
by darkness, futility and hopelessness.  
And yet, there is a real sense in which 
the greater the darkness, the brighter the 
light of truth can shine. Believers are using 
festival opportunities to shine the light.

May these accounts motivate us to pray 
that the light of the gospel would shine 
brightly in Central Asia!

Dear Friends,

We want to introduce you to the world of 
festivals within the Muslim world of Central 
Asia. My overwhelming reaction as I read these 
accounts is a profound sadness. A sadness 
that so many people are hopelessly striving for 
some sort of cleansing, purifi cation or merit that 
they believe will bring them closer to God. A 
sadness that God’s Son came into this world 
to bring light, hope, purity, relationship and a 
life worth living, yet so many millions living in 
darkness have never heard this amazing Good 
News.

Although festivals are a time of celebration and 
family fun, the reality is they are underpinned 
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We have just relocated back to the UK to 
continue ministry in Turkey through visits 
and working remotely, having completed 
� ve years of overseas service. So few years 
compared to the years we had hoped and 
planned to spend living overseas and yet 
deeply signi� cant years. 

As I’ve been re� ecting on our time here, I’ve 
wondered what I would have said to myself 
� ve, six, seven years ago when we were 
thinking, talking, dreaming and praying about 
serving God overseas. And what would I say 
to someone in a similar position now?

This is what I would say:

Come.

Come, even though it will be harder and 
more humbling than you could ever imagine. 
Come, knowing that there will be days 
that you feel so lonely, so worn out, so 
inadequate. You will cry, you will wonder how 
you will keep going, you will feel homesick, 
you will miss family and friends. You will 
try your hardest to � t into a culture where 
you’ll always stand out as the foreigner and 
then � nd that you’ve left a piece of yourself 
here so that you don’t � t so easily into your 
passport culture any more.

Come, and you will change. You’ll be thrown 
so far out of your depth that you can do 
nothing but cling to Christ. You’ll � nd that 
when you feel lonely and misunderstood by 
those around you and those back in your 
passport country, you can spill out your 
words to Jesus and he will truly understand 
you. You’ll � nd you are weaker than you ever 
supposed but Christ is stronger than you ever 
imagined.

Come, and you’ll make friends with people 

come...

from other cultures, eat new foods, learn a 
new language, explore a new country and 
rejoice in the diversity of God’s creation. 

Come, as one sent by and with the support 
of your church ‘back home’. Come, in 
partnership with the local church and 
believers where you’ll be serving. Come with 
humility and ready to learn.

Come, because although it might feel safer 
to stay home, you are safe with God. Come, 
because even though the uncertainty that 
accompanies living abroad is overwhelming, 
God is good and he is sovereign. Come, 
knowing you are weak and not up to it, 
because God delights in using weak people 
and his grace is suf� cient.

Come, because there are millions of 
people here who have never truly heard 
and understood the Gospel and the 
consequences are eternal. Come and know 
that results are not guaranteed because it 
is God who saves. But you may see lives 
changed and people saved and God might 
even use you - yes, you - as a means of 
accomplishing his work.

Come, even though people will disappoint 
you and hurt you and oppose you and you 
will invest so much only to see people walk 
away, because Jesus will look even more 
beautiful then.

Come, because the work is not yet done and 
the harvest � eld is ripe. Come, because God 
is at work and it is our privilege to be part of 
it. Come, because Jesus is worth it.

Please pray for... workers to come, to hear 
the call of the Kingdom and seek to share 
Christ with the unreached people of Central 
Asia.

phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk
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peopleintl.org.uk


Muslims in Afghanistan (99%) fast from 
sunrise to sunset with huge pressure to fast.  
Historically many Afghans didn’t fast so it 
is debatable if everyone does now.  Some 
drink water secretly.  Working hours are 
shortened. In the Islamic calendar the month 
of Ramadan moves backwards 10 days each 
year so now the days are shorter and it is 
easier for people.  Long hot summer days 
meant people struggled, and driving became 
dangerous.

The Koran teaches that pregnant women/
those with health issues do not need to fast 
but many still do. People tend to eat far more 
with a large fast breaking meal.  Expats have 
to be careful not to say anything that looks 
like they are being negative about Islam even 
if you know health is an issue. 

Some practice Islam more carefully during 
Ramadan, even Muslims who normally barely 
pray, believing they gain extra blessing from 
God.  Men often get together at prayer times 
and there can be great pressure to conform.  
Very dif� cult for believers.  Some believers 
have suffered serious mental health problems 
as to be known as a believer could mean 
death. 

Please pray for them regarding the pressure 
in Ramadan, for courage and for their safety.

One night is called the “Night of Power” 
when Afghan Muslims believe God will 
reveal himself to them (look it up on Google).  
Some will stay up all night praying in the 
hope of this and it can be a fruitful topic of 
conversation but what people mean by “God 
revealing himself” varies.  

Pray for God to open people’s eyes to who 
he really is.

Expatriates have to be careful to not eat or 
drink openly. We personally don’t observe the 
fast but we want to be respectful of others. 
Eating in the bazaar can cause hostility.  

I once thoughtlessly ate a snack while out 
and received very angry looks.  It is dif� cult 
but necessary to drink water sensitively when 
it is hot e.g. in the back of the car.

It can be a tiring time and many expats take 
a break for part of Ramadan.  Those fasting 
can be tired, unproductive, grumpy, AND self 
righteous.  The Christian idea of fasting being 
between you and God is not what happens!  
People talk endlessly regarding fasting and 
how it is affecting them.    

The festival of Eid-ul-Fitr follows Ramadan. 
Locals visit their families, neighbours and 
friends. People may visit you for 15-20 
minutes for tea, cake, snacks. Hospitality 
is greatly valued. It’s very special to host 
colleagues.  Sadly deteriorating security can 
often mean people won’t visit and whereas 
it used to be possible to visit Afghan houses 
now it happens much less.  Afghans are 
afraid that having expats to their houses will 
attract attention and put them in danger.

Overt proclamation is dangerous but having 
relevant conversations with friends can 
happen. Visiting homes means you are 
visiting the whole family not one person.  In 
some cases many will be present as families 
are large and other visitors may be there too. 
In villages I have known neighbours gather 
to see the “foreigner”.  So anything you say 
isn’t going to be con� dential.  To learn to 
communicate effectively in such a situation 
takes some learning.   

Ramadan in Afghanistan



Festivals and Evangelism in Tatarstan

for church-planters, pastors and missionaries 
serving in Tatarstan this summer, as they seek to 
bring the gospel of grace to the culturally Islamic, 
yet religiously wary, Tatar people-group.

please 
pray...

Religious and cultural festivals provide 
opportunities for evangelism among 
Muslim people in the Republic of 
Tatarstan, Russia

The Republic of Tatarstan in the Russian 
Federation is home to approximately 1.7 
million Tatar people – 43% of the republic’s 
population. It is one of two states in Russia 
that has permission to have Islam as an 
of� cial religion, so long as the constitutional 
right to freedom of religion in the Federation 
is also maintained in the state. The existence 
of an Islamic state within the Russian 
Federation is a consequence of historical 
events. Ivan the Terrible, the Grand Prince of 
Moscow in the mid-16th century, mounted 
a campaign to forcibly baptise Tatars into 
the Orthodox Christian faith. Many Tatars 
chose to drown rather than submit to the 
tzar’s religious coercion. Islam is therefore 
very important to Tatars’ ethnic identity, 
representing their stand to maintain religious 
identity and resist cultural assimilation. 

Pastors and missionaries serving in Tatarstan 
report that maybe only 10% of Tatars 
observe Ramadan; a substantial minority are 

sympathetic if not observant; while maybe 
half of the Tatar population ignores Ramadan 
altogether. 

One of the reasons for this ‘coolness’ by 
Tatars to their cultural religion is that Islam 
has also been coercive. When the USSR 
collapsed, Arab money � ooded in to fund the 
construction of mosques. There were reports 
in the early- to mid-2000’s of Tatar people 
being offered $5,000 USD by Muslim clerics 
to “be true Tatars” and “return to their Muslim 
roots”, joining the new mosques.  This brazen 
attempt to buy the Tatars’ religious allegiance 
was largely unsuccessful.

Missionaries in Tatarstan report that it 
feels easier to evangelize during religious 
holidays, rather than harder. Those observing 
Ramadan are open to discuss religious 
matters because they are seeking to be 
outwardly religious. Non-observant Tatars 
are also more likely to be open to hear about 
the Christian faith, because religion is a valid 
topic of conversation at such times. 

Tim McMahon
Eurasian Missionary College in Kazan, Tatarstan



A story about Easter and 
the festival of Nawruz.
Easter and Nawruz, the celebration of 
Spring Equinox in Central Asia, happened 
close together this year. We invited our 
Uzbek friends to a BBQ in a park on 
Easter Sunday with our home group from 
a local church we attend in Northern 
Stockholm. When we meet them, we 
like the family to see how we love one 
another as a community of believers. 
Afterwards, as I drove them home, we 
had a conversation about Nawruz and 
Easter. I mentioned that today Christians 
celebrate that Isa died for the sins of the 
world and rose again so that we could 
have access to God and eternal life. Aziz, 
their 12 year old son chipped in: “Ah yes, 
you have the bread and the wine”. That 
comment caught me by surprise! “Did 
you know that they represent the body 
and blood of Isa? He is our sacri� cial 
lamb”, I replied. They all agreed, perhaps 
out of politeness as I was behind the 
wheel, but we hope and pray that little 
conversations such as this will sink in 
and take root.

How are the Muslims you know practising 
Ramadan?

Our Uzbek friends who are from Kazakhstan 
observe the fast (adults only) even though 
they are nominal Muslims and do not know 
the Koran. They eat after sunset until 1.00am, 
go to bed, then get up and go to work for 
the day, cleaning in schools and of� ces. In 
Sweden at this time of year, sunrise is at 
5.00am and sunset  is at 8.30pm, so this 
is no mean feat! They stay away from the 
mosque because they don’t get on with the 
Arab Muslims who go there.  

How is Ramadan affecting you?

We cannot invite our friends to social events 
because they are fasting. Our contact is 
limited with them during Ramadan because it 
is too late to go out and see them after dark 
with our young children.  It is also dif� cult 
to meet indoors due to COVID restrictions. 
However, we sometimes meet individually 
with the men or women to ‘break-fast’. 

Are there opportunities in Ramadan to 
have “Kingdom” conversation?

Yes, we can talk about how we fast as 
followers of Isa. That we have assurance of 
salvation because of Isa, the sacri� cial lamb 
who took away our sins. Therefore, we do not 
earn our place in heaven through righteous 
acts like fasting. We do it because we want to 
honour God in our lives.

Ramadan in Sweden

for a breakthrough of Jesus the 
saviour of the world in the hearts 
and minds of Uzbeks living in 
Stockholm this Ramadan.

please 
pray...



Navruz in Azerbaijan

that the stories that were shared 
about Jesus would speak into the 
hearts of those who listened, that 
they may have ears to truly hear.

please 
pray...

Navruz is when many Central Asians 
celebrate new year. It’s on 21st March which 
is as sensible a time to start a year as any! It’s 
origins are in Zoroastrianism which pre-dates 
other religions round here. Since no one calls 
themselves zoroastrian any more, it isn’t a 
religious festival, but it’s very popular. It’s 
the normal answer if I ask what someone’s 
favourite holiday is.

The lead-up to Navruz here in southern 
Azerbaijan is all about cleansing. On the last 
Tuesday evening of the old year (i.e. before 
Navruz) people build 7 straw � res and jump 
over them. Then there are crowds of people 
in the morning at the river washing their 
hands and taking home a special jug full of 
river water to sprinkle around their house. 
This year the crowds were discouraged from 
going to the river but some still did so more 
quietly than usual. There are usually people 
dressed in traditional costumes - a bald man 
representing the dying winter and a man with 
hair for the coming spring! You can pay to 
have your picture taken with them.

Then on 21st everyone visits everyone (or 
misses them sometimes of course). I also join 
in the visiting, which was allowed this year. 
People were even more into it than usual after 
not getting to visit last year. In the past I’ve 
told Bible stories about cleansing to � t the 
theme. One year I told several households 
about the leper that Jesus cleansed. I think 
I’ve also told about creation as that seems to 
� t with the new spring life theme. This year, to 
be different, I tied in more with people getting 
together and told about the time when Jesus 
and his disciples and lots of tax collectors 
and sinners all ate at Levi’s house and what 
Jesus said about that. Some people were 
trying to � nish Jesus’s words for him as I told 
it. There were various suggestions for how 
to � nish ‘I haven’t come to call the righteous 
but....’ I think I told it in 7 or 8 houses and I 
hope they’ll all be thinking about why Jesus 
� nished that sentence the way he did. May 
God water the seeds that he let me sow.



Ramadan is a month-long time of fasting 
(during daylight hours) and is a very important 
time for practising Muslims. Muslims fast 
as an act of worship, a chance to get 
closer to God, and a way to become more 
compassionate to those in need. We asked 
one of our new workers about her experience 
of Ramadan while living in Turkey:

Thanks for talking to us! Firstly, how 
are the Muslims you know practising 
Ramadan?

I have limited experience as we were all in 
lockdown last year during Ramadan and now 
this year again. However, when I was living in 
a religiously conservative area and visited a 
more conservative city last year, I remember 
being woken up at 3am by drums going up 
and down the street outside. Fasting doesn’t 
start at this time, but it’s a very early morning 
alarm for people to get up to cook then eat 
before dawn a couple of hours later. Where 
I’m living now this doesn’t happen!

In what ways does Ramadan affect you?

Last year where I was living, my neighbours 
got up to eat at 4am and woke me up with 
their noise. I also saw a � ght going on in 
the street between two taxi drivers, it was 
during Ramadan and they were yelling at 
each other – my Turkish friend said they are 
tired and hungry from fasting and therefore 
more volatile! Many cafes and restaurants are 
closed during the day during this time.

I am very aware during Ramadan not to eat 
or drink in front of people who might be 
fasting, I think it’s important to be sensitive. 
The city where I live has areas which are less 
conservative where eating places are open, 
but it’s good to be aware of where people are 
observing the fast and not offend people.

Can you tell us about opportunities 
in Ramadan to have “Kingdom” 
conversations?

I have a friend who is a practising Muslim – 
she wears black and covers her head and 
face. During Ramadan she doesn’t drink 
water all day, goes to work for a 13 hour shift 
as usual, and says she does � nd it hard. In 
the evening at around 8pm she breaks the 
fast with a big meal with family.

When we talked about it, she said for her 
Ramadan is not just about fasting, it’s also 
about thinking and doing good things. I took 
the opportunity and answered that we can’t 
do good things without Jesus, who has died 
for our sins, and she asked me to pray for 
her.

Also on the Night of Power (this falls during 
the last 10 days of Ramadan) when Muslims 
celebrate receiving the Quran and believe 
God forgives their sins, our church met to 
pray for revelation of Jesus for Muslims. We 
also took the opportunity every Friday during 
Lent to fast for healing. Many people also 
gave out Jesus videos during Easter and 
these were well received.

Ramadan in turkey



Teaching - Mission Opportunities

International 
Christian School 
(2021-2022 school year)
• Head Principal

• Two elementary classroom teachers 
(Kindergarten & 3/4th)

• Dyslexia / learning support specialist

• Secondary (Gr 7-12) Science, Language 
arts, Geography

To view our full range of mission opportunities go to peopleintl.org.uk/opportunities 
Al or Iain would love to hear from you about any of our opportunities - chat@peopleintl.org.uk 

Please note:  These opportunities are self-fi nanced, unless otherwise indicated

Teaching Academy
Various teaching roles
(2021-2022)
The academy exists to provide a quality 
Christian education to Christian families who 
are working in various roles to bring eternal 
hope and a brighter future to the precious 
people of the host country. The academy is 
located in the capital city of a beautiful country 
in the heart of Central Asia.

Elementary:

• Grade 3/4 Teacher

• Grade 5/6 Teacher

Secondary:

• 1-2 full time teachers for our secondary 
campus - able to teach various classes 
and oversee the secondary education

• History, Maths, Science, English Literature 
Teachers

School Administrator:

• to help with the running of the school, 
developing parent-teacher skills, and 
handling any student issues that arise.

Extended Essay 
Writing teacher 
Private School  
(Aug 2021+)
• Teaching qualifi cation required (qualifi cation 

in Extended Essay Writing not essential)

• Teaching all in English

• $US1500 per month plus rent will be paid

• Provision of one visa (e.g. no spouse visa)

ESL Teachers 
(ongoing)
We have opportunities for trained English 
teachers/TEFL teachers to work in private 
language schools and universities in Central 
Asia. Some may include a small allowance 
towards living costs.

Might God be calling you to use your teaching 
gifts & experience in overseas mission?

Do you know a teacher or ESL trainer that 
might be interested? Please pray and pass 
on...

Please pray that these roles will be fi lled, for 
the enhancement of education in the region, 
and that as a result more Central Asians will 
hear the wonderful news of Jesus

please pray...
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