
Would you like to see some of the places 
you read about with your own eyes? Then 
look no further than the different “Go Look 
See Do” trips we have planned in the next 
year - we would love you to come and see 
what God does in your heart!

Thank you for all your support. 

 
Al Simms, UK Director 

GoLook
See
Do

support the local church 
in various projects

engage Muslim people  
with the gospel

learn from seasoned  
missionaries & local believers

experience new cultures,  
make friends and get training

At no cost to you!
As you shop online you can enable more 
unreached Central Asians to hear the lifesaving 
and transforming gospel message.  You may 
well have heard of easyfundraising, Give as you 
Live®, and smile.amazon.co.uk?  Perhaps you 
are already using one of these to raise money 
for a chosen charity?  If so, would you consider 
adding People International as your chosen 
charity for a period of time?

Will it really raise a 
significant sum?
You can raise on average £80 when you book a 
holiday through easyfundraising.  So, if just 10 
supporters do this, that’s £800 towards gospel 
mission work in Central Asia.  When switching, 
Vodafone and EE will donate up to £35, Sky up 
to £52.50, and Aviva up to £30.

The average retailer donation percentages of 
1-2% of sale value seem low – for day to day 
shopping, does it really make any difference?  
Yes, if we get a reasonable volume of our 
supporters to join in.  Basically, for day to day 
purchases it’s largely a numbers game.  So, 
please we ask you to join to help raise money 
for Central Asian gospel mission.
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Welcome to our autumn edition of Update. We 
are very happy to feature Dishad’s* story as part 
of our follow-on report from the annual Arise 
conference for Central Asian women. God is 
using women in extraordinary ways and against 
all odds -  as you will read life is not easy for 
Central Asian women, especially those who 
follow Christ. In addition, the article “Life Begins 
at Forty” presents our Five year strategy - we 
hope you are inspired by what we hope to 
achieve and feel challenged to join us in this 
ongoing venture to see Central Asians reached 
by sending out new workers and caring well for 
all our people.

?Do You... Want to go to Central Asia, an area unreached by the Gospel
Have an interest in reaching Muslims
Want to explore short or long-term service, or a gap year
Desire to be “on fire” for Jesus – either at home or abroad
Long to enthuse your local church & friends for world mission

Dilshad’s story - Arise 2019 2

Life Begins At 40! A Five-year Strategy Plan 4

Go Look See Do 6

years of Central Asian Missionempowering central asians

Taking a group of UK students on a trip to 
Central Asia might seem like a crazy thing 
to do. 

All but one had never been anywhere near 
Central Asia. But they had a desire to bless 
believers who have a harder time of it than they 
do. So we travelled to a remote town in Central 
Asia, where the pastor had asked for visitors 
to come and bless the young people in his 
church. The Central Asian young people were 
thrilled to meet British students for the first 
time in their lives. We taught them English and 
games, we gave seminars on leading worship, 
on the Bible and on how to run a business. 
They loved it all. But the reality was that we 
were the ones who really learned during these 
two weeks.

One young couple lost a baby two years ago. 
He became ill at just one month old, and they 
watched helplessly while he was in intensive 
care, knowing that if he ever recovered he 
would suffer from severe disabilities. When 
they lost him, they were devastated. But they 
thought about what if they had had to raise a 
boy with such disabilities? They knew that there 
was nothing to help them in their city. So they 
shared the vision with the young people from all 
the churches there (which all meet illegally) and 
out of this has come the most extraordinary 
ministry. Young Christian people give up three 
afternoons a week to meet with those with 

In this issue

disabilities. They gather them for sport and 
games, they visit them in their homes, they love 
them and they tell them about the One who 
loves them most of all. The people of the city 
are so impressed with these Christian young 
people. They even have some non-Christians 
come and join in with them. One of these able 
bodied young men recently came to faith as 
the result of a boy with Downs telling him that 
Jesus loved him! And the beautiful thing is 
that this is the one ministry that unites all the 
churches in the city!

The believers in this town have suffered so 
much under state persecution. Several of the 
men have spent time in prison for their faith 
and suffered badly there. They were told that 
any evangelism of children was forbidden. But 
they continued to teach the children over the 
years, despite the dangers and now the pastor 
is proud to point out the fruit of disobeying 
the government: a group of delightful young 
people who love to share the Gospel and who 
are willing to give up their spare time in active 
service of those whose lives are so difficult.

Who could not come away from two weeks 
with such Christ-centred young people and 
not be deeply moved and challenged? We look 
forward to taking more people there to continue 
to bless the church and learn. 

Let us know if you’d like to join us.

Raise money for us as you shop online

Tips that may help
• Both easyfundraising and Give as you Live® use 

a ‘donation reminder’ tool that can be easily 
installed in your browser – it notifies you as you 
shop of retailers that will give a donation and 
you just continue to browse and buy as normal

• Look out for the available apps -  to generate 
donations as you shop on your smartphone

• Larger donations – e.g. use easyfundraising to 
switch your car & home insurance, take a new 
mobile contract or switch your gas supplier 
and you can raise up to £200 for People 
International

• As a reminder, you can raise on average 
£80 when you book a holiday through 
easyfundraising.  Also, you can raise donations 
when you buy car hire, travel insurance, airport 
parking, foreign currency and when updating 
your holiday wardrobe!

Refer a Friend donations – 
spread the word
With easyfundraising and Give as you Live® you 
can earn a £5 bonus donation every time one of 
your friends successfully joins and raises just £5 as 
a supporter.  

Please can you spread the word by email or social 
media – to your family, friends, church community 
and work colleagues?

Happy online shopping!
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Would you like to switch to receiving our  
‘quarterly update’ by email (instead of post)?

If yes, go to: https://www.peopleintl.org.uk/qu

Dates for  
2020

GoLook
See
Do

Want to explore the 
option of your own  
tailor-made mission 
trip? 
 
Perhaps none of the dates 
work for you, or for other 
reasons you would prefer 
to arrange your own trip?  
Maybe as a church, mission 
committee, homegroup, or 
Christian Union?

We are very open to this, and 
in fact we have already worked 
with one church to plan a  
tailor-made GLSD trip for them 
in the second half of 2020.

Short Term Trip to Central asia

Hoping to grab a Black Friday / Cyber 
Monday deal (29 Nov-2 Dec)?  

If so, do sign up first so it triggers a donation...

To start raising 
donations for us
Easyfundraising:    
peopleintl.org.uk/ef 

Amazon:    
peopleintl.org.uk/amazon 

Give as you Live®:   
peopleintl.org.uk/live 

*name changed for security

26 Sep - 10 Oct
Turkey

30 May - 13 Jun
Uzbekistanfully booked 26 Sep - 10 Oct

Tajikistan & Uzbekistan
Average cost approx £1000 per person for transport and accommodation

get in touch phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

We are giving presentations on Central Asian Mission on the 
following dates. 

They’re an ideal opportunity to find out more and it would be 
lovely to meet you if you can come along:

Upcoming Events:

January 12, 2020 @ 10:30am 
Sussex Street Christian Centre, Rhyl

January 12, 2020 @ 4:00pm 
Alive Church, Prestatyn

January 14 (times tbc) 
Holywell  

January 15, 2020 @ 7:00pm 
Bethel Baptist Holywell

Experience Underground Church - an engaging 
simulation for small groups, Christian Unions, and 
world mission events  
Find out more at www.peopleintl.org.uk/euc

For full event details visit  
www.peopleintl.org.uk/events-list

Event details may occasionally change, so check the website 
before attending an event. New events are regularly added.

To book a speaker, get in touch



Dilshad‘s story

In our last edition we ran an article about Arise 
2019. Here follows a testimony that came out 
of that conference. 

Dilshad will turn 40 this year.  As a teenager in 
a remote region of one Central Asian nation, 
she had mastered the English language to 
such an extent that she was employed as an 
interpreter by missionaries. She embraced the 
gospel message through this contact so that 
she was a Christian when she married a Muslim 
man with all the ceremony and expectations 
attributed to her culture.  Moving in to live with 
her husband’s family she became the daughter-
in-law expected to serve her new family. Her 
mother-in-law retained a large degree of 
influence over her husband and would call 
him away from Dilshad whenever she felt the 
need.  Many times this was difficult and great 
unhappiness grew in her heart.  

One night when she was alone in her bedroom 
she saw a light outside the window.  The light 
increased, as though it was moving towards 
her until she witnessed the presence of the 

Lord Jesus enter her room.  Clothed in white, 
with a radiant face, He approached her as she 
lay in her bed, touched her shoulder, lifted her 
blanket around her and assured her of His 
great love for her - a love that would never 
cease, no matter what her circumstances.  
From that moment Dilshad’s life was anchored 
deeper in relationship with the living God.  

Her first child was born with crush injuries to 
her head necessitating her being in intensive 
care for some months after her birth.  When 
the doctors released the baby from hospital 
Dilshad was given a long list of instructions 
for the baby’s 24-hour care.  Following these 
instructions diligently Dilshad was able to 
bring her daughter back to the hospital for a 
check-up at 12 months and there was told the 
doctors had never expected her baby to live.

As the families celebrated the child had lived 
to one year, Dilshad’s parents attributed this 
good health to skillful doctors.  Her husband’s 
parents also attributed their granddaughter’s 
health to the skill of doctors.  “No”, said 

Dilshad, “it is the Lord God who has given 
life and health to my daughter.  He is to be 
praised.”  

Neither family would accept this and she was 
immediately rejected by her own family.  They 
chose never to speak with her again, her father 
saying, “I no longer have a daughter.”

One year later while remaining in her husband’s 
family home, Dilshad gave birth to a second 
daughter.  But only three months later her 
husband moved away for employment and 
she was literally thrown onto the street with 
her two children.  There she stood in the snow, 
abandoned by man but not by God. Dilshad 
soon found a home to rent.  Only hours after 
being kicked out by her in-laws, she returned 
to her former home to find her possessions 
already on the street, thrown into the mud and 
melting snow.

With determination, Dilshad soon found 
employment teaching English in a nearby 
school where there were also nursery and 
kindergarten classes where her daughters 
could be sheltered.  Dilshad still needed to be 
their carer, and after each lesson she would 
return to her children to change nappies, and 
feed them.

An older Christian woman in her town became 
her spiritual mentor while Dilshad continued 
teaching and living life as a single parent.  She 
grew in faith and understanding of God’s call 
on her life.  Then, being sent out from her 
fellowship group, she moved to a neighbouring 
country to be a missionary herself. 

In the capital city of this country she was 
trained to care for children with disabilities.  
On a mission trip to a town nearby she 
encountered many single mums with disabled 
children.  They were living in shipping 
containers because this town had been 
decimated by an earthquake almost 20 years 
earlier and had never been rebuilt.  Dilshad 
had found her calling!  Because of her own 

story as a single mum, and as the mother of a 
daughter with ongoing health challenges, she 
believed she could be used to bring the hope 
of Jesus to women in this town.  She saw 
herself in these ladies.

Dilshad has organised surgery for children 
with disabilities, an ongoing need.  Last 
summer Dilshad organised a camp for 
mothers of children with disabilities and their 
siblings.  120 people attended the camp.  
Many women accepted the invitation to follow 
Jesus.  

Livelihood projects have followed offering 
new employment possibilities for women.  
Obtaining land grants for the village leader, 
an agricultural project has been implemented 
that currently employs 20 people. Plans are 
afoot for greenhouses, and one lady has 
become a produce wholesaler. 

Dilshad’s story is an outstanding 
demonstration of the sovereignty of God over 
one life, and His empowering and enabling. 
It shows His anointing upon a woman whom 
He has called to be His hands and feet in 
an area rejected by many and to a people 
marginalised and ignored by most.

Arise exists to invest in women for leadership 
across Central Asia and beyond: to inspire, to 
heal, and to equip.   

Life begins at 40!  A five-year strategy plan
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In the prayer Jesus taught his disciples, we 
read, “Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven”. Whilst we are 
expected to plan for future gospel work, we 
willingly submit to God’s Master Plans in all 
respects. It is with confidence in our God and 
His plans for the church of Jesus Christ that we 
set out these aspirations. 

May His kingdom come in Central Asia 
and may His will be done in Central Asia 
as it is in heaven!

We are convinced that prayer lies at the very 
heart and success or otherwise of this plan – 
therefore please pray for:

1. our planned team ‘prayer retreats’ – that 
we will be excited and motivated by God’s 
great plan and purposes for Central Asian 
Gospel mission

2. wisdom and discernment to make 
strategic decisions ‘in-line’ with His will

3. courage and flexibility to adapt our plan in 
light of an ever-changing world!

4. necessary funds to be secured for the five-
year plan to be implemented

If you have any comments, questions or 
would like to discuss how you can play 
an active role in our five-year plan - our 
director Al would love to hear from you: 
Please call 01892 545509 or send an email 
to al@peopleintl.org.uk

Cost
We have calculated that we will need 
an extra £65-70k to deliver the plan 
over the next 5 years. Ouch!  

In consideration of the cost though, 
the question should be asked:  
what is the cost of not doing it?

Please pray for our  

5-year plan

People International is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year, having grown and 
developed a ministry reaching Muslims in 
Central Asia with the gospel and having 
been a catalyst for National Offices that 
have been set up in most world continents.  
Whilst such a landmark is a cause of 
rejoicing it is also an opportunity to review, 
reflect and focus afresh on the challenge 
ahead in a world that is constantly 
changing.  As a result, our ambitious 5-year 
plan (2020-2025) was born. After all, as they 
say, ‘Life begins at 40!’

Our vision statement has remained unchanged 
since our birth in 1979;

“To reach the unreached Muslims of Central 
Asia with the gospel”

Wider Central Asia, encompassing the ex-
Soviet Bloc “stans” and a swathe of countries 
running east to west from Pakistan to Turkey, 
has a population well in excess of ½ billion 
people, the vast majority of whom are Muslims. 
In some areas there are less than 10 believers 
per million population, with some people 
groups being completely unreached by the 
gospel, whilst across the whole region small 
churches are struggling with the task, some of 
whom face persecution to different degrees. 
Not only is Central Asia the least reached 
region with the gospel, but it also has the 
fewest number of missionaries in comparison 
to every other significant world region.

The delivery of our mission statement is to be 
achieved by…

Primary aim & vision

Feedback from varied sources encourages us that our ‘member 
care’ does much to support and encourage our field workers. 
Having said that there is room for improvement! 

Our plan identifies such areas and sets out ways to implement 
positive change. For example, providing more resources for 
reading, training & lifelong learning, and building on the support 
we provide for our workers’ children and teenagers.

Consolidation

A good old ‘SWOT’ type analysis proves its worth once again! It 
revealed some key strengths of People International, but equally 
some very real challenges including relatively low awareness in 
parts of the UK, and an ageing supporter base – please don’t 
take this personally…

To raise our awareness across the UK and to build & extend 
our supporter base, several initiatives are on the table including 
appointing regional representatives and developing a new social 
media strategy.

Extension

Our target is for 25 new missionary workers onto the field by 
2025.  That means an average of 5 new workers a year, which is 
both ambitious and modest, depending on your perspective!  It 
is something we don’t intend to try and achieve alone, but rather 
through existing and new partnerships.

Multiplication
25 by 25

The overall picture of missionary sending 
from the UK has deteriorated significantly 
over the last few years. There have been 
many articles written on why this should be, 
but most fall back to a view that the church 
has focused on church planting in the UK, 
but in doing this it has somehow lost the 
vision for worldwide mission. Nearly every 
mission agency in the UK is struggling to 
find people to send. “25 by ‘25” is a tough 
target, but one that has very much been 
laid on our hearts.

Ideas to help us achieve our target include 
the 2020 launch of Go Look See Do (GLSD) 
mission trips, bespoke trips, a planned 
‘Seekers’ weekend event, and our moving 
and well received simulation ‘Experience 
Underground Church’ (EUC).



Dilshad‘s story

In our last edition we ran an article about Arise 
2019. Here follows a testimony that came out 
of that conference. 

Dilshad will turn 40 this year.  As a teenager in 
a remote region of one Central Asian nation, 
she had mastered the English language to 
such an extent that she was employed as an 
interpreter by missionaries. She embraced the 
gospel message through this contact so that 
she was a Christian when she married a Muslim 
man with all the ceremony and expectations 
attributed to her culture.  Moving in to live with 
her husband’s family she became the daughter-
in-law expected to serve her new family. Her 
mother-in-law retained a large degree of 
influence over her husband and would call 
him away from Dilshad whenever she felt the 
need.  Many times this was difficult and great 
unhappiness grew in her heart.  

One night when she was alone in her bedroom 
she saw a light outside the window.  The light 
increased, as though it was moving towards 
her until she witnessed the presence of the 

Lord Jesus enter her room.  Clothed in white, 
with a radiant face, He approached her as she 
lay in her bed, touched her shoulder, lifted her 
blanket around her and assured her of His 
great love for her - a love that would never 
cease, no matter what her circumstances.  
From that moment Dilshad’s life was anchored 
deeper in relationship with the living God.  

Her first child was born with crush injuries to 
her head necessitating her being in intensive 
care for some months after her birth.  When 
the doctors released the baby from hospital 
Dilshad was given a long list of instructions 
for the baby’s 24-hour care.  Following these 
instructions diligently Dilshad was able to 
bring her daughter back to the hospital for a 
check-up at 12 months and there was told the 
doctors had never expected her baby to live.

As the families celebrated the child had lived 
to one year, Dilshad’s parents attributed this 
good health to skillful doctors.  Her husband’s 
parents also attributed their granddaughter’s 
health to the skill of doctors.  “No”, said 

Dilshad, “it is the Lord God who has given 
life and health to my daughter.  He is to be 
praised.”  

Neither family would accept this and she was 
immediately rejected by her own family.  They 
chose never to speak with her again, her father 
saying, “I no longer have a daughter.”

One year later while remaining in her husband’s 
family home, Dilshad gave birth to a second 
daughter.  But only three months later her 
husband moved away for employment and 
she was literally thrown onto the street with 
her two children.  There she stood in the snow, 
abandoned by man but not by God. Dilshad 
soon found a home to rent.  Only hours after 
being kicked out by her in-laws, she returned 
to her former home to find her possessions 
already on the street, thrown into the mud and 
melting snow.

With determination, Dilshad soon found 
employment teaching English in a nearby 
school where there were also nursery and 
kindergarten classes where her daughters 
could be sheltered.  Dilshad still needed to be 
their carer, and after each lesson she would 
return to her children to change nappies, and 
feed them.

An older Christian woman in her town became 
her spiritual mentor while Dilshad continued 
teaching and living life as a single parent.  She 
grew in faith and understanding of God’s call 
on her life.  Then, being sent out from her 
fellowship group, she moved to a neighbouring 
country to be a missionary herself. 

In the capital city of this country she was 
trained to care for children with disabilities.  
On a mission trip to a town nearby she 
encountered many single mums with disabled 
children.  They were living in shipping 
containers because this town had been 
decimated by an earthquake almost 20 years 
earlier and had never been rebuilt.  Dilshad 
had found her calling!  Because of her own 

story as a single mum, and as the mother of a 
daughter with ongoing health challenges, she 
believed she could be used to bring the hope 
of Jesus to women in this town.  She saw 
herself in these ladies.

Dilshad has organised surgery for children 
with disabilities, an ongoing need.  Last 
summer Dilshad organised a camp for 
mothers of children with disabilities and their 
siblings.  120 people attended the camp.  
Many women accepted the invitation to follow 
Jesus.  

Livelihood projects have followed offering 
new employment possibilities for women.  
Obtaining land grants for the village leader, 
an agricultural project has been implemented 
that currently employs 20 people. Plans are 
afoot for greenhouses, and one lady has 
become a produce wholesaler. 

Dilshad’s story is an outstanding 
demonstration of the sovereignty of God over 
one life, and His empowering and enabling. 
It shows His anointing upon a woman whom 
He has called to be His hands and feet in 
an area rejected by many and to a people 
marginalised and ignored by most.

Arise exists to invest in women for leadership 
across Central Asia and beyond: to inspire, to 
heal, and to equip.   

Life begins at 40!  A five-year strategy plan
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In the prayer Jesus taught his disciples, we 
read, “Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven”. Whilst we are 
expected to plan for future gospel work, we 
willingly submit to God’s Master Plans in all 
respects. It is with confidence in our God and 
His plans for the church of Jesus Christ that we 
set out these aspirations. 

May His kingdom come in Central Asia 
and may His will be done in Central Asia 
as it is in heaven!

We are convinced that prayer lies at the very 
heart and success or otherwise of this plan – 
therefore please pray for:

1. our planned team ‘prayer retreats’ – that 
we will be excited and motivated by God’s 
great plan and purposes for Central Asian 
Gospel mission

2. wisdom and discernment to make 
strategic decisions ‘in-line’ with His will

3. courage and flexibility to adapt our plan in 
light of an ever-changing world!

4. necessary funds to be secured for the five-
year plan to be implemented

If you have any comments, questions or 
would like to discuss how you can play 
an active role in our five-year plan - our 
director Al would love to hear from you: 
Please call 01892 545509 or send an email 
to al@peopleintl.org.uk

Cost
We have calculated that we will need 
an extra £65-70k to deliver the plan 
over the next 5 years. Ouch!  

In consideration of the cost though, 
the question should be asked:  
what is the cost of not doing it?

Please pray for our  

5-year plan

People International is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year, having grown and 
developed a ministry reaching Muslims in 
Central Asia with the gospel and having 
been a catalyst for National Offices that 
have been set up in most world continents.  
Whilst such a landmark is a cause of 
rejoicing it is also an opportunity to review, 
reflect and focus afresh on the challenge 
ahead in a world that is constantly 
changing.  As a result, our ambitious 5-year 
plan (2020-2025) was born. After all, as they 
say, ‘Life begins at 40!’

Our vision statement has remained unchanged 
since our birth in 1979;

“To reach the unreached Muslims of Central 
Asia with the gospel”

Wider Central Asia, encompassing the ex-
Soviet Bloc “stans” and a swathe of countries 
running east to west from Pakistan to Turkey, 
has a population well in excess of ½ billion 
people, the vast majority of whom are Muslims. 
In some areas there are less than 10 believers 
per million population, with some people 
groups being completely unreached by the 
gospel, whilst across the whole region small 
churches are struggling with the task, some of 
whom face persecution to different degrees. 
Not only is Central Asia the least reached 
region with the gospel, but it also has the 
fewest number of missionaries in comparison 
to every other significant world region.

The delivery of our mission statement is to be 
achieved by…

Primary aim & vision

Feedback from varied sources encourages us that our ‘member 
care’ does much to support and encourage our field workers. 
Having said that there is room for improvement! 

Our plan identifies such areas and sets out ways to implement 
positive change. For example, providing more resources for 
reading, training & lifelong learning, and building on the support 
we provide for our workers’ children and teenagers.

Consolidation

A good old ‘SWOT’ type analysis proves its worth once again! It 
revealed some key strengths of People International, but equally 
some very real challenges including relatively low awareness in 
parts of the UK, and an ageing supporter base – please don’t 
take this personally…

To raise our awareness across the UK and to build & extend 
our supporter base, several initiatives are on the table including 
appointing regional representatives and developing a new social 
media strategy.

Extension

Our target is for 25 new missionary workers onto the field by 
2025.  That means an average of 5 new workers a year, which is 
both ambitious and modest, depending on your perspective!  It 
is something we don’t intend to try and achieve alone, but rather 
through existing and new partnerships.

Multiplication
25 by 25

The overall picture of missionary sending 
from the UK has deteriorated significantly 
over the last few years. There have been 
many articles written on why this should be, 
but most fall back to a view that the church 
has focused on church planting in the UK, 
but in doing this it has somehow lost the 
vision for worldwide mission. Nearly every 
mission agency in the UK is struggling to 
find people to send. “25 by ‘25” is a tough 
target, but one that has very much been 
laid on our hearts.

Ideas to help us achieve our target include 
the 2020 launch of Go Look See Do (GLSD) 
mission trips, bespoke trips, a planned 
‘Seekers’ weekend event, and our moving 
and well received simulation ‘Experience 
Underground Church’ (EUC).



Dilshad‘s story

In our last edition we ran an article about Arise 
2019. Here follows a testimony that came out 
of that conference. 

Dilshad will turn 40 this year.  As a teenager in 
a remote region of one Central Asian nation, 
she had mastered the English language to 
such an extent that she was employed as an 
interpreter by missionaries. She embraced the 
gospel message through this contact so that 
she was a Christian when she married a Muslim 
man with all the ceremony and expectations 
attributed to her culture.  Moving in to live with 
her husband’s family she became the daughter-
in-law expected to serve her new family. Her 
mother-in-law retained a large degree of 
influence over her husband and would call 
him away from Dilshad whenever she felt the 
need.  Many times this was difficult and great 
unhappiness grew in her heart.  

One night when she was alone in her bedroom 
she saw a light outside the window.  The light 
increased, as though it was moving towards 
her until she witnessed the presence of the 

Lord Jesus enter her room.  Clothed in white, 
with a radiant face, He approached her as she 
lay in her bed, touched her shoulder, lifted her 
blanket around her and assured her of His 
great love for her - a love that would never 
cease, no matter what her circumstances.  
From that moment Dilshad’s life was anchored 
deeper in relationship with the living God.  

Her first child was born with crush injuries to 
her head necessitating her being in intensive 
care for some months after her birth.  When 
the doctors released the baby from hospital 
Dilshad was given a long list of instructions 
for the baby’s 24-hour care.  Following these 
instructions diligently Dilshad was able to 
bring her daughter back to the hospital for a 
check-up at 12 months and there was told the 
doctors had never expected her baby to live.

As the families celebrated the child had lived 
to one year, Dilshad’s parents attributed this 
good health to skillful doctors.  Her husband’s 
parents also attributed their granddaughter’s 
health to the skill of doctors.  “No”, said 

Dilshad, “it is the Lord God who has given 
life and health to my daughter.  He is to be 
praised.”  

Neither family would accept this and she was 
immediately rejected by her own family.  They 
chose never to speak with her again, her father 
saying, “I no longer have a daughter.”

One year later while remaining in her husband’s 
family home, Dilshad gave birth to a second 
daughter.  But only three months later her 
husband moved away for employment and 
she was literally thrown onto the street with 
her two children.  There she stood in the snow, 
abandoned by man but not by God. Dilshad 
soon found a home to rent.  Only hours after 
being kicked out by her in-laws, she returned 
to her former home to find her possessions 
already on the street, thrown into the mud and 
melting snow.

With determination, Dilshad soon found 
employment teaching English in a nearby 
school where there were also nursery and 
kindergarten classes where her daughters 
could be sheltered.  Dilshad still needed to be 
their carer, and after each lesson she would 
return to her children to change nappies, and 
feed them.

An older Christian woman in her town became 
her spiritual mentor while Dilshad continued 
teaching and living life as a single parent.  She 
grew in faith and understanding of God’s call 
on her life.  Then, being sent out from her 
fellowship group, she moved to a neighbouring 
country to be a missionary herself. 

In the capital city of this country she was 
trained to care for children with disabilities.  
On a mission trip to a town nearby she 
encountered many single mums with disabled 
children.  They were living in shipping 
containers because this town had been 
decimated by an earthquake almost 20 years 
earlier and had never been rebuilt.  Dilshad 
had found her calling!  Because of her own 

story as a single mum, and as the mother of a 
daughter with ongoing health challenges, she 
believed she could be used to bring the hope 
of Jesus to women in this town.  She saw 
herself in these ladies.

Dilshad has organised surgery for children 
with disabilities, an ongoing need.  Last 
summer Dilshad organised a camp for 
mothers of children with disabilities and their 
siblings.  120 people attended the camp.  
Many women accepted the invitation to follow 
Jesus.  

Livelihood projects have followed offering 
new employment possibilities for women.  
Obtaining land grants for the village leader, 
an agricultural project has been implemented 
that currently employs 20 people. Plans are 
afoot for greenhouses, and one lady has 
become a produce wholesaler. 

Dilshad’s story is an outstanding 
demonstration of the sovereignty of God over 
one life, and His empowering and enabling. 
It shows His anointing upon a woman whom 
He has called to be His hands and feet in 
an area rejected by many and to a people 
marginalised and ignored by most.

Arise exists to invest in women for leadership 
across Central Asia and beyond: to inspire, to 
heal, and to equip.   

Life begins at 40!  A five-year strategy plan
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In the prayer Jesus taught his disciples, we 
read, “Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven”. Whilst we are 
expected to plan for future gospel work, we 
willingly submit to God’s Master Plans in all 
respects. It is with confidence in our God and 
His plans for the church of Jesus Christ that we 
set out these aspirations. 

May His kingdom come in Central Asia 
and may His will be done in Central Asia 
as it is in heaven!

We are convinced that prayer lies at the very 
heart and success or otherwise of this plan – 
therefore please pray for:

1. our planned team ‘prayer retreats’ – that 
we will be excited and motivated by God’s 
great plan and purposes for Central Asian 
Gospel mission

2. wisdom and discernment to make 
strategic decisions ‘in-line’ with His will

3. courage and flexibility to adapt our plan in 
light of an ever-changing world!

4. necessary funds to be secured for the five-
year plan to be implemented

If you have any comments, questions or 
would like to discuss how you can play 
an active role in our five-year plan - our 
director Al would love to hear from you: 
Please call 01892 545509 or send an email 
to al@peopleintl.org.uk

Cost
We have calculated that we will need 
an extra £65-70k to deliver the plan 
over the next 5 years. Ouch!  

In consideration of the cost though, 
the question should be asked:  
what is the cost of not doing it?

Please pray for our  

5-year plan

People International is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year, having grown and 
developed a ministry reaching Muslims in 
Central Asia with the gospel and having 
been a catalyst for National Offices that 
have been set up in most world continents.  
Whilst such a landmark is a cause of 
rejoicing it is also an opportunity to review, 
reflect and focus afresh on the challenge 
ahead in a world that is constantly 
changing.  As a result, our ambitious 5-year 
plan (2020-2025) was born. After all, as they 
say, ‘Life begins at 40!’

Our vision statement has remained unchanged 
since our birth in 1979;

“To reach the unreached Muslims of Central 
Asia with the gospel”

Wider Central Asia, encompassing the ex-
Soviet Bloc “stans” and a swathe of countries 
running east to west from Pakistan to Turkey, 
has a population well in excess of ½ billion 
people, the vast majority of whom are Muslims. 
In some areas there are less than 10 believers 
per million population, with some people 
groups being completely unreached by the 
gospel, whilst across the whole region small 
churches are struggling with the task, some of 
whom face persecution to different degrees. 
Not only is Central Asia the least reached 
region with the gospel, but it also has the 
fewest number of missionaries in comparison 
to every other significant world region.

The delivery of our mission statement is to be 
achieved by…

Primary aim & vision

Feedback from varied sources encourages us that our ‘member 
care’ does much to support and encourage our field workers. 
Having said that there is room for improvement! 

Our plan identifies such areas and sets out ways to implement 
positive change. For example, providing more resources for 
reading, training & lifelong learning, and building on the support 
we provide for our workers’ children and teenagers.

Consolidation

A good old ‘SWOT’ type analysis proves its worth once again! It 
revealed some key strengths of People International, but equally 
some very real challenges including relatively low awareness in 
parts of the UK, and an ageing supporter base – please don’t 
take this personally…

To raise our awareness across the UK and to build & extend 
our supporter base, several initiatives are on the table including 
appointing regional representatives and developing a new social 
media strategy.

Extension

Our target is for 25 new missionary workers onto the field by 
2025.  That means an average of 5 new workers a year, which is 
both ambitious and modest, depending on your perspective!  It 
is something we don’t intend to try and achieve alone, but rather 
through existing and new partnerships.

Multiplication
25 by 25

The overall picture of missionary sending 
from the UK has deteriorated significantly 
over the last few years. There have been 
many articles written on why this should be, 
but most fall back to a view that the church 
has focused on church planting in the UK, 
but in doing this it has somehow lost the 
vision for worldwide mission. Nearly every 
mission agency in the UK is struggling to 
find people to send. “25 by ‘25” is a tough 
target, but one that has very much been 
laid on our hearts.

Ideas to help us achieve our target include 
the 2020 launch of Go Look See Do (GLSD) 
mission trips, bespoke trips, a planned 
‘Seekers’ weekend event, and our moving 
and well received simulation ‘Experience 
Underground Church’ (EUC).

Life begins at 40!  A five-year strategy plan



Dilshad‘s story

In our last edition we ran an article about Arise 
2019. Here follows a testimony that came out 
of that conference. 

Dilshad will turn 40 this year.  As a teenager in 
a remote region of one Central Asian nation, 
she had mastered the English language to 
such an extent that she was employed as an 
interpreter by missionaries. She embraced the 
gospel message through this contact so that 
she was a Christian when she married a Muslim 
man with all the ceremony and expectations 
attributed to her culture.  Moving in to live with 
her husband’s family she became the daughter-
in-law expected to serve her new family. Her 
mother-in-law retained a large degree of 
influence over her husband and would call 
him away from Dilshad whenever she felt the 
need.  Many times this was difficult and great 
unhappiness grew in her heart.  

One night when she was alone in her bedroom 
she saw a light outside the window.  The light 
increased, as though it was moving towards 
her until she witnessed the presence of the 

Lord Jesus enter her room.  Clothed in white, 
with a radiant face, He approached her as she 
lay in her bed, touched her shoulder, lifted her 
blanket around her and assured her of His 
great love for her - a love that would never 
cease, no matter what her circumstances.  
From that moment Dilshad’s life was anchored 
deeper in relationship with the living God.  

Her first child was born with crush injuries to 
her head necessitating her being in intensive 
care for some months after her birth.  When 
the doctors released the baby from hospital 
Dilshad was given a long list of instructions 
for the baby’s 24-hour care.  Following these 
instructions diligently Dilshad was able to 
bring her daughter back to the hospital for a 
check-up at 12 months and there was told the 
doctors had never expected her baby to live.

As the families celebrated the child had lived 
to one year, Dilshad’s parents attributed this 
good health to skillful doctors.  Her husband’s 
parents also attributed their granddaughter’s 
health to the skill of doctors.  “No”, said 

Dilshad, “it is the Lord God who has given 
life and health to my daughter.  He is to be 
praised.”  

Neither family would accept this and she was 
immediately rejected by her own family.  They 
chose never to speak with her again, her father 
saying, “I no longer have a daughter.”

One year later while remaining in her husband’s 
family home, Dilshad gave birth to a second 
daughter.  But only three months later her 
husband moved away for employment and 
she was literally thrown onto the street with 
her two children.  There she stood in the snow, 
abandoned by man but not by God. Dilshad 
soon found a home to rent.  Only hours after 
being kicked out by her in-laws, she returned 
to her former home to find her possessions 
already on the street, thrown into the mud and 
melting snow.

With determination, Dilshad soon found 
employment teaching English in a nearby 
school where there were also nursery and 
kindergarten classes where her daughters 
could be sheltered.  Dilshad still needed to be 
their carer, and after each lesson she would 
return to her children to change nappies, and 
feed them.

An older Christian woman in her town became 
her spiritual mentor while Dilshad continued 
teaching and living life as a single parent.  She 
grew in faith and understanding of God’s call 
on her life.  Then, being sent out from her 
fellowship group, she moved to a neighbouring 
country to be a missionary herself. 

In the capital city of this country she was 
trained to care for children with disabilities.  
On a mission trip to a town nearby she 
encountered many single mums with disabled 
children.  They were living in shipping 
containers because this town had been 
decimated by an earthquake almost 20 years 
earlier and had never been rebuilt.  Dilshad 
had found her calling!  Because of her own 

story as a single mum, and as the mother of a 
daughter with ongoing health challenges, she 
believed she could be used to bring the hope 
of Jesus to women in this town.  She saw 
herself in these ladies.

Dilshad has organised surgery for children 
with disabilities, an ongoing need.  Last 
summer Dilshad organised a camp for 
mothers of children with disabilities and their 
siblings.  120 people attended the camp.  
Many women accepted the invitation to follow 
Jesus.  

Livelihood projects have followed offering 
new employment possibilities for women.  
Obtaining land grants for the village leader, 
an agricultural project has been implemented 
that currently employs 20 people. Plans are 
afoot for greenhouses, and one lady has 
become a produce wholesaler. 

Dilshad’s story is an outstanding 
demonstration of the sovereignty of God over 
one life, and His empowering and enabling. 
It shows His anointing upon a woman whom 
He has called to be His hands and feet in 
an area rejected by many and to a people 
marginalised and ignored by most.

Arise exists to invest in women for leadership 
across Central Asia and beyond: to inspire, to 
heal, and to equip.   

Life begins at 40!  A five-year strategy plan
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In the prayer Jesus taught his disciples, we 
read, “Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven”. Whilst we are 
expected to plan for future gospel work, we 
willingly submit to God’s Master Plans in all 
respects. It is with confidence in our God and 
His plans for the church of Jesus Christ that we 
set out these aspirations. 

May His kingdom come in Central Asia 
and may His will be done in Central Asia 
as it is in heaven!

We are convinced that prayer lies at the very 
heart and success or otherwise of this plan – 
therefore please pray for:

1. our planned team ‘prayer retreats’ – that 
we will be excited and motivated by God’s 
great plan and purposes for Central Asian 
Gospel mission

2. wisdom and discernment to make 
strategic decisions ‘in-line’ with His will

3. courage and flexibility to adapt our plan in 
light of an ever-changing world!

4. necessary funds to be secured for the five-
year plan to be implemented

If you have any comments, questions or 
would like to discuss how you can play 
an active role in our five-year plan - our 
director Al would love to hear from you: 
Please call 01892 545509 or send an email 
to al@peopleintl.org.uk

Cost
We have calculated that we will need 
an extra £65-70k to deliver the plan 
over the next 5 years. Ouch!  

In consideration of the cost though, 
the question should be asked:  
what is the cost of not doing it?

Please pray for our  

5-year plan

People International is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year, having grown and 
developed a ministry reaching Muslims in 
Central Asia with the gospel and having 
been a catalyst for National Offices that 
have been set up in most world continents.  
Whilst such a landmark is a cause of 
rejoicing it is also an opportunity to review, 
reflect and focus afresh on the challenge 
ahead in a world that is constantly 
changing.  As a result, our ambitious 5-year 
plan (2020-2025) was born. After all, as they 
say, ‘Life begins at 40!’

Our vision statement has remained unchanged 
since our birth in 1979;

“To reach the unreached Muslims of Central 
Asia with the gospel”

Wider Central Asia, encompassing the ex-
Soviet Bloc “stans” and a swathe of countries 
running east to west from Pakistan to Turkey, 
has a population well in excess of ½ billion 
people, the vast majority of whom are Muslims. 
In some areas there are less than 10 believers 
per million population, with some people 
groups being completely unreached by the 
gospel, whilst across the whole region small 
churches are struggling with the task, some of 
whom face persecution to different degrees. 
Not only is Central Asia the least reached 
region with the gospel, but it also has the 
fewest number of missionaries in comparison 
to every other significant world region.

The delivery of our mission statement is to be 
achieved by…

Primary aim & vision

Feedback from varied sources encourages us that our ‘member 
care’ does much to support and encourage our field workers. 
Having said that there is room for improvement! 

Our plan identifies such areas and sets out ways to implement 
positive change. For example, providing more resources for 
reading, training & lifelong learning, and building on the support 
we provide for our workers’ children and teenagers.

Consolidation

A good old ‘SWOT’ type analysis proves its worth once again! It 
revealed some key strengths of People International, but equally 
some very real challenges including relatively low awareness in 
parts of the UK, and an ageing supporter base – please don’t 
take this personally…

To raise our awareness across the UK and to build & extend 
our supporter base, several initiatives are on the table including 
appointing regional representatives and developing a new social 
media strategy.

Extension

Our target is for 25 new missionary workers onto the field by 
2025.  That means an average of 5 new workers a year, which is 
both ambitious and modest, depending on your perspective!  It 
is something we don’t intend to try and achieve alone, but rather 
through existing and new partnerships.

Multiplication
25 by 25

The overall picture of missionary sending 
from the UK has deteriorated significantly 
over the last few years. There have been 
many articles written on why this should be, 
but most fall back to a view that the church 
has focused on church planting in the UK, 
but in doing this it has somehow lost the 
vision for worldwide mission. Nearly every 
mission agency in the UK is struggling to 
find people to send. “25 by ‘25” is a tough 
target, but one that has very much been 
laid on our hearts.

Ideas to help us achieve our target include 
the 2020 launch of Go Look See Do (GLSD) 
mission trips, bespoke trips, a planned 
‘Seekers’ weekend event, and our moving 
and well received simulation ‘Experience 
Underground Church’ (EUC).



Would you like to see some of the places 
you read about with your own eyes? Then 
look no further than the different “Go Look 
See Do” trips we have planned in the next 
year - we would love you to come and see 
what God does in your heart!

Thank you for all your support. 

 
Al Simms, UK Director 

GoLook
See
Do

support the local church 
in various projects

engage Muslim people  
with the gospel

learn from seasoned  
missionaries & local believers

experience new cultures,  
make friends and get training

At no cost to you!
As you shop online you can enable more 
unreached Central Asians to hear the lifesaving 
and transforming gospel message.  You may 
well have heard of easyfundraising, Give as you 
Live®, and smile.amazon.co.uk?  Perhaps you 
are already using one of these to raise money 
for a chosen charity?  If so, would you consider 
adding People International as your chosen 
charity for a period of time?

Will it really raise a 
significant sum?
You can raise on average £80 when you book a 
holiday through easyfundraising.  So, if just 10 
supporters do this, that’s £800 towards gospel 
mission work in Central Asia.  When switching, 
Vodafone and EE will donate up to £35, Sky up 
to £52.50, and Aviva up to £30.

The average retailer donation percentages of 
1-2% of sale value seem low – for day to day 
shopping, does it really make any difference?  
Yes, if we get a reasonable volume of our 
supporters to join in.  Basically, for day to day 
purchases it’s largely a numbers game.  So, 
please we ask you to join to help raise money 
for Central Asian gospel mission.

update ll
November 2019

Welcome to our autumn edition of Update. We 
are very happy to feature Dishad’s* story as part 
of our follow-on report from the annual Arise 
conference for Central Asian women. God is 
using women in extraordinary ways and against 
all odds -  as you will read life is not easy for 
Central Asian women, especially those who 
follow Christ. In addition, the article “Life Begins 
at Forty” presents our Five year strategy - we 
hope you are inspired by what we hope to 
achieve and feel challenged to join us in this 
ongoing venture to see Central Asians reached 
by sending out new workers and caring well for 
all our people.

?Do You... Want to go to Central Asia, an area unreached by the Gospel
Have an interest in reaching Muslims
Want to explore short or long-term service, or a gap year
Desire to be “on fire” for Jesus – either at home or abroad
Long to enthuse your local church & friends for world mission
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Go Look See Do 6

years of Central Asian Missionempowering central asians

Taking a group of UK students on a trip to 
Central Asia might seem like a crazy thing 
to do. 

All but one had never been anywhere near 
Central Asia. But they had a desire to bless 
believers who have a harder time of it than they 
do. So we travelled to a remote town in Central 
Asia, where the pastor had asked for visitors 
to come and bless the young people in his 
church. The Central Asian young people were 
thrilled to meet British students for the first 
time in their lives. We taught them English and 
games, we gave seminars on leading worship, 
on the Bible and on how to run a business. 
They loved it all. But the reality was that we 
were the ones who really learned during these 
two weeks.

One young couple lost a baby two years ago. 
He became ill at just one month old, and they 
watched helplessly while he was in intensive 
care, knowing that if he ever recovered he 
would suffer from severe disabilities. When 
they lost him, they were devastated. But they 
thought about what if they had had to raise a 
boy with such disabilities? They knew that there 
was nothing to help them in their city. So they 
shared the vision with the young people from all 
the churches there (which all meet illegally) and 
out of this has come the most extraordinary 
ministry. Young Christian people give up three 
afternoons a week to meet with those with 
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disabilities. They gather them for sport and 
games, they visit them in their homes, they love 
them and they tell them about the One who 
loves them most of all. The people of the city 
are so impressed with these Christian young 
people. They even have some non-Christians 
come and join in with them. One of these able 
bodied young men recently came to faith as 
the result of a boy with Downs telling him that 
Jesus loved him! And the beautiful thing is 
that this is the one ministry that unites all the 
churches in the city!

The believers in this town have suffered so 
much under state persecution. Several of the 
men have spent time in prison for their faith 
and suffered badly there. They were told that 
any evangelism of children was forbidden. But 
they continued to teach the children over the 
years, despite the dangers and now the pastor 
is proud to point out the fruit of disobeying 
the government: a group of delightful young 
people who love to share the Gospel and who 
are willing to give up their spare time in active 
service of those whose lives are so difficult.

Who could not come away from two weeks 
with such Christ-centred young people and 
not be deeply moved and challenged? We look 
forward to taking more people there to continue 
to bless the church and learn. 

Let us know if you’d like to join us.

Raise money for us as you shop online

Tips that may help
• Both easyfundraising and Give as you Live® use 

a ‘donation reminder’ tool that can be easily 
installed in your browser – it notifies you as you 
shop of retailers that will give a donation and 
you just continue to browse and buy as normal

• Look out for the available apps -  to generate 
donations as you shop on your smartphone

• Larger donations – e.g. use easyfundraising to 
switch your car & home insurance, take a new 
mobile contract or switch your gas supplier 
and you can raise up to £200 for People 
International

• As a reminder, you can raise on average 
£80 when you book a holiday through 
easyfundraising.  Also, you can raise donations 
when you buy car hire, travel insurance, airport 
parking, foreign currency and when updating 
your holiday wardrobe!

Refer a Friend donations – 
spread the word
With easyfundraising and Give as you Live® you 
can earn a £5 bonus donation every time one of 
your friends successfully joins and raises just £5 as 
a supporter.  

Please can you spread the word by email or social 
media – to your family, friends, church community 
and work colleagues?

Happy online shopping!

Short Term Trip to Central Asia 7

Raise Money for us as you Shop Online 8

Would you like to switch to receiving our  
‘quarterly update’ by email (instead of post)?

If yes, go to: https://www.peopleintl.org.uk/qu

Dates for  
2020

GoLook
See
Do

Want to explore the 
option of your own  
tailor-made mission 
trip? 
 
Perhaps none of the dates 
work for you, or for other 
reasons you would prefer 
to arrange your own trip?  
Maybe as a church, mission 
committee, homegroup, or 
Christian Union?

We are very open to this, and 
in fact we have already worked 
with one church to plan a  
tailor-made GLSD trip for them 
in the second half of 2020.

Short Term Trip to Central asia

Hoping to grab a Black Friday / Cyber 
Monday deal (29 Nov-2 Dec)?  

If so, do sign up first so it triggers a donation...

To start raising 
donations for us
Easyfundraising:    
peopleintl.org.uk/ef 

Amazon:    
peopleintl.org.uk/amazon 

Give as you Live®:   
peopleintl.org.uk/live 

*name changed for security

26 Sep - 10 Oct
Turkey

30 May - 13 Jun
Uzbekistanfully booked 26 Sep - 10 Oct

Tajikistan & Uzbekistan
Average cost approx £1000 per person for transport and accommodation

get in touch phone: 01892 545509
web: peopleintl.org.uk
email: chat@peopleintl.org.uk

People International is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 280036

We are giving presentations on Central Asian Mission on the 
following dates. 

They’re an ideal opportunity to find out more and it would be 
lovely to meet you if you can come along:

Upcoming Events:

January 12, 2020 @ 10:30am 
Sussex Street Christian Centre, Rhyl

January 12, 2020 @ 4:00pm 
Alive Church, Prestatyn

January 14 (times tbc) 
Holywell  

January 15, 2020 @ 7:00pm 
Bethel Baptist Holywell

Experience Underground Church - an engaging 
simulation for small groups, Christian Unions, and 
world mission events  
Find out more at www.peopleintl.org.uk/euc

For full event details visit  
www.peopleintl.org.uk/events-list

Event details may occasionally change, so check the website 
before attending an event. New events are regularly added.

To book a speaker, get in touch



Would you like to see some of the places 
you read about with your own eyes? Then 
look no further than the different “Go Look 
See Do” trips we have planned in the next 
year - we would love you to come and see 
what God does in your heart!

Thank you for all your support. 

 
Al Simms, UK Director 

GoLook
See
Do

support the local church 
in various projects

engage Muslim people  
with the gospel

learn from seasoned  
missionaries & local believers

experience new cultures,  
make friends and get training

At no cost to you!
As you shop online you can enable more 
unreached Central Asians to hear the lifesaving 
and transforming gospel message.  You may 
well have heard of easyfundraising, Give as you 
Live®, and smile.amazon.co.uk?  Perhaps you 
are already using one of these to raise money 
for a chosen charity?  If so, would you consider 
adding People International as your chosen 
charity for a period of time?

Will it really raise a 
significant sum?
You can raise on average £80 when you book a 
holiday through easyfundraising.  So, if just 10 
supporters do this, that’s £800 towards gospel 
mission work in Central Asia.  When switching, 
Vodafone and EE will donate up to £35, Sky up 
to £52.50, and Aviva up to £30.

The average retailer donation percentages of 
1-2% of sale value seem low – for day to day 
shopping, does it really make any difference?  
Yes, if we get a reasonable volume of our 
supporters to join in.  Basically, for day to day 
purchases it’s largely a numbers game.  So, 
please we ask you to join to help raise money 
for Central Asian gospel mission.

update ll
November 2019

Welcome to our autumn edition of Update. We 
are very happy to feature Dishad’s* story as part 
of our follow-on report from the annual Arise 
conference for Central Asian women. God is 
using women in extraordinary ways and against 
all odds -  as you will read life is not easy for 
Central Asian women, especially those who 
follow Christ. In addition, the article “Life Begins 
at Forty” presents our Five year strategy - we 
hope you are inspired by what we hope to 
achieve and feel challenged to join us in this 
ongoing venture to see Central Asians reached 
by sending out new workers and caring well for 
all our people.

?Do You... Want to go to Central Asia, an area unreached by the Gospel
Have an interest in reaching Muslims
Want to explore short or long-term service, or a gap year
Desire to be “on fire” for Jesus – either at home or abroad
Long to enthuse your local church & friends for world mission
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Life Begins At 40! A Five-year Strategy Plan 4
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years of Central Asian Missionempowering central asians

Taking a group of UK students on a trip to 
Central Asia might seem like a crazy thing 
to do. 

All but one had never been anywhere near 
Central Asia. But they had a desire to bless 
believers who have a harder time of it than they 
do. So we travelled to a remote town in Central 
Asia, where the pastor had asked for visitors 
to come and bless the young people in his 
church. The Central Asian young people were 
thrilled to meet British students for the first 
time in their lives. We taught them English and 
games, we gave seminars on leading worship, 
on the Bible and on how to run a business. 
They loved it all. But the reality was that we 
were the ones who really learned during these 
two weeks.

One young couple lost a baby two years ago. 
He became ill at just one month old, and they 
watched helplessly while he was in intensive 
care, knowing that if he ever recovered he 
would suffer from severe disabilities. When 
they lost him, they were devastated. But they 
thought about what if they had had to raise a 
boy with such disabilities? They knew that there 
was nothing to help them in their city. So they 
shared the vision with the young people from all 
the churches there (which all meet illegally) and 
out of this has come the most extraordinary 
ministry. Young Christian people give up three 
afternoons a week to meet with those with 

In this issue

disabilities. They gather them for sport and 
games, they visit them in their homes, they love 
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bodied young men recently came to faith as 
the result of a boy with Downs telling him that 
Jesus loved him! And the beautiful thing is 
that this is the one ministry that unites all the 
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The believers in this town have suffered so 
much under state persecution. Several of the 
men have spent time in prison for their faith 
and suffered badly there. They were told that 
any evangelism of children was forbidden. But 
they continued to teach the children over the 
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is proud to point out the fruit of disobeying 
the government: a group of delightful young 
people who love to share the Gospel and who 
are willing to give up their spare time in active 
service of those whose lives are so difficult.
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not be deeply moved and challenged? We look 
forward to taking more people there to continue 
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Let us know if you’d like to join us.
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Tips that may help
• Both easyfundraising and Give as you Live® use 

a ‘donation reminder’ tool that can be easily 
installed in your browser – it notifies you as you 
shop of retailers that will give a donation and 
you just continue to browse and buy as normal

• Look out for the available apps -  to generate 
donations as you shop on your smartphone

• Larger donations – e.g. use easyfundraising to 
switch your car & home insurance, take a new 
mobile contract or switch your gas supplier 
and you can raise up to £200 for People 
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• As a reminder, you can raise on average 
£80 when you book a holiday through 
easyfundraising.  Also, you can raise donations 
when you buy car hire, travel insurance, airport 
parking, foreign currency and when updating 
your holiday wardrobe!

Refer a Friend donations – 
spread the word
With easyfundraising and Give as you Live® you 
can earn a £5 bonus donation every time one of 
your friends successfully joins and raises just £5 as 
a supporter.  

Please can you spread the word by email or social 
media – to your family, friends, church community 
and work colleagues?

Happy online shopping!
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We are giving presentations on Central Asian Mission on the 
following dates. 

They’re an ideal opportunity to find out more and it would be 
lovely to meet you if you can come along:

Upcoming Events:

January 12, 2020 @ 10:30am 
Sussex Street Christian Centre, Rhyl

January 12, 2020 @ 4:00pm 
Alive Church, Prestatyn

January 14 (times tbc) 
Holywell  

January 15, 2020 @ 7:00pm 
Bethel Baptist Holywell

Experience Underground Church - an engaging 
simulation for small groups, Christian Unions, and 
world mission events  
Find out more at www.peopleintl.org.uk/euc

For full event details visit  
www.peopleintl.org.uk/events-list

Event details may occasionally change, so check the website 
before attending an event. New events are regularly added.

To book a speaker, get in touch
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