
Whilst our prime objective is always to 
declare the gospel of Jesus Christ, our 
workers need great wisdom to be able to 
do this in their different contexts - so have 
a read on and see how they do it. Please 
pray that each worker will receive much 
wisdom. A display of genuine compassion 
opens doors and opportunities for people 
to receive the best news they can ever 
hear - a real, living, vibrant and personal 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ!

Dear Friends,

In this edition, we want to bring you a few 
stories about how we interact with people in 
Central Asia by practically showing the love and 
compassion of Jesus Christ. Now our regular 
readers will know that you can’t just turn up in 
Central Asia and declare yourself a missionary! 
You wouldn’t get a visa and you would be most 
unwelcome. So using a humanitarian channel 
has a threefold benefi t; fi rstly it allows a worker 
to be in a country; secondly, it allows love and 
care to be shown through which the beauty of 
Jesus can shine and thirdly, it creates a whole 
network of local relationships through which 
can come those gospel opportunities.

Al wants to communicate with you 2
Serving the forgotten 3
Serving third-culture kids 5

In this issue
Serving through NGO work 6
Serving in a crisis 7
Serving during Covid 8

Serving in Jesus’ name

November 2020

A reminder as we enter the run up to Christmas, 
you can raise money - at no cost to you - 
so that more Central Asians hear about Jesus.

Find out more at peopleintl.org.uk/ef

http://peopleintl.org.uk


al wants to communicate with you

get in touch
phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

Discover weekend
Our “Discover Weekend” for those 
interested in exploring service in Central 
Asia was cancelled in October due 
to Covid restrictions, but has been 
rescheduled for 11-13 June 2021. We 
were expecting 12-14 adults (plus some 
children), most of whom have rebooked, 
but we have plenty of space for others to 
join the weekend.

Sending church
In our last edition, we asked if any church 
might be willing to take on one of our 
workers who had, for unusual reasons, not 
had a sending church. We are delighted to 
report that we have linked her to a sending 
church, who will assume responsibility for 
praying for her and partnering with her, 
alongside providing church leaders to 
whom she will be accountable. A lovely 
result!

go, look, see, do...
We are planning to run nearly all our GLSD (Go, Look, See, Do) 2021 mission trips in the 
autumn. Trips to Turkey (onetrip for families*; one for just adults), Tajikistan and Uzbekistan**.
We want to be more intentional about those we take on the trips, targeting those who are 
interested in developing a serious life-long interest in gospel work inCentral Asia.  For 
example, going medium/longer term, prayer partners and/or setting up a local PI prayer 
meeting, supporting, and for church and student leaders.

If that’s you, come and join us! Send us a message at chat@peopleinlt.org.uk

* The family trip to Turkey - In the school holidays, so please DO get in touch with us about 
this trip

** The trip to Uzbekistan is designed for church leaders and limited numbers due to the 
sensitivities of this trip

NEW! Monthly Prayer meeting
Third Monday evening of each month; 
we’re all getting used to Zoom meetings, 
so we want to start a monthly share and 
prayer from 8pm for one hour, starting 
Mon 16 November and each month 
thereafter. 
If you would like to join, then please email 
shareandpray@peopleintl.org.uk and we 
will send you an invitation to attend.

zoom meetings
I am doing a couple of Zoom 
presentations most weeks for different 
churches, groups and home groups. I’d 
love to join you on Zoom too - please 
send me an email or give me a ring to 
arrange for me to join your home group, 
church or just a group of friends  
al@ukteam.org 07938 861278.
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Covid-19 and the struggles of lockdown 
have provided many opportunities to share 
the love of God in practical ways. 

Working in a majority Muslim region, 
one of our teams shares about the ways in 
which they were able to serve vulnerable 
people there.

“In the two months when people in our 
district were not allowed to visit other houses 
due to Covid-19, we drove to the nearby 
village and came to the house of an elderly 
deaf man. When we met him at his door, 
gave him some food gifts and told him that 
God loved him, he started to cry. It turned 
out it was more than food that we brought 
- disability can be a taboo, and disabled 
people are often told that God does not love 
them, and that they or their parents must 
have sinned to cause the disability.

On our next trip to the villages, Elnur helped 
us to � nd the different deaf families who are 
living in the many small villages surrounding 
our city. Elnur is himself deaf, and he also 
has chronic kidney disease and has to have 
regular dialysis treatment. Travelling the 
whole day with us was very dif� cult and 
exhausting for him. We had tried to convince 
the director of the deaf society to join us but 
he had refused. However when he saw how 
hard Elnur worked, and that the next day he 
was too weak to even get out of bed, he had 
a change of heart. He happily helped us on 
the next trip and showed us the way to all the 
needy families. 

The government had promised the poor and 
disabled extra money to help them during this 

serving the forgotten

very dif� cult time of Covid, but none of the 
promised help ever reached the people we 
met. When we started distributing food and 
hygiene products and paid for some of their 
medical needs, they were so thankful. They 
asked if this was from the government, we 
answered: “No, this is from our friends, who 
want to help and want to show you that God 
loves you”. They said that this was a love 
they could taste and feel and not just empty 
words.

While distributing food to the deaf 
communities in surrounding villages, we met 
a  man called Nazim. He had had urgent 
appendix surgery during the Covid-19 time 
and so we helped his family with food and 
bought medicine that he needed. He was so 
glad that he insisted the team have at least 
a cup of tea with him, even though this was 
not allowed at that time. Now he, his wife, 
his children, and his elderly parents are really 
open to hearing the Good News. They have 
invited us to visit again.

We also handed out some of the aid 
packages to vulnerable people in our Bible 
Study Group, and shared with them about 
our work with the deaf communities. Here are 
some of their responses:



Elnara:
“We know that God is there, but we learned now that 
God also cares not only for believers but also for others. 
He provided for all the deaf people who are not yet 
believing in Jesus!”

Nurlan: 
“I have been a believer for two years. I know God is 
good and He is always there, but now I have seen 
how He also cares in a very practical way for us. I 
thought no one cared about me, but now people I 
don’t even know care. I got an idea of what it means 
to be one body in Christ.”

Ana: 
She has been a believer for several years, but 
meeting with others and � nding ways to go to the 
Bible study group cost her a lot of courage. Her 
husband is violent and a drug abuser, he has often 
threatened to kill her and is in prison. She now has 
the desire to teach her teenage kids about Jesus and 
tell them about the hope they can have in Jesus. During 
the Bible Study, they studied the character of Paul, how 
he became a peacemaker, and also that Christ is our 
example - because Christ died for us we can encourage 
each other with good words and deeds. This helped 
her to understand what it means to be Christs’ body. 
Now she plans to not only teach her own kids, 
but is challenged to in� uence the children 
she is teaching at the local  primary 
school. She has started to work 
through a study guide on 
how to raise children to 
walk with God”



serving 
third-culture
kids
Moving abroad can be an exciting but daunting 
experience. A new home, culture and language 
to name just a few challenges that a new 
worker has to juggle. When workers have 
children, it catapults the exciting and daunting 
into another dimension. Not just navigating a 
new world for themselves, they have young 
lives to add to the equation. Missionaries are 
not exempt from the normal anxieties that 
beset parents, but they have the additional 
concern of how will their children cope with 
separation from friends and family. How will 
they adapt to a new culture, language, home, 
form of education? What about access to 
medical care? Depending on the age of 
the child, the concerns will be different, but 
negotiating these without the normal support 
network and familiar resources can leave 
parents feeling vulnerable. 

During lockdown in one CA country, it was 
apparent that as children were cooped up 
for weeks, often in small apartments, parents 
were eager for support and new ideas – and 
so the “Fuzzle Club” was born. A small team 
of remote “aunties” sent ideas, activities and 
videos to encourage the children spiritually - 
and not least to have fun.

From the birth of the “Fuzzle club”, along with 
interaction with parents and other members 
of the PI family  “on the ground”, it became 
apparent that there was more that could be 

done to improve our existing member care for 
parents and children that would go beyond the 
immediate need that Covid caused. 

Within our PI UK family, we are intentional 
in ensuring that our TCKs* (and parents) 
have as much support as they would like. 
To facilitate this, we have worked with fi eld 
workers to incorporate a range of experience 
and skills and formed a team specifi cally to 
evaluate existing practises and resources 
and improve these where necessary for both 
children, parents and team leaders. A regular 
age specifi c “Fuzzle Club” newsletter tackling 
relevant topics is being sent out. A resources 
bank is being developed for parents to access 
as required. An already robust support network 
is being strengthened.  It is an ongoing project 
and we are excited at how this will impact, for 
spiritual good our TCKs and families.

Research shows that workers will often leave 
the fi eld due to the pressures that mission work 
has on family life and in particular the children. 
Upholding these families in prayer and by 
practical support in many different ways, will 
in God’s goodness produce Kingdom workers 
that are able to be in it for the long haul and for 
God’s glory.

* Third Culture Kids - “kids who are raised outside of their 
parents’ culture and shaped by multi-cultural spheres”



Conversation on singleness
I often have conversations about singleness. 
It is the fi rst topic that comes up when I meet 
new women at training. The women are often 
worried. ‘You should get married, make sure 
you have a child.’ ‘Who will take care of you 
when you get old?’ I often tell these ladies that I 
trust my heavenly Father to take care of me. He 
knows what is best and what I need. He can 
take better care of me than any husband or 
child could ever do. The words sound beautiful 
to them, but at the same time their faces reveal 
that they can’t easily understand this trust at all. 

A powerful story
I also believe in the power of stories. Once, 
travelling with a friend, we met a few fi shermen 
in a village next to a cold mountain lake. Invited 
to come fi shing with them, I get the idea to 
tell them a story about the Galilean fi shermen. 
The next day I have attentive listeners while we 
are plucking the fi sh from the net. I am happy I 
have learned to tell stories from the “Book” and 
to discuss them with people. 

Serving tea
Those stories can be brought up in many 
different conversations. When I made and 
served tea the other day for our staff at the 
offi ce, one of them said, shaking his head: our 
leader is pouring the tea. (At the moment I am 
the only foreigner in the project and thus ‘the 
leader’.) 

That morning before walking to the offi ce, I had 
read: whoever wants to become great among 
you must be your servant, and whoever wants 
to be fi rst must be slave of all. So I shared this 
with my colleague. “I just read this morning that 
Jesus Messiah said that one who wants to be 
a leader, should serve all.” He thinks about it 
for a moment and says: “That is right, a leader 
should give himself for the good of the people.” 
I nod: 

“That is exactly what the prophet Jesus did.”     

serving through 
NGO work

Pray that our workers will be fi lled with the Holy Spirit, full of God’s 
Word and have much wisdom, so they know what and when to 
share when an opportunity arises.

Pray that the people we reach with social, medical or other NGO 
work, will notice the presence of Jesus in us and start asking 
questions and searching for more.

Prayer 
Points
He who seeks, will fi nd! 
(Matt. 7:7-8) 

Working with a Non-governmental 
Organisation (NGO) for me means helping 
people holistically. The actual work takes 
care of their physical, social, medical, 
emotional and, of course, their spiritual 
needs. Being present in the lives of 
our colleagues (fi rst and foremost) and 
benefi ciaries, provides the opportunities to 
address their spiritual needs. This happens 
mostly in the form of sharing stories or 
just having conversations. 



serving in a crisis
For the past three years we have been 
recruiting and leading teams of Christians to 
serve in Moria Refugee Camp on Lesvos Island 
in Greece. Some 300 volunteers have been 
involved with us in one way or another. It has 
been a fruitful ministry as many Muslims have 
embraced Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

The conditions in Moria camp were considered 
sub-human. Food and sanitation was basic at 
best. A tent made for six people will often have 
ten or twelve sleeping in it. Fights and theft 
were daily occurrences. It was only a matter of 
time before a bigger crisis would ensue.

In early September the fi rst case of Covid-19 
entered the camp. It began to spread, and 35 
people tested positive. In an effort to isolate 
them along with their families, a riot broke 
out resulting in several fi res breaking out. In a 
matter of minutes the entire camp was engulfed 
in fl ames, leaving 13,000 men, women, and 
children fl eeing to the streets with whatever 
they could quickly grab. 

The situation became desperate. The local 
Greeks set up roadblocks to keep the refugees 
out of their villages and towns, for fear that 
Covid 19 would spread to them. The refugees 
had nowhere to go but to sleep rough on the 
streets with little or no water, food or shelter. 

A Christian agency that we partner with, Euro 
Relief*, sprung into action. The handful of 
courageous volunteers tried to provide what 
they could but as food or water was being 
distributed, the desperate refugees sometimes 
fought over supplies for their families. 

Riots broke out often over the next few days. 
Tear gas was often used by police in an 
attempt to control the thousands of people, 

terrifying children. Amid the heat and hunger, 
concerns for Covid 19 loomed large. 

The refugees hoped that by burning the camp, 
the government would send them to the 
mainland or to other European countries where 
conditions are much better. That plan did not 
work. The Greek government decided to set 
up a new camp across the bay from where we 
always stayed. It is in an area that was used by 
the military for artillery target practice. Now the 
army along with Euro Relief and other agencies 
are setting up a tent city that presently can hold 
about 3600 people in 600 tents. Initially only 
1800 refugees agreed to move into the new 
camp, but slowly that improved. 

However, the remaining 11,000 are still on the 
streets. Many have refused to go into the new 
tent city fearing it will become just like Moria, 
where people are afraid of rape, fi ghts, and 
terrible conditions. Will they be stuck there 
for months or years? Euro Relief, our agency, 
is also distributing food, water and blankets 
to them. How does this affect our ministry? 
First of all, our hearts break every time we see 
pictures of the refugee situation. God has given 
us a deep love for these people, after all, we 
have been with them many times over the last 
three years. Secondly, we wish we could be 
there right now to help. But until this pandemic 
is resolved, the door for us seems closed in 
Greece due to current travel restrictions. We 
are praying for next year, seeking the Lord to 
make a way for teams to go once again. 

In the midst of losing nearly everything that this 
life has to offer, please pray for those who have 
already trusted in Jesus Christ as their Saviour 
and that many more will have the opportunity 
to turn to the One, True, Living God and 
discover the greatest joy on offer.

* To read more go to www.eurorelief.net

http://www.eurorelief.net


SERVING DURING COVID

We’re all getting used to Zoom meetings, so 
we want to start a monthly share and prayer 
meeting from 8pm for one hour, on the 3rd 
Monday evening of each month starting 
Monday 16 November.
 

One pastor is such a committed evangelist 
that he has not let Covid stop him. 

In July he got a phone call in the middle of the 
night from a church member. Their unbelieving 
relative was in hospital with Covid and was 
dying. So the pastor went out straight away to 
visit him during the night, and wonderfully was 
able to lead him to the Lord before he passed 
away - to an eternity with Jesus! 

The next week, the pastor himself went down 
with Covid, and many of his family members 
too. 

The church has continued to meet when there 
are no lockdown restrictions. When anyone 
goes down with Covid, they pray hard. So far, 
most of the church has had it, and only one 
member, a lady in her 70s, has died. 

The others have not only wonderfully recovered 
but are faithfully seeking to make Christ known 
in their city through their words and their 
actions - in particular helping the poor and 
helping those with disabilities. 

NEW!

Open to anyone who wishes to get involved in 
praying for the least reached people of Central 
Asia. 

Email shareandpray@peopleintl.org.uk to 
join  and we will send you a Zoom invitation to 
attend.

PI Monthly 
Prayer Meeting

Christians in the city are known as those 
who care! It is the love and care that opens 
true windows for gospel opportunities

mailto:shareandpray@peopleintl.org.uk



