
Russian control.

With my management background, I don’t like 
bureaucracy at the best of times, so I entered 
another world as I filled in the application for 
the visa and struggled to work out every foreign 
trip I have undertaken for the last umpteen 
years with start and finish dates. After paying a 
small fortune in fees, and the embassy retaining 
my passport for 30 days (it’s another £100 or 
so if you want it back after 5 days), I was all 
set to go. No surly immigration staff for me, 
rather a younger lady who dared to smile at 
me, although it still took 10 minutes of checks 
before I was allowed into the country. 

Arriving at the college in Kazan and my first 
night there, I discovered that the warnings 
about nearby trains had not been exaggerated. 

Every 5 minutes (24/7) a mile long goods train 
thundered past, which really did make my 
bed vibrate! During the next few days, I joined 
in with some of the lectures, spent time with 
students and staff and had the opportunity to 
start to get to know the set-up. It was the end 
of the year for the second year students, so an 
evening of graduation and cultural celebration 
was combined with present and former 
students taking part. It was really encouraging 
to see two (first rate) former students about to 
start working with the Tatars.

One of the days was taken up with the College 
Board Meeting, where we spent several hours 
taking some really important decisions. The 
college is in the process of a significant and 
wide-reaching review (think professional friendly 
OFSTED) with the aim of refocussing afresh 
on the core aims and values – training and 
equipping the best Central Asians for gospel 
ministry in Central Asia. The review report 
will be completed by October (we are using 
busy people) and the recommendations will 
be considered and an action plan formulated 
thereafter.

At the end of my time, I left the college with 
very warm feelings towards the work, believing 
very much that there is so much more potential 
to unlock for the work of the gospel and the 
glory of Jesus Christ. But I guess the real work 
starts at the end of October. 

Several religious educational establishments 
in Russia, including two flagship seminaries of 
the Baptist Union and of the Pentecostal Union 
in Moscow, have faced fines, suspension of 
their activities and student admissions, and in 
the worst case scenario, loss of their licence, 
as a result of routine inspections carried out by 
federal education inspectorate Rosobrnadzor. 
The institutions themselves insist that they 
committed no violations.

“Unfortunately, none of the documents of 
the commission presented specific claims 
about the deficiencies identified in the work 
of the seminary,” the Baptist Union’s Moscow 
Theological Seminary complained. “They are 
all given in the form of reiterations of articles of 
the Education Law, or rather as alleged lack 
of compliance with the requirements of some 
articles of this law.”

Churches fear that these state measures 
against their educational institutions – which 
seem to have been stepped up since summer 
2018 – are becoming yet another means by 
which the authorities are attempting to curtail 
their activities and place them under even 
greater official scrutiny.

The Russian Pentecostal Union’s Eurasian 
Theological Seminary was obliged to stop 
offering certificated courses when its licence 
was annulled in November 2018 after a 
series of court cases brought against it by 
Rosobrnadzor over the administration of its 
undergraduate theology degree.

The Baptist Union’s Moscow Theological 
Seminary faced a 60-day suspension of all its 
activities, which began on 25 January 2019. 
A Moscow court imposed the suspension 
after Rosobrnadzor also found fault with the 
organisation of its theology bachelor’s degree 
and the qualifications of its staff. In February 
2019, the Seminary was also banned from 
admitting new students.

The North Caucasus Bible Institute, also part 
of the Baptist Union, is still functioning but is 
undergoing follow-up inspections after being 
fined in November 2018 over similar alleged 
problems with the internal organisation of its 
courses, as well as alleged health and safety 
violations. It has also been banned from 
admitting new students since November 2018.

The religious educational institutions argue 
that courses for training clergy and other 
staff may be either state-accredited or non-
state-accredited, and that when they are 
not, they are not obliged to conform to the 
same organisational requirements as courses 
which are. In such cases, their structure and 
administration need only be approved by the 
relevant centralised religious organisations.

Of 16 planned inspections of religious 
educational institutions scheduled to take place 
between January 2018 and the end of March 
2019, only one case resulted in a suspension 
of activity (that of the Baptists’ Moscow 
Theological Seminary), and only one ultimately 
led to the annulment of a licence  
(that of the Pentecostal Union’s Eurasian 
Theological Seminary).

wake up!

the staff and students at the college, that mature and effective graduates will 
serve in Central Asia and further the kingdom of God wherever they are located.Pray for These accounts may be read in more detail at www.forum18.org
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events, so if you’re around, have a look at the 
programme and come along!

People International will also be represented 
during the week and have a stand, so if you’re 
attending, please come and say “hello” and 
have a chat with us! 

teacher?

joinus@peopleintl.org / 01892 545509interested in applying?

What’s it like being at ‘Wake Up’?
• You are welcomed into believer’s homes 

in Kazan - which in itself is a valuable 
fellowship experience for guest and host 
alike!

• There is an opportunity to visit some of the 
capital’s historical and cultural sites.

• Time is spent in small groups - fun 
activities to get to know each other, 
sharing testimonies, and questions and 
discussion on the sermons.

• Questionnaires are used to help you 
assess your spiritual walk and identify 
ways to grow in your faith.

• Prayer stations are set up, as well as the 
opportunity for one to one counselling with 
experienced pastors.

Going into the world
In the words of the head of the association: 

On the third day, the main event was “social 
service.” This is the time of our correct 
action, as believers, when we leave our 
“Christian comfort zone” and go into the 
world, to those who need the gospel, love 
and care. Several ministries were offered 
to choose from: distributing things in one 
of the remote areas of the city, distributing 
food packages to pensioners, visiting the 
mother’s and child’s home, visiting poor 
people’s homes, evangelizing in a cafe, 
watching a movie about sexual slavery with 
discussion and prayer for this problem. 

A call to serve
The association has for many years run 
summer camps, which have been greatly 
used by the Lord to bring many teenagers 
from darkness and despair into true light and 
real hope.  Many of the students who study at 
the Eurasian Mission Bible College in Kazan 
mention the camps as a time when they found 
Jesus Christ to be their personal Saviour and 
friend.

The final day of the conference ended with a 
moving communion service.  About 20 young 
people felt the Lord’s calling to serve and 
minister on the summer Youth Missionary Team 
sharing the Gospel on children’s camps.

We hope this insight into God’s work amongst the youth of Tatarstan and further afield has been a 
real heart warming encouragement - and please do pray for all who attended that the seed sown 
will bear fruit, and for God’s special blessing on the summer camps over the coming few weeks. 
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We are open to a year at a time, or maybe 
you might like to think about doing a little 
longer and getting to grips with a new 
language! 

Either way, we’d love to hear from you. 
Give us a ring and have a chat with no 
commitment!

Are you early retired, or maybe fed-up 
with the paperwork and red tape of 
teaching in the UK, or want to explore a 
new avenue of Christian service? Might 
you be willing to serve overseas in one 
of a couple of (very different) fascinating 
locations? Do you have a church that will 
“send” you overseas? 

We always need new workers across the 
whole region of Central Asia to reach the 1/2 
billion people who live there. We’d love to 
hear from anyone interested in serving with 
us, but right now we are urgently in need 
of teachers. 

We need primary and secondary teachers 
across different subjects to work in mission 
schools in a couple of our countries. 

our director writes... Russian government campaign 
against theological colleges

Right in the middle of the huge Russian 
Federation, lies Kazan the capital city of the 
Republic of Tatarstan. It ranks as the 6th most 
populous city in Russia, its Kremlin has world 
heritage site status, and it proudly hosted FIFA 
World Cup matches in 2018. 

Praise God that Kazan in early summer 
witnessed over 110 young people gathering 
together for ‘Wake Up’ - the annual Christian 
youth conference of the Association of 
Christian Evangelical Free Churches (ACEFC) 
in Tatarstan. The young people travelled in from 
some 15 cities within Tatarstan and other cities 
of the Volga region. 

The theme was Grace. The aim through God’s 
power to be renewed and revitalised in their 
relationship with Christ.  The reality is that many 
of the young believers would have few, if any, 
fellow Christians in their small towns or villages, 
highlighting that this annual conference is a 
spiritual lifeline and huge encouragement. 

The Bangor Worldwide Missionary Convention 
takes place 23rd – 31st August this year in 
Northern Ireland. The main speaker is Don 
Carson, but we have a headline speaker 
from People International – our very own 
Mary Ann Jacobs (at least that is the name 
she is adopting for the conference).  She will 
be taking part during the week in different 

As many of you will know, we run Eurasian 
Ministries parallel to People International, 
believing this to be an excellent strategic fit. 
We need missionaries to go to Central Asia 
because the task is so huge and the numbers 
of believers and churches so small, but we 
also need to be encouraging Central Asians to 
train Central Asians as gospel workers – and 
that is where the college in Kazan comes in, 
supported by our Eurasian Ministries arm. In 
case you’re wondering, Kazan is in the semi-
autonomous region of Tatarstan, some 400 
miles east of Moscow and north of the rest 
of the “stans”, but very much under ultimate 
Russian control.

With my management background, I don’t like 
bureaucracy at the best of times, so I entered 
another world as I filled in the application for 
the visa and struggled to work out every foreign 
trip I have undertaken for the last umpteen 
years with start and finish dates. After paying a 
small fortune in fees, and the embassy retaining 
my passport for 30 days (it’s another £100 or 
so if you want it back after 5 days), I was all 
set to go. No surly immigration staff for me, 
rather a younger lady who dared to smile at 
me, although it still took 10 minutes of checks 
before I was allowed into the country. 

Arriving at the college in Kazan and my first 
night there, I discovered that the warnings 
about nearby trains had not been exaggerated. 

Every 5 minutes (24/7) a mile long goods train 
thundered past, which really did make my 
bed vibrate! During the next few days, I joined 
in with some of the lectures, spent time with 
students and staff and had the opportunity to 
start to get to know the set-up. It was the end 
of the year for the second year students, so an 
evening of graduation and cultural celebration 
was combined with present and former 
students taking part. It was really encouraging 
to see two (first rate) former students about to 
start working with the Tatars.

One of the days was taken up with the College 
Board Meeting, where we spent several hours 
taking some really important decisions. The 
college is in the process of a significant and 
wide-reaching review (think professional friendly 
OFSTED) with the aim of refocussing afresh 
on the core aims and values – training and 
equipping the best Central Asians for gospel 
ministry in Central Asia. The review report 
will be completed by October (we are using 
busy people) and the recommendations will 
be considered and an action plan formulated 
thereafter.

At the end of my time, I left the college with 
very warm feelings towards the work, believing 
very much that there is so much more potential 
to unlock for the work of the gospel and the 
glory of Jesus Christ. But I guess the real work 
starts at the end of October. 

Several religious educational establishments 
in Russia, including two flagship seminaries of 
the Baptist Union and of the Pentecostal Union 
in Moscow, have faced fines, suspension of 
their activities and student admissions, and in 
the worst case scenario, loss of their licence, 
as a result of routine inspections carried out by 
federal education inspectorate Rosobrnadzor. 
The institutions themselves insist that they 
committed no violations.

“Unfortunately, none of the documents of 
the commission presented specific claims 
about the deficiencies identified in the work 
of the seminary,” the Baptist Union’s Moscow 
Theological Seminary complained. “They are 
all given in the form of reiterations of articles of 
the Education Law, or rather as alleged lack 
of compliance with the requirements of some 
articles of this law.”

Churches fear that these state measures 
against their educational institutions – which 
seem to have been stepped up since summer 
2018 – are becoming yet another means by 
which the authorities are attempting to curtail 
their activities and place them under even 
greater official scrutiny.

The Russian Pentecostal Union’s Eurasian 
Theological Seminary was obliged to stop 
offering certificated courses when its licence 
was annulled in November 2018 after a 
series of court cases brought against it by 
Rosobrnadzor over the administration of its 
undergraduate theology degree.

The Baptist Union’s Moscow Theological 
Seminary faced a 60-day suspension of all its 
activities, which began on 25 January 2019. 
A Moscow court imposed the suspension 
after Rosobrnadzor also found fault with the 
organisation of its theology bachelor’s degree 
and the qualifications of its staff. In February 
2019, the Seminary was also banned from 
admitting new students.

The North Caucasus Bible Institute, also part 
of the Baptist Union, is still functioning but is 
undergoing follow-up inspections after being 
fined in November 2018 over similar alleged 
problems with the internal organisation of its 
courses, as well as alleged health and safety 
violations. It has also been banned from 
admitting new students since November 2018.

The religious educational institutions argue 
that courses for training clergy and other 
staff may be either state-accredited or non-
state-accredited, and that when they are 
not, they are not obliged to conform to the 
same organisational requirements as courses 
which are. In such cases, their structure and 
administration need only be approved by the 
relevant centralised religious organisations.

Of 16 planned inspections of religious 
educational institutions scheduled to take place 
between January 2018 and the end of March 
2019, only one case resulted in a suspension 
of activity (that of the Baptists’ Moscow 
Theological Seminary), and only one ultimately 
led to the annulment of a licence  
(that of the Pentecostal Union’s Eurasian 
Theological Seminary).
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the staff and students at the college, that mature and effective graduates will 
serve in Central Asia and further the kingdom of God wherever they are located.Pray for These accounts may be read in more detail at www.forum18.org
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events, so if you’re around, have a look at the 
programme and come along!

People International will also be represented 
during the week and have a stand, so if you’re 
attending, please come and say “hello” and 
have a chat with us! 

teacher?

joinus@peopleintl.org / 01892 545509interested in applying?

What’s it like being at ‘Wake Up’?
• You are welcomed into believer’s homes 

in Kazan - which in itself is a valuable 
fellowship experience for guest and host 
alike!

• There is an opportunity to visit some of the 
capital’s historical and cultural sites.

• Time is spent in small groups - fun 
activities to get to know each other, 
sharing testimonies, and questions and 
discussion on the sermons.

• Questionnaires are used to help you 
assess your spiritual walk and identify 
ways to grow in your faith.

• Prayer stations are set up, as well as the 
opportunity for one to one counselling with 
experienced pastors.

Going into the world
In the words of the head of the association: 

On the third day, the main event was “social 
service.” This is the time of our correct 
action, as believers, when we leave our 
“Christian comfort zone” and go into the 
world, to those who need the gospel, love 
and care. Several ministries were offered 
to choose from: distributing things in one 
of the remote areas of the city, distributing 
food packages to pensioners, visiting the 
mother’s and child’s home, visiting poor 
people’s homes, evangelizing in a cafe, 
watching a movie about sexual slavery with 
discussion and prayer for this problem. 

A call to serve
The association has for many years run 
summer camps, which have been greatly 
used by the Lord to bring many teenagers 
from darkness and despair into true light and 
real hope.  Many of the students who study at 
the Eurasian Mission Bible College in Kazan 
mention the camps as a time when they found 
Jesus Christ to be their personal Saviour and 
friend.

The final day of the conference ended with a 
moving communion service.  About 20 young 
people felt the Lord’s calling to serve and 
minister on the summer Youth Missionary Team 
sharing the Gospel on children’s camps.

We hope this insight into God’s work amongst the youth of Tatarstan and further afield has been a 
real heart warming encouragement - and please do pray for all who attended that the seed sown 
will bear fruit, and for God’s special blessing on the summer camps over the coming few weeks. 
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Over 130 Christian women leaders from the 
nations of Central Asia and beyond gathered 
together for five days of rest, teaching, ministry, 
and fellowship at the 14th annual Arise 
Conference in March. 

Arise conference is designed to be a safe 
place for women who lead in their communities 
to take time to rest and receive the Word of 
God and gain refreshment for their ongoing 
ministries. The country group leader from 
Turkmenistan once said to me that she waited 
all year to attend Arise, as it was an ‘oasis in 
the desert’ for her and the ten women she 
brings along with her; that there is no other 
conference quite like Arise for women in Central 
Asia, a teaching and ministry conference that 
ministers to the whole woman – body, mind, 
and spirit.      

update ll
July 2019

Kyrgyzstan is often called the Switzerland 
of Central Asia, with its beautiful mountains 
and snow. Have a read, book a trip.

Included in this mailing is information 
specifically relating to GLSD (Go, Look, 
See, Do) and our “Experience Underground 
Church” simulation for use in the UK. 
Please do have a look and see how you or 
your church might be able to get involved! 

With much blessing

 
Al Simms, UK Director 

Welcome to the latest Quarterly Bulletin, which 
has a decidedly Russian feel to it, with a couple 
of articles taking you a few hundred miles 
east of Moscow to Tatarstan, with its capital 
Kazan on the banks of the Volga River. There’s 
some great gospel work going on in this region 
amongst the local churches, but also in terms 
of equipping the wider church across Central 
Asia. One of the few lasting benefits of the old 
Soviet Union is the commonality of the Russian 
language across all of the northern “stans”, 
which means the training of future leaders 
and gospel workers can take place in an 
international context. 

Drop a little further south from Tatarstan and 
you arrive in Switzerland. Well, not really, but 
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I wonder how many of you have been to 
Switzerland recently? If you’ve been fortunate 
enough to go skiing, you will know that a coffee 
costs an extortionate amount and as for a meal, 
well that’s a king’s ransom!

If you travel on 5 hours east from Istanbul, you 
arrive in the country of Kyrgyzstan, often referred 
to as the Switzerland of Central Asia. Nestled 
up against China on the eastern flanks, the 
country is surrounded by beautiful mountains, is 
wonderful for walking and yes, you can even do 
a spot of skiing in winter! Lake Issyk-Kul is one 
of the most fascinating lakes in the region, with 
118 rivers flowing into it and none out. It is at 
high altitude and is very deep, yet despite -30c 
temperatures in winter it never freezes! 

Then there are the local people, friendly, 
welcoming and often wanting a selfie with you. 
Find a local eatery and you can get a cup of tea 
for 5 pence, or if you’re feeling peckish, you can 
get a massive plate of meat for about £1 or just 
over. 

Parts of Bishkek (the capital) are modern and 
vibrant, with a few new swanky hotels, whilst the 
countryside is much more primitive, delightfully 
authentic  and sometimes stuck in a time warp, 
with the horse the main mode of transport 
and even a few eagle hunters remaining (that’s 
hunting with eagles, not hunting eagles!). 

Kyrgyzstan gained its freedom in 1991 with 
the collapse of the old Soviet Bloc and, with 
its newfound freedom, the church grew quite 
quickly for a few years – to around 0.5% of 

the population. This growth has plateaued and 
the growth that remains is largely found in the 
cities. During recent years, Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia have been funding a huge programme 
of mosque building to the extent that there are 
now more mosques than schools. Yet whilst the 
majority would identify themselves as Muslim, 
much of this remains nominal, although it is 
evident that there is a growing antagonism 
towards believers. Persecution of believers in 
rural areas is becoming quite common and so, 
when people do become followers of Jesus, 
they often end up moving to the cities where 
they can live more anonymous lives. In fairness, 
the government is worried about any form of 
extremism (and who can blame them?) and 
sometimes believers and churches feel the 
impact of this.

Amidst all of this, the church in Kyrgyzstan has 
stagnated and in some cases has lost its vision. 
We need to pray that God would revitalise the 
church and give its leaders a real heart for gospel 
work and mission within the country. Sadly, there 
are many people who have still not heard of a 
Saviour who loves them, gave his life for them 
and was raised from death to new life – in order 
to offer them life to the full. 

this beautiful and amazing country, that 
the light of the gospel would shine afresh 
and illuminate the darkness with truth.

Pray for 

The Switzerland of Central Asia

Kazakhstan: Baptist church raided

Police raided a Baptist church in Taraz, 
summarily fining two worshippers. 

On 3 March, Anti-Terrorism Police in the 
southern city of Taraz raided another Baptist 
church’s Sunday morning meeting for worship. 
This was the third police raid on a Council of 
Churches Baptist community in the city since 
10 February. Again police issued summary fines 
- of two months’ and one month’s average 
wages - to two church members. These 
brought to five the number of Baptists in the 
city given summary police fines for exercising 
freedom of religion or belief since February.

Council of Churches Baptists choose not to 
seek state permission to exercise their right to 
freedom of religion or belief.

Four of the five Baptists summarily punished in 
Taraz, the capital of Zhambyl Region, appealed 
to court against the fines. The court rejected 
the appeal by Yuliya Ivanova on 20 March. As 
the local police officer failed to turn up to court 
for the hearings in the other three cases, the 
appeals were postponed. 

In this issue
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The fifth Baptist – who is a pensioner – chose 
not to appeal against his fine. “We don’t pay 
fines voluntarily, so they’ll take the money from 
his pension,” a fellow Baptist told Forum 18.

Balgabek Myrzayev, acting head of the 
Information and Social Development Ministry’s 
Social Harmony Committee (which restricts 
freedom of religion and belief) in the capital 
Astana, told Forum 18 on 4 March that he was 
not informed about the raids on the Baptists 
and fines in Taraz.

Despite claiming that “our laws don’t ban 
praying”, Myrzayev defended punishing people 
who meet for worship without state permission. 
“Our laws don’t allow unregistered religious 
organisations and I don’t have the right to 
change the law,” he told Forum 18. “If a law 
has been adopted and comes into force, 
everyone must abide by it.”

arise 2019

An  Leader writes
    Listening to these Arise stories, thankfulness 
has seeped through my being – thankfulness 
for God’s work in the lives of each woman who 
willingly entrusted her story to me, and a sense 
that in a minute way I had been a part of their 
story as I was one sent to the former Soviet 
Union by God in 1992 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners.

“
“

For the first time this year, we invited women from 
the Middle East, India, Indonesia, and Ethiopia to 
join us. It was a glorious time of fellowship and 
networking for our sisters from some of the most 
difficult places in the world to be a Christian and a 
woman. 

Arise is underpinned by the prayers of hundreds 
of prayer supporters and funded by the donations 
of many generous individuals who wish to invest 
directly in Christian women and their churches in 
some of the least reached nations in the world. 
Donations fund airfares, hotel accommodation 
and the ministry provided at the conference. The 
ministry team of 80+ women and men involved in 
the bible exposition, worship teams and a whole 
host of activities give their time and energy freely 
and willingly.

If you wish to get involved in Arise or would like 
to read more about this ministry, please go to 
www.arisewomen.care 

We are building the Arise 2020 ministry team 
now, and would love to hear from people 
interested in supporting this valuable ministry for 
the women of Central Asia and beyond.
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ministries. The country group leader from 
Turkmenistan once said to me that she waited 
all year to attend Arise, as it was an ‘oasis in 
the desert’ for her and the ten women she 
brings along with her; that there is no other 
conference quite like Arise for women in Central 
Asia, a teaching and ministry conference that 
ministers to the whole woman – body, mind, 
and spirit.      

update ll
July 2019

Kyrgyzstan is often called the Switzerland 
of Central Asia, with its beautiful mountains 
and snow. Have a read, book a trip.

Included in this mailing is information 
specifically relating to GLSD (Go, Look, 
See, Do) and our “Experience Underground 
Church” simulation for use in the UK. 
Please do have a look and see how you or 
your church might be able to get involved! 

With much blessing

 
Al Simms, UK Director 

Welcome to the latest Quarterly Bulletin, which 
has a decidedly Russian feel to it, with a couple 
of articles taking you a few hundred miles 
east of Moscow to Tatarstan, with its capital 
Kazan on the banks of the Volga River. There’s 
some great gospel work going on in this region 
amongst the local churches, but also in terms 
of equipping the wider church across Central 
Asia. One of the few lasting benefits of the old 
Soviet Union is the commonality of the Russian 
language across all of the northern “stans”, 
which means the training of future leaders 
and gospel workers can take place in an 
international context. 

Drop a little further south from Tatarstan and 
you arrive in Switzerland. Well, not really, but 
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I wonder how many of you have been to 
Switzerland recently? If you’ve been fortunate 
enough to go skiing, you will know that a coffee 
costs an extortionate amount and as for a meal, 
well that’s a king’s ransom!

If you travel on 5 hours east from Istanbul, you 
arrive in the country of Kyrgyzstan, often referred 
to as the Switzerland of Central Asia. Nestled 
up against China on the eastern flanks, the 
country is surrounded by beautiful mountains, is 
wonderful for walking and yes, you can even do 
a spot of skiing in winter! Lake Issyk-Kul is one 
of the most fascinating lakes in the region, with 
118 rivers flowing into it and none out. It is at 
high altitude and is very deep, yet despite -30c 
temperatures in winter it never freezes! 

Then there are the local people, friendly, 
welcoming and often wanting a selfie with you. 
Find a local eatery and you can get a cup of tea 
for 5 pence, or if you’re feeling peckish, you can 
get a massive plate of meat for about £1 or just 
over. 

Parts of Bishkek (the capital) are modern and 
vibrant, with a few new swanky hotels, whilst the 
countryside is much more primitive, delightfully 
authentic  and sometimes stuck in a time warp, 
with the horse the main mode of transport 
and even a few eagle hunters remaining (that’s 
hunting with eagles, not hunting eagles!). 

Kyrgyzstan gained its freedom in 1991 with 
the collapse of the old Soviet Bloc and, with 
its newfound freedom, the church grew quite 
quickly for a few years – to around 0.5% of 

the population. This growth has plateaued and 
the growth that remains is largely found in the 
cities. During recent years, Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia have been funding a huge programme 
of mosque building to the extent that there are 
now more mosques than schools. Yet whilst the 
majority would identify themselves as Muslim, 
much of this remains nominal, although it is 
evident that there is a growing antagonism 
towards believers. Persecution of believers in 
rural areas is becoming quite common and so, 
when people do become followers of Jesus, 
they often end up moving to the cities where 
they can live more anonymous lives. In fairness, 
the government is worried about any form of 
extremism (and who can blame them?) and 
sometimes believers and churches feel the 
impact of this.

Amidst all of this, the church in Kyrgyzstan has 
stagnated and in some cases has lost its vision. 
We need to pray that God would revitalise the 
church and give its leaders a real heart for gospel 
work and mission within the country. Sadly, there 
are many people who have still not heard of a 
Saviour who loves them, gave his life for them 
and was raised from death to new life – in order 
to offer them life to the full. 

this beautiful and amazing country, that 
the light of the gospel would shine afresh 
and illuminate the darkness with truth.

Pray for 

The Switzerland of Central Asia

Kazakhstan: Baptist church raided

Police raided a Baptist church in Taraz, 
summarily fining two worshippers. 

On 3 March, Anti-Terrorism Police in the 
southern city of Taraz raided another Baptist 
church’s Sunday morning meeting for worship. 
This was the third police raid on a Council of 
Churches Baptist community in the city since 
10 February. Again police issued summary fines 
- of two months’ and one month’s average 
wages - to two church members. These 
brought to five the number of Baptists in the 
city given summary police fines for exercising 
freedom of religion or belief since February.

Council of Churches Baptists choose not to 
seek state permission to exercise their right to 
freedom of religion or belief.

Four of the five Baptists summarily punished in 
Taraz, the capital of Zhambyl Region, appealed 
to court against the fines. The court rejected 
the appeal by Yuliya Ivanova on 20 March. As 
the local police officer failed to turn up to court 
for the hearings in the other three cases, the 
appeals were postponed. 

In this issue
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The fifth Baptist – who is a pensioner – chose 
not to appeal against his fine. “We don’t pay 
fines voluntarily, so they’ll take the money from 
his pension,” a fellow Baptist told Forum 18.

Balgabek Myrzayev, acting head of the 
Information and Social Development Ministry’s 
Social Harmony Committee (which restricts 
freedom of religion and belief) in the capital 
Astana, told Forum 18 on 4 March that he was 
not informed about the raids on the Baptists 
and fines in Taraz.

Despite claiming that “our laws don’t ban 
praying”, Myrzayev defended punishing people 
who meet for worship without state permission. 
“Our laws don’t allow unregistered religious 
organisations and I don’t have the right to 
change the law,” he told Forum 18. “If a law 
has been adopted and comes into force, 
everyone must abide by it.”

arise 2019

An  Leader writes
    Listening to these Arise stories, thankfulness 
has seeped through my being – thankfulness 
for God’s work in the lives of each woman who 
willingly entrusted her story to me, and a sense 
that in a minute way I had been a part of their 
story as I was one sent to the former Soviet 
Union by God in 1992 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners.

“
“

For the first time this year, we invited women from 
the Middle East, India, Indonesia, and Ethiopia to 
join us. It was a glorious time of fellowship and 
networking for our sisters from some of the most 
difficult places in the world to be a Christian and a 
woman. 

Arise is underpinned by the prayers of hundreds 
of prayer supporters and funded by the donations 
of many generous individuals who wish to invest 
directly in Christian women and their churches in 
some of the least reached nations in the world. 
Donations fund airfares, hotel accommodation 
and the ministry provided at the conference. The 
ministry team of 80+ women and men involved in 
the bible exposition, worship teams and a whole 
host of activities give their time and energy freely 
and willingly.

If you wish to get involved in Arise or would like 
to read more about this ministry, please go to 
www.arisewomen.care 

We are building the Arise 2020 ministry team 
now, and would love to hear from people 
interested in supporting this valuable ministry for 
the women of Central Asia and beyond.
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